THE 


BEST MATCH; 


NR 


7 2 he a * Eel 
CHRIST: 


Open d and Improv'd. 


\ 


Author of the GREAT Concern, 
[Or PREPARATION for DEATH, 


JoHN Ut. 29, 30. 


v0”, &c. 


The Ninth Edition. 


L O N D o N, 


| He that hath the Bride, is the Bride. 


X | 


By EpwarD PEARSE, 


| 


Printed for R. Ros ix sON, at the Golden | 


nnn. — 
— 
, * . 


Lion in St. Kue Church. Yard. 7 7 8 


= T 4 
4 W — 
4 : 1 
* * 


Sd... 


" , ” * 
F | SA bs * . — * ** 
. K 


1 T H 0 R 


E A D E R. 


REA DER, 

8 EXT to the full and immediate 
Viſion and Fruition of the GO D 
of Glory above, the greateſt Hap- 
pineſs of Souls lies in Union and Com- 
munion with CHRIS VH here: Nor in- 
deed can we ever attain unto the one 
without an acquaintance with the other. 
Now to bring thee into, and build 
thee up in this Union and Commu- 
nion with CnRIST, and thereby to fit 
and diſpoſe thee for that Glorious Vi- 
fion aud Fruition Above, is the Prin- 
cipal Delign of the enſuing Diſcourſe. 
If thou Requireſt a Reaſon of the Pub- 


1 N 
— ne 


A 2 licaten „ 


ES If 


The Aurhog to the Reader. 
lication hereof, I deſire thee to fatisfie | 
thyſelf with this; Gop in his All- 


wile and Holy Providence, hath ſeen 


good now for ſeveral Months to call | 


the unworthy Author out of his Vine- 
yard, and lodge him in a fick Cham- WM 


ber ; and he alſo ſeems to be ſpeedily } 
calling him out of this World, and to 


bring that Night upon him wherein | 


no Man can Work: Wherein nothing 
is to be done, either from God or Man's 
Soul, John ix. 4. And being never like 
to do more for CHRIST on Earth, 
he was willing in hopes of advancing | 
his dear Lord's Kingdom, in the draw- 
ing of Sinners to him and building up 


of Saints in him, and Communion with 


him, to make theſe poor Contemplations 


publick. GO Þ was pleaſed ſome few Þ} 


Years ſince, to make a more than 
ordinary Uſe of the Preaching of them, 
many Souls being through his Grace | 
eſpouſed to CHRIST, and more brought 
nearer to Him thereby; and had I not 


ſome hopes that he would alſo, through } 


that ſame Grace of his, make ſome uſe 


of the reading of them for thy good, | 


and the good of others, I think they had 
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never ſeen the Light: Thy Good then» 
Wand Cruris T's Glory in the Inlarge- 

ment of his Kingdom, is the Thing aim'd 
Wat herein; which the Goed LORD by 
bis Grace accompliſh. I am lying 
Daily by the Brink of the Grave, wait- 


4 my Sovereign Lox p; the only Reaſdn 
3 ſwaying with me to deſire Life, next 


ce 

h, vation to a loſt and ſinful World: But 
8 W if Gop will make no farther Uſe of 
DI me that Way, his Will be done. I 
comfort myſelf with what an Holy Man 
lf ſpeaks, - Sinleſs Glorifhing of God (faith 
5 he) is better than ſinful Glorifying of God. 
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His meaning, I ſuppoſe is, That 'tis 


better to glorify Gop in a ſinleſs, than 
in a ſinſul State: Truly, here we fin 
in our beſt: Actions; and if we bring 
a little Glory to Gop: yet, woe and 


alas! how much Diſhonour' do we alſo. . ³⁶⁸ü 
bring Him? And what Iniquities does Ml 
there cleave to our moſt holy Things? 
But Above we ſhall glorify Him with⸗- 
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f ling upon the Will, and for the Call of 


to the more through-working out my KM 
XZ own Salvation, is to reveal, and make 
BY known CHRIS r to Souls, and to pub- Ml 
liſh che Glad-tydings of Peace and Sal- 
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The Auron to the Reader. 
out ſinning; we ſhall praiſe Him, ad- 
mire Him, adore Him, delight in Him, | 
and aſcribe Glory to Him, without the 
leaſt Taint or Tincture of Sin cleaving 
thereunto, having not only all Tears. 
wiped off our Eyes, but which is infi- 
nitely, infinitely, infinitely better, all Sin 
purged from our Hearts and Actions. 
Farewell, I leave thee, and this poor | 
- Treatiſe to the Bleſſing of Heaven. 
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HERE are two main Ends for 
Sas which the Goſpel-Miniſtry 7s or- 


dain d; the one is, the winning f 


1 the other is the Ediſication and 
Building up of ſuch as are already brought in. 
Ie bath pleaſed Chrift, the Head of the Church, 
= who diſtributeth Gifts in order to the Salvation 
Of Alen, unto whom and in what Meaſure be 


n 


peculiar Gift, to qualifie bim above many, to 
preach the G:fpel fer the winning of Souls; and 
. 8 A 4 ; -": 
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Souls and bringing them into Chriſt ; 


* pleaſeth, to furniſh the Author of this Diſcourſe 
3} with good eAbilities, as to both theſe Works. | 
A. to the firſt, The Lord bath given him a 
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3 the Grace of God in him did inflame his Heart 
= with ardent Deſires, and did excite great Long- 
ing in bim after tbe Converſion of Souls; and 


s  Bawing been turned unto God by bis Labours. 
8 end it having pleas d God to caft the eAuthor 
into a languiſhing Diſtemper for ſome «Months, 
whereby he was wholly taken off from his Work 

in Preaching, ſo great did the Deſire of doing 
good to Souls remain in him, and ſuch were the 
Yearnings of has Bowels towards them, that be- 
ing not able to ſpeak to them any longer out of 
the Pulpit, he could not ſatisfy himſelf, but he 
F muſt needs ſpeak to them in this ſmall Trab; 
 mWherein his great Scope and principal Deſign ir, 
to allure and draw Souls unto Cbriſt. A, to 
F the Matter of the Treatiſe, I need ſay little, 
l ſuffciently ſpeck for elf,; only thus 


the Nundation of our Happineſs. ' The eApoſtle 
tells us, That Chriſt in us is the Hope of 
Glory; We cannot bade any ſure or ſound Ti- 


with Chriſt; whoever are ſaved, are ſaved by 
being brought under Chriſt as their Head, Eph. 
T. 10. That in the Diſpenſation of the 
Fulneſs of Time, he might gather together 


= »::2hr bring them under one Head: So 
= zanchy and others interpret the Greek Word 
bbere uſed: The Son of God Incarnate, is the. 


K © „ 


| F be was pleaſed to crown | bis own Gifts. and 
| | Graces in him with great Succeſs, many a Soul 


much I may ſay, Union with LS is 


tle to Eternal Life and Glory, but by Union 


in one all Things in Chriſt; that be 


Nu 


? Ta the READER 
rt true Vine imo which ibe Elect are implanted. 

= There are but two Rocts of Mankind, the Firſt Ml 
„ and the Second Adam; the Firſt Adam is the WM 
Root of Sin and Death unto, all that abide ir 
Lim; the Second Adam ts, the Root of  Righ- 

teouſneſs and Life unto all who are implanted” 

into bim. The Scope of this Diſcourſe is-to per= 

ſuade Men not to be content to abide in the 

Root upon which they naturally grow, viz. the 
= Rot of rhe Firſt Adam, but to ſeek after a 
ni Relation unto Chriſt the Second Adam. 
3 The Arguments by vieh the «Author preſſeth» | 
3 Sculs to come to Chriſt, are most pathetical anal 

ſtrong ; and as there is 4 Vein of heavenly A 

fection, which runneth through the whole Body. 

of the Diſcourſe, to allure ſuch who are yer | 

Strangers to the Lord Feſus to fall in Love WM 
with bim; ſo there is much ſolid Matter i- 
F rerwoven, whereby, thoſe who are already cal 
led, and have attained to ſome eAcquaintance 
with Spiritual Things, may receive farther Ad- 
vantage. It pleaſeth the All wiſe God to leave 
the eAuthor at a great Uncertainty as to Life > | 
the Lord hath kept him in the Furnace long, but | 
He hath choſen and refin d him in it; and 
whether-it be in this or in the other World, that 
he ſhall pleaſe to bring bim forth, they who 
have moſt intimate converſe with him, are per- 
ſuaded he will come forth as Gold. The 
Lord grant that the ſame_Preſence of Divine: 
Grace, which attended thefe Sermons in Preach- 
ing of them, may accompany them in the Pub- 
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To the READ ER. 
hieation, that man) more Souls may be ena> 
moured and drawn to the Love of that Faireſt 
of ten Thouſand, the Lord Feſus; that fo 
_ FE'zowing Him, and adhering to Him, they may 

be ſaved eternally by Him, by whom all that 


Life and Glory. 
So prays 
The Unworthieſt of 
3 hriſPs Servants, 


— 


JohN Rows. 


have been, or ſhall be ſaved, are brought to 
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From 2 Cor. x1. ii. 
I have Eſpouſed you to one Husband, that I may pre» 
ſent you a chaſte Virgin unto CuniST. 


en 


— 


— . 


G PP. 4: - 

Wherein an Introduction is made into our intended 
Diſcourle, the Foundation therc laid, and the Mar- 
ters to be inquired into in our Procedure there 


propoſed. 


New Covenant - Ne lation to Chriſt, is cer. 
tainly a Concern of the greateſt Weighr, 
and higheſt Importance to the Sons of Men. 
| = of any in the World; “tis what lies at the. 
| Foundation of all true Happineſs, both in Time and 
| Eternity; without it (as a Learned Divine hath wel! 
obſerv'd) we are not Chriſtians, we are only the Car» 
caſes of Chriſtians ;. nor may we expect any ſaving: i 
No: 4 ; Advantags 
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Advantage by any Thing that Chriſt hath either done 
or. ſuffer'd for poor Sinners: And this Relation, of 
ſo much Weight and Importance to us, the Scrip- | 
ture repreſents under various Notions and Expreſſi- 
ons to us: Tis repreſented to us, ſometimes under 
= the Notion of a King of Subje#s; hence Chriſt 'is | 
ul call'd King of Saints : Sometimes under the Notion of 
2 Father and his Children, hence he is called the E ver- 
laſting Father; and they are his own Words unto God 
the Father : Behold I, and the Children which thou haſt 
given me. Sometimes under the Notion of Head and 
Members; hence Chriſt is ſaid to be the Head of the 
Body, the Church; and on the other Hind, Believers 
are ſaid to be the Body of C hriſt, and Members one of 
# another. And to mention no more; ſometimes (as 
ia my Text, and frequently elſewhere) 'cis repre- 
wo ſented ro us under the Notion of © Husband and 
% Wife, Bridegroom, and Bride, or the Soul's Eſ- 
* pouſal to Chriſt as its one and only Husband : 
And under this Notion I ſhall (God aſſiſting) ſpeak 
a little of it, and but a little, no more than to make 
Way for a Practical Deſign I have in my Eye, which 
is to woo and allure poor Souls into an Eſpouſal or 
e ene with this Bleſſed Husband, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 1 5 - 
That then which is. before us to be treated of, is 
«the Marriage or Eſpouſal between Chriſt and Belie- 
vers; and the better to make way hereunto, yon 
may obſerve, that there is a Threefold Marriage, as 
relating to Chriſt and us. | * | 
5. There is the Perſonal Marriage, and that is 
between the Perſon of the Son of God, the Se- 
"cond Perſon in the Trinity, and our Nature: This 
4 Calvin calls, Verbum Incarnatum, the Incarnate Word; 
or, as the Evangeliſt expreſſes it, the Word: made Fleſh, 
Ish. 1. 14. this we generally call the Hy poſtatical 
Union. | 
2. There is the Myſtical Marriage; and that is 
between the Perſon of Chriſt, God-Man, and the 
| Perſon of Believers, as Militant here on Earth, whole 


=_ - : | Chriſt, 
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The Souls, Eſpouſal to CRRIsT. 11 
Chriſt, and the whole Believer being made one; this 
the Apoſtle, calls, 4 being joyned to the Lord, and 
being one Spirit with him, 1 Cor. 6.17. .and this we 
| uſually call the Spiritual Union. pf 

3. There is the heavenly. Marriage; and that is 
between Chriſt and the Church Triumphant above; 
which indeed is the Conſummation of the two for- 
mer: And this I would call the Glorious Union; 
and what that is I can't tell, but do hope am going 
to ſee. — In the firſt of theſe lies the Foundation of 
all our Happineſs; by the Second, we are brought _ 1 
into an initial Participation of it; by the Third, we 


are put into full Poſſ-flion and Enjoyment thereof q i 


for ever. Now *tis neither the firſt. nor the laſt, but 
ſecond of theſe that the Apoſtle here ſpeak of, when 
he ſaid, I have eſpouſed you to one Hushand, even to 
Chriſt: Which accordingly I ſhall make the Subje& 
of my enſuing Diſcourſe ; which, as alſo the Sum 


of the Apoſtles Intendment, you may take in this | 


fort Poſition, wiz. 


© That there is a Bleſſed Eſpouſal, or Marriage- 
Relation between Chriſt and Believers; or 


** that Believers are married or eſpouſed to 
_ © Chriſt, as the ir only Husband. 


I have eſpous'd you, ſays the Apoſtle, 1% ont Hu- 
band; not to many, bur to one; and who is that? 
Why Chriſt, God Man : So the next Words declare, 
' 1 have eſpouſed you to one Husband, that 1 may preſeut 
you as à chaſte Virgin to Chriſt, The ſame is alſo 
held forth in other Scriptures, Job. 3. 29. He that 
bath the Bride, is the Bridegraom, faith John Baptift 
concerning Chrift and his Church: And again, Rev. 
21. 9. Come hither, ſays the Angel to John, and Ii 
ew thee the Bride, the Lambs Wife : That is, the 
Church, which is the Wife and Spouſe of Chriſt; 
but I forbear. 1 2 2 

What this Eſpouſal or Marriage-Relation be- 
tween Chriſt and Believers is; as allo how ay : 


4. 


— 
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made up and accompliſh'd, are the Principal Things 
to be enquired into, for the clearing of what lies 


before us; which therefore I ſhall addreſs myſc1f ; 
unto. | 


k 
* 


a a. 


CHAP. IL 


The Eſpouſal, or Marriage Relation between 
Chriſt and Believers, opened; and the im- 
port thereof laid down in Five Things. 


UT what is this Eſpouſal or Marriage-Relation 
between Chriſt and Pelievers? The Apoſtle _ 
fpeaking of it, calls it - _ Myſtery : This (faith wh 7 
is a great Myſtery; but I ſpeak concerning Chriſ, and the- - 
Church, Eote” 5.32. I ſpeak of that Spiritual Mar- 
riage that is between Chriſt and his People; which 
indeed is a great Myſtery, that is an hidden ſecret 
Thing; a Thing hid from human Reaſon, and not 
| to be underſtood but by Divine Revelation, and the 
Light of the Holy Spirit. So far as we apprehend 
it, you may take this ſhort Account in general of it: 
"Tis that Spiritual Conjunction or Relation that is be- 
tween Chrift and Believers, between the Perſon of 
Chriſt, and the Perſons of Believers, ariſing from his 
Inhabitation in them by his Spirit, and their cloſing 
with him by Faith. Much might be ſaid for the o- 
pening of this general Concluſion; bur I ſhall wave 
it, and give you the true Nature of the Thing under 
Conſideration, more particularly, as carrying theſe five 
Things in it, viz. 


I. Free and.Cordial Donation, 
IT. Near and intimate Union. = 


IH. Sweet and laſtiog Communion. 5 
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IV. Strong and ardent Affection. | 


V. Mutual Reſt and Cemplacency for ever. 


I. This Eſpouſal or Marriage-Relation between 
Chriſt and Believers, carries in it free and cordial Do- 
nation; a giving of themſelves each to other. In 
Marriages or Efpouſals, the Parties give themſelves 
each to other; the Husband gives himſelf unto the 
Wife, and the Wife by way of Return, gives herſelf 
1 unto the Husband; they Conſent to take each other 
in that Relation, and accordingly to give up them» 
ſelves each to other. So in this Spiritual Eſpouſal, 
or Marriage-Relation between Chriſt and his People, 
there is a giving of themſelves each to other; they 
conſent to take each other, and accordingly to give 
up themſelves each to other. —Chrif,, on the one hand, 
gives himſelf unto the Soul; I will be thine, fays he, 
to the Soul; thine to love thee, to ſave thee, to maxe 
thee happy in me, and with me: I, with all my 
Riches and Treaſures, will be fully and for ever 
Thine, I will be for thee, that is the Language of his 
efpouſing Love unto the Soul, Hof. 3. 3. And oh how 
fweet is this Language ! What can Chriſt give to 
poor Souls like himſelf? In giving himſelf, he gives 
the beſt Gift that either Heaven or Earth affords: In 
giving himſelf, he gives Life, he gives Peace, . he 
gives Grace, he gives Righteouſneſs, he gives the Fa- 
vour of God, he gives Heaven, he gives all. Oh 
ſweet Gift! — On the other Hand, the Soul, by way 
of Return, gives himſelf to Chrif: I will be thine, 
fays the Soul to Chrift, I will be for thee, and not for 
another: Hence tis ſaid, They gave themſelves to the 
Tord, 2 Cor. 8. 5. They freely and willingly yielded. 
up themſelves to Chrif, to be his, and his for ever: 
Sweet Jeſus, ſuch as I am, and have, give to thee. 
I am a poor, a ſorry Gift (ſays the Soul) infinitely 
unworthy of thine Acceptance; my Beſt is too bad, 
my All is too little for Thee: But ſeeing tis thy 
Pleaſure to call for, and accept of ſuch a Gift at my 
Hands, 
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Hands, I do with my whole Soul give up my» 
| felf, my Strength, my Time, my Talents, my All 
for ever to Thee. And tho' the Truth is, this be 
' a ſorry Gift, yet you little think how pleafing, how * 
gtateful it is to Chrif, and what a Value he puts 
upon it. You have the whole of this own'd and aſ- 
ſerted by the Spouſe, Cant. 2. 16. My Beloved is mine, 
nnd am bis. 20 i 


II. This Eſpouſal or Marriage- Relation between 
Chriſt and Believers, carries in it a near and intimate 
Union, In Marriage there is a very near Union and 
Con junction between the Parties; as they give up 
themſelves each to other, ſo they become one each 
with other ; They are no more Twain, but one Fleſh, 
Matth. 19. 6. So in this Eſpouſal, or Marriage: Re- 
lation between Chriſt and Believers, there is a very 
neat Union and ConjunQion between them, they 
two are made one; and thus the Apoſtle ſets forth 
the Marriage between Chriſt and them, Eph. 5. 371, 32. 
t . For this Cauſe ſhall a Man leave Father and Mother, and 
Pall be join'd to his Wife, and they Two ſhall be one 

Fleſh This is a great Myſtery; but I ſpeak concerning 
Chriſt and the Church; that is, J ſpeak of the Mar- 
Tiage-Relation which is between Chriſt and. the 
Church, which conſiſts in Union: Hence alſo Be» 

_ Jievers are ſaid zo be joyned to the Lord, and to be one 
Spirit with him, 1 Cor. 6. 17. So that eſpoulſing to 
Chriſt, and being joyn'd to Chriſt are all one. The 
Truth is, herein lies the very Soul and Subſtancę of 
this Spiritual Marriage, viz. in a Spiritual Union be- 

+ tween Chriſt and the Believer; Tho' Chrift and the 

„Soul were two before, two that were Strangers each 

W / / to other, yet in this Marriage or Eſpouſal they be» 
come one, and ſo one, as that all the World can ne- 
ver make them two again, never diſſolve this Union. 

By this uſual, but of all others msft pleaſant Metaphor of 

„ Bridegroom and Bride (as a Learned Man hatch ob- 
ſerv'd) is expreſs'd and ſer forth the Spiritual Union that 

i bet weren Ghrift and the Church, Chriſt and every 1% 
14 * - | Sou, 
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% And this Union is a full Union, a Union be- 


J 
All ween the whole Perſon of Chriſt, and the whole 
is be Perſon of the Bcliever ; the whole Perſon of Chriſt 


united unto the Believer, and the whole. Perſon of 
e Believer is united unto Chriſt, © Neither is our Soul 
id als ioene (ſaith a Learned Man) jopned with the Soul of Chrift - 
mine; one; nor is our Fleſh alone joyned with the Fleſh of Chriff 

lone; but the whole Perſon of every Believer is truly joyn= 
{ with the whole Perſon of Chriſt. 


veen F224 : 
Nate 1. On the one hand, the whole Perſon of Chrift is 
and nited to the Believer; the Believer's Union with 
UD hrift, is neither with the Divine nor Human Nature 
ach onſider'd apart; but it is with the whole Perſon 
e/b, onſiſting of both Natures: And indeed, elſe they 
Re- ould not be ſaid to be united to Chrift ; for neither 
ery of the Natures, conſider'd apart is Chriſt ;: We cannot 
ey ſay, that the Divine Nature is Chriſt, or that the 
th Human Nature is Chrif; but Chrif is both the 
2. Divine and Human Nature, God» Man, in one Per- 
2 ſon, Chriſt (faith a Learned Man) is not a Name of 
ne either Nature, but of the Perſon conſiſting of both Natures, 
2 together with his Office. Beſides, were we united only 
[= to one Nature, and not to the whole Perſon of Chriffl, 
© what would our Union avail us? Surely it would be 
* vain and ineff:Qual. Were we united to the Hu- | 
2 man Nature only, and not to the Divine, then to be 
) ſure our Union muſt be ine ffectual; For Chrift him- 
E ſelf tells us, That it is the Spirit which quickueth,” the 
F Fleſh profiteth nothing, John 6. 63. That is (as judi- 


cious Interpreters expound it) the Fleſh, or Human 

Nature of Chriff confider'd alone and without the 
Influence of the Divine, availeth nothing to Souls as 
to their Spiritual or Eeernal Good: Nor indeed can 
the Human Nature of Chrif, without the Divine; 
give Grace, or any Spiritual good Thing. On the 
other hand, were we united to the Divine Nature 
alone, and not to the Human. then our Union 
would be as ineffectual; for how full ſoever rhe 
Divine Nature is of Grace and Life in itſelf, 3 
PE BE thing 
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nothing without the Humanity. Hence it is, that 
Chrift ſo often ſpeaks of eating his Body, and drinks 
ing his Blood; and withal aſſerts the Neceflity the re- 
of in order to Life and Happineſs by him, John 6. 
$3, 54, 55. What doth eating his Fleſh, and drinking 
his Blood fignify, but an Union with his Humani- 
ty? And therefore in Verſ. 56. he addeth, He that 
 eateth my Fleſh and drinketh my Blood, awelleth in inc, 

and I in him, which is an Expre ſſion of Union; and 
without this, we have, we can have no Life, no 
Grace from him. In a Word, as the Humanity hath 
nothing to give or communicate to us, no Life, no 
Grace, no Spiritual Bleſſing without the Divinity, 
fo the Divinity is incommunicable to us withour the 
Humanity, and therefore were our Unien the one 
only, without the other, it muſt needs be ineffectual. 
F will cloſe this with the Szying of an eminent Di. 
vine; Alb all Life, all Salvation floweth from the Ful. 
neſs of the Deity that is in Chriſt, yet notwithſlanding 
it is not communicated to ns but in the Fleſh, and by the 
Fleſh of Chrif. For the Deity us as the Fountain whence al 


Humanity, is as the Channel, by which all theſe good Things, 
and all Gifts and Graces are deriv'd unte us ; and therefore 
wnleſs a Man apprehendeth this Channel, and be united to 
it, he cannot peſſibly be made a Partaker of theſe Waters 
which do flow from this Fountain, | ; 


Believer is united unto Chriſt; not his Soul only with- 
out his Body, nor yet his Body only without his Soul, 
but his whole Perſon conſiſting of both Soul and Bo- 
dy in conjunction: As Chriſt is the Saviour, ſo he is 
the Head of the whole Perſon of every Believer ; for 
he ſaves none but thoſe whom he is Head unto: And 


as Chrift is the Head of, ſo he muſt have Ne 
| | Wit 


thing can thence be deriv'd and communicated to 
us, but by and through the Humanity: And indee ing 
as the Humanity profiteth nothing without then 
Divinity; ſo I may ſay, the Divinity will profit us“ 


good Things flow, Life and Salvation; but the Fleſh, or 


2. On the other hand, the whole Perſon of the | 
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ith the whole Perſon of every Believer ; for his be- 


ing an Head, implies Union, and that Union muſt 
extend as far as his Headſhip doth, even to the whole. 
Perſon : In ſhort, the Believer's Soul is united to 


hrift ; therefore, ſaith the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 6. 17. He 
hat u joyned to the Lord, is one Spirit; and the Believe 
er's Body is united to Chriff, and therefore the Bodies 
df Believers are ſaid to be Members of Chrift, 1 Cor. 6. 


15. Thus this Union is a full Union; and as it is a 


full, ſo it is a very near Union. Next to thoſe two 
great Unions, the eſſential Union, the Union of the 
Three Perſons in One and the ſame Divine Eſſence, 
and the Perſonal Union, the Union of the two Na- 
tures, Divine and Humane, in the Perſon of Chriſt; 
This is the neareſt Union. Hence it is expreſs d, 
ſometimes by their being in each other, John 14. 20. 
Ye ſhall know, that I am in the Father, and ye in me, and 
1 in eu: Sometimes by their dweling in each other, John 


6. 56. He that eateth my Fleſh, and drinkech my Blood, ] 


awelleth in me, and I him. And what can be nearer than 
to be and dwell in each other? It is a nearer 


Union than that between the Husband and the Wife, i 


for that Union may be broken, and is at laſt; but 
this never is, never can be broken, as in its Place 
will be ſhewn. | 


III. This Eſpouſal, or Marriage-relation between 
obriſt and Believers, carries in it full and laſting 
Communion. In Marriage-relation there is a full 
and free Communion between the Parties, both in 
what they are, and what they have : The Husband 
admits the Wife into a Participation in all he is and 
hath ; on the other hand, he communicates with her 


in all ſhe is and hath; and indeed Union is in order 


to Communion. So here, in the Eſpouſal, or Mar- 
riage-Relation between Chrift and Believers, there is 
a full and free Communion between them in all they 
are and have. On the one hand, Chriſt communi» 


cates himſelf unto the Believer, he admits him into 


a Fellowſhip and Participation with him in all his 
| | Riches 
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Riches and Fulneſs. hence is that, John 1. 16. Of his 
Fulneſs have we all recerved, and Grace for Grace: 
v. 14. he is ſaid to be full of Grace: And what Grace 
is that? Why, all Graces, perſonal Grace, purcha« 
ſed Grace, Grace of Privilege, and Grace of Influence: 
And here ir is ſaid, That of his Fulneſs have we all re- 
ceived; not ſame only, but all, great and ſmall have 
received; and that not in a low, poor, ſcanty Meas 
ſure only, but in great Abundznce; therefore it's 
added, and Grace for Grace; or Grace upon Grace ; 
heaps of Grace, Grace in a plentiful manner, all Grace 
needful for the Soul, Righteouſneſs, Remiſffinn. of 
Sins, Sanctification, Renovation of the Spirit, and 
the like. Look, whatever Chriſt is, or hath, which 
Believers are capable of, it is all theirs, and they all 
hold Communion with him therein; His Beauty is 
theirs; and how black and deformed ſoever they are 
in themſelves, yet they are fair and comely in him: 
Hence faith the Spouſe, 1 am black, but comely, Cant. 
1. 5. that is, black in myſelf, but comely in Chriſt ; 
black by Nature, but comely by the Redeemer's 
Grace ; comely through the Comelineſs which he puts upon 
me, Ezek 16. 14. His Righteouſneſs is theirs; and 
how guilty and unrighteous ſoever they are in them- 
ſelves, yet in him they are Righteous, and do ſtand 
1 Righteons in the Sight of God: Hence his 
ame is ſaid to be, The Lord our Righteouſneſs, Jer. 23. 
6. and they are ſaid to be made the Righteouſneſs of God 
in him, 2 Cor. 5. 21, His Privileges and Dignittes 
are theirs; and how vile and baſe ſoever they are in 
themſelves; yet in him they are highly dignified and 
advanc'd, Is he a Son? So are they through him: 
To as many as retcived him, to them gave he Power to be- 
come the Sons of God, to as many as biliev'd in his Name: 
John 1. 12. Is he an Heir, and Heir of God? So are 
they, they are Heirs, yes, Co-heirs with him of God, 
Rom. 8. 17. Is he beloved by the Father, and that - 
with a choice and ſingulzr Love? So are they, they 
are belov'd in him, Eph. 1.6. Vea, they are belov'd 
with che ſame Love, wherewith he is belov'd by the 
| | | Father, 
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ather, John 17. 23. Is he a King? So are they, he 
ach made them, and doth make them all Kings, and 

ey do, and ſhall reign with him for ever, Rev 1.6. 
he in Heaven, in Poſſeſſion of Happineſs and Glo- 
y? So are they: Hence they are ſaid to fit together 
ith him in heavenly Places, Eph. 2.6. What ſhall I 
xy? His Glory is theirs, The Glory which thou gaveſt 
e (faith he to his Father) I have given them Joh. 17. 

2. Yea, all his Divine Fulneſs is theirs; and how 
mpty and imperfe& ſoever they are in themſelve, 
et they are perfect and compleat in him, and in his 

alneſs, Col. 2 9, 10. In him dwelleth all the Fulneſs 
f the Godhead Bodily ; Bodily, that is, truly, perfect- 
y, unchangeably, and not typically only, as in the 
emple of Old. All the Fulneſs and Perfection of 
he Godhead dwelleth truly and perfectly in him: 
And what then? Why it follows, and ye are compleat 
in him, q. d. You are poor and empty Things in 
ourſelves, but your Head and Husband hath all the 
Fulneſs of the Godhead in hin, and it is always in 
him; for it dwelleth ic. him, and it is all yours, 
and you do communicate with him in all, fo far as 
you are Capable of it, to compleat you both in Grace 
and Glory. Thus Chriſt communicates himſelf unto 

the Believer, and admits him into a Participation 

with him in all he is and hath. 

On the other hand, Chriſt partakes and holds Com- 
munion with Believers in all they are and have: And 
what is their All? Truly a poor All; in and of 
themſelves, they have nothing but Sins and Sorrows, 
Guilt and Affliction. Indeed, in mgrrying of them, 
he gives them Gifts, Graces, Comforts, and the like; 
and having given them theſe, he holds Communion 
with them in all; their Gifts and Graces, their Joys 
ard Comforts are his: But, I ſay, in and of them- 
ſelves they have nothing but Sorrows and Sins, and 

in a Sort holdech Communion with them in both: 

Hence it is ſaid, that in all their Affictions he is aſict- 
ed, Ila. 63 9. = 
le looks vpon their Sorrows as his, and their Suf- 
| ferings 
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ferings as his. I was an hungry, and ye gave me no 1 
Meat; 1 was thirſty, naked, impriſoned, & c. Matth. 25. 
35, 36. And often (you know) in Scripture, their 


E Sufferings and Afflictions are called the Sufferings and 
” Afflictions of Chriſt? And why the Sufferings and 
Afflictions of Chriſt ? Not only becauſe for the moſt 
part they ſuffzr for his Sake; but alſo becauſe he ſuf- 
fereth and is afi:Qed in them and with them: He 
communicates with them in their Afflictions: And, 
as in their Sorrows, ſo alſo in ſome Sort in their Sins 
too: Hence he calls their Sins, as well as their Af. 
flictions, his, Mine Iniquities have taken hold upon me, 
Pal. 40. 12. Which Luther and others underſtand of 
Chriſt ſpeaking of our Sins, and calling ckem his: 
Not, my Beloved, that he doth admit of any the leaſt 
Stain, or Tindture of ſinful Defilement upon himſelf, 
but he ſo looks upon our Sins as his, asto take them 
off from us. and looks upon himſelf reſponſible to the 


Father's Juſtice for them : So he was faid to be made 


Sin for us, 2 Cor. 5. 21. O what Grace is here! I 
Cloſe this Head with a great and ſweet Saying, which 
J have read in one of the Ancients, ſuitable to this 


Purpoſe. © The like ſweet Names are not to be 


« found, by which the ſweet Affections of Chriſt 
„ and the Soul are expreſs'd each to other, as thoſe 
* of the Bridegroom and the Bride; for why, all 


* Things are common with them, nothing proper, 


having nothing ſeparate and apart each from other; 
© they have both one Inheritance, one Houſe, one 
* Table, one Marriage-bed, alſo one Fleſh: The Sum 
is, they communicate with each other in all they are 
and have, | | 


IV. This Eſpouſal or Marriage-Relation between 
brit and Believers, carries in it ſtrong and ardent 


Affection- In a Marriage- relation, there is the 
deareſt, the ſtrongeſt, and moſt intimate Aff Qion, 
that is to be found amongſt the Children of Men: 


Tis a Relation made up of Love: Love is not only 


Concomitant of Marrisge, but it is even a Part 
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it, and is eſſential to it: In Marriage Hearts muſt 
joyn'd as well as Hands, or they are not right: 
here in this Spiritual Eſpouſil, or Marriage- 
lation between Chriſt and Believers, there is a ve- 
dear and intimate Affection each to other; their 
>2rfs are indeed knit, and do intimately cleave to 
e another: The Saints (ſays one) are called the 
uſe of Chriſt, Propter amoris magnitudinem ; becauſe 
that great and unparellel'd Love that is between 
m. And it is a ſweet Saying, which I have read in 
We of the Ancients to this Purpoſe. © Chriſt (ſays he) 
calls himſelf our Bridegroom, that he might inſt» 
nuate the Greatneſs of his Love to us, which de- 
cays not with Time; and he calls us his Spouſe, 
not his Wife, noting that our Love to him 
ſhould be always new, always lively and vigo- 
rous.” The T1uth is, there is no Love like that 
tween Chrif and his Spouſe; Chriſt loves and e- 
uſes, and the Sou! loves and is eſpouſed ; and both 
Ing eſpouſed, do love for ever; and ſo this Rela- 
dn is beth founded in Love, and perfected in Love; 
both made up and manzg'd with Love on all 
nds; Chriſt ſets his Love upon the Soul, and in 
Wat Love eſpouſes him to himſelf, then he loves 
Im as his Spouſe : Often, in the Book of Canticles, 
"Ws Spouſe, is called his Love; as alſo he on tte 
her hand is call'd her Beloved. And what doth 
is note, but that the whole Relation conſiſts main» 
in Love, and that they àre more dearly and in- 
mately beloved by each other; Chriſt having eſpou- 
d the Soul to himſelf, now his Love runs out in 
Il Streams towards him ; he loves him above all 


Mie reſt of the Creatures, in ſome reſpe&s above 


We Angels themſelves, as ſtanding in a nearer Re- 
tion to him than they do. On the other hand, the 
Poul's Love is drawn out to Chrift, and loving him, 
We is eſpouſed to him; and being eſponſed to him, 
We loves him yet more; now Chrift is laid between his 

reaſts, in his moſt intimate Affections, he has the 
hrone in his Heart, Cant 1. 13. yea, the Soul by 
Degrees 
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f Degrees comes to be cf Love to him (as you hay 


Perſon of Chriſt. Of which more in its place. 


the Bridegroom, as the higheſt and pureſt that iz 


esch other's Souls. On the one hand, Chriſt reſt 
the Wife of his Youth: This his Spouſe is ti 
joyfully with her; henee ſhe is call'd his Delight 
Hephzibarh, (ſays he to her) for the Lord delighteth i 
Iſa. 62, 4. And again, A. # young Man marrieth | 


Virgin, ſo ſhall thy Sons marry thee; and as # Bridegroon| 
rejoyceih cer the Bride, ſo ſhall thy God rejoyce over th 


8 
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it) Cant. 2.5. Stay me with FlagonsAſays ſhe) com 
me with Apples, for I am ſick of Lowe? To whom? J. 
Chrift. And truly this (as one of the Ancients h 
obſerv'd) is a ſweet Sickneſs, a bleſſed Languor, a pleaſa 
'Zove! And this Love between Chriſt and his Spouſ 
IS a chaſte Love, a Virgin-love, a Love that is pitch 
ed upon the Perſon of each other; Chriſt loves thi 
Perſon of the Believer, and the Believer loves 


V. This Eſpouſal, or Marriage- relation between 
Chrift and Believers, carries in it a mutual Reſt an 
Complacency for ever. In a Marriage-relation, then 
is a great Delight and Complacency the Parties have] 
or ſhould have each in other, in the Day of Eſpoug 
fals. You know how Selomen ſpake, Rejoyce with thi 
Wife of thy Youth, let ver be as the lowing Hind and plu 
ant Roe: let her. Breaſis ſatisfy thee at all times, ani 
be thou raviſh d always with her Love, Prov. 5. 18, 19 
All noting that Joy, Reſt, and Complacency tha 
that Relation carries in it, and the Parties have i 
each other, and we read {you know) of the Joy 0. 


found among the Sons of Men: So in this Spiritus 
Eſpouſal between Chriſ and Believers, there is a mug 
tual Reſt and Complacency which they have in each 
other: They are, as it were, the Reſt, the Joy] 
the Satisfaction of each other; the Solace of 
and rejoyces in the Believer, as one would do | 
him, as a loving Hind, and pleaſant Rue, and he lives 
and that as being marry'd to him: Thou ſhalt be calle 


thee, thou ſhalt be the Joy and Delight of my Soulf 


ver, 5 


ou hier. 5. The Sum of all which, amounts to this, That 
come marrying his People to himſelf, delighteth in 
n? Them, and rejoyces over them, and that with the 
ts Hef igheſt and pureſt Delight and Complacency ſuira- 
plenſariMle to the Relation: The Truth is, he ſpeaks as if 
Spouſe had forgotten to delight in the Angels, or in any 


pitch 
ves thy 
res 
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t wee 


eſt and 


„ther ir and pleaſant art thou, O Love, for. Delight! and 
s haveMW-apter 6. v. 6. he acknowledges himſelf captiva- 
Eſpouſſed by her, Turn away thine Eyes from mes for they have 
ith thiWvercome me: Yea, he has declared then to be his 


a ples 


5, ank 


18, 198-07, as a Type of the Church, and Spouſe of Chriſt, 
/ thaWod his Reſt in her; and indeed they are his Reſt, his 
ave inf@oul is at reſt in them, in them is his higheſt Joy. 
oy offence that ſweet Word, Zeph. 3. 17. The Lord thy 
hat ii od, in the midſt of thee is mighty; he will rejoyce over 
ir itua bee with Joy ; he will reſt in his Love upon thee, he will 
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light{Wreat ſpringing of Joy within her, and all this in 
ca¹Thriſt her Bridegroom; in his Perſon, in his Preſence, 
hn his Protection, in the Fruits of his Grace and 
Soul Love: and therefore it follows, and his Fruit was 
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F the Works of his Hands, but in them alone. 
ly Goodneſs (ſays he to the Father) extendeth not 
ee, but to the Saints, in whom is all my Delight, Pſal. 

6. 2. Yea, he declares himſelf raviſhed with them, 
his Spouſe, Cant. 4. 9. Thou haſt raviſbed my Heart, 
ty Sifter, my Spouſe ; thou haſt raviſhed my Heart: 
ad he ſpeaks as one raviſh'd indeed, Cant. 7.6. How 


2ſt, Pſal. 132. 14. Tnis is my Reft for ever, (ſays he) 
ere will I dwell, for I have deſired it. It's ſpoken of 


ey over thee with Singing; as much as to ſay, his whole 
eſt, Solace, and Delight ſhall be in thee. 
dther hand, the Believer reſts and rejoyces in Chriſt, 
s in his Head and Husband : 1 ſar down under his Shae 
ww (ſays the Spouſe) with great Delight, Cant. 2. 3. 
dhe did ſuaviter requieſcere (as one expreſſes it) ſweet- 
y reſt, and repoſe her Soul in him: Her Soul was at 
eſt, and fill'd with Delight, great Delight, ſhe had; 


weet to my Taſte; as if ſhe would ſay, O with what 
Joy, what Solace, what Delight and Satisſaction of 


Soul did I converſe with him, and feed upon hi 
2 \ © Th 
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the Apoſtle ſpeaks) witheur Chriſt, that is, without 


lay ing out irſelf for us and upon us; and it is from 
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Thus in theſe Eſpouſals there is mutual Delight and 
Satisfaction between Chrift and Believers: And O 
how ſ« eet is this! this makes this Eſpouſal to re. 
J:ſh ſtrongly of Heaven, and to ſet the Soul down 
even at the Gate thereof. Thus I have ſhewn you 
what this Eſpouſal, or Marriage. relation between 
'Thriſt and Believers is. 
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In which the Way and Means of the accom 
pliſhment of the Eſpouſal or Marriage Rela- 
tion bet meet CHRIST and Believers is enquired 
into, and a general Account thereof given. 


AVING ſeen ſomewhat of the Nature of the 
Eſpouſal or Marriage-relation between Chrif 
and Believers, the next Thing to be enquired into, | 
is, How this Eſpouſal or Relation is made up and 
accompliſh'd: To be ſure, Naturally we are all 
Strangers to it, an unacquainted with it, being (as 


Union with Him, or any Spiritual Relation to Him, 
Epheſ. 2. 12. But how then, and in what Way is 
it brought about? In general, it is from Divine 
Grace, the Grace of God in Jeſus Chriſt acting and 


Divine Grace two Ways; or as that Grace carries a dou- 
ble Oppoſition with ir. Firſt, As it ſtands in Oppoſiti- 
on to any thing of Worth or Deſervings in us; and ſo 
it flows from the Riches of Divine Grace, as its only 
Spring and Fountain. And, Secondly, As that Grace 
ſtands in Oppoſition to any thing of Power or Abi. 
licy in us; and fo 'tis effected by the Power of Di- 
vine Grace as its Principle and Efficient, Accord» 
ingly take this General in theſe two Ts 3s. 
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1. This Eſpouſal or Marriage-Relation between | 
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hriſt and Believers, flows from the Riches of Di- 
ine Grace, as its only Spring and Fountain, That 
ny of the Sons of Men are marry'd and eſpouſed ro 
hriſt, is not from any thing of Worth or Deſerv- 
os in them; but purely and entirely from the 
ree-Grace and Love, dwelling and working in the 
eart of God and Chriſt towards them; and this 
ccount the Scripture gives us of it, Jer. 31. I have 


wed thee with an unfeigned Love; therefore with an Ever= 


fing Lovingkindneſs have I drawn thee. As if He ſhould 
y, I have drawn thee out of thy Sins, out of thy 
abelief, out of thy Carnal Reſt and Refuge, and I 
ave drawn thee to myſelf, into Union and Com- 
union wth myſelf, into a Marriage-Covenant and 
elation with myſelf, and all this from mine own - 
ree-Love, that Love, that Kindneſs, that has been 
my Heart towards thee from everlaſting. So again, 
f. 2. 19. I'will betroth thee unte me for ever; yea, I wilt 
trath thee unto me in Rightcouſneſs, and in Judgment, and 
Loving-kindneſs, and in Mercies. Mark, It is Mercy 
d Loving-kindneſs, which eſpouſes Souls to Chriſt, 


o (ſays one upon this Place) eſpouſes us to Chric 


duced thereunto by no Merits of ours, but by his own 
bodneſs and Mercy. And indeed, my Beloved, what 
ave we, or what have any of the Sons of Men, 
hat ſhould ſpeak the one or the other worthy of 
Conjugal-relation to Chriſt, or that ſhould invite 
d induce him to take us into ſuch a Relation to 
imſelf? Have we Birth or Parentage to induce him? 
Jo? No; alas! as to our State, we are all of the 
rood of Hell, and thence, as Sinners, we all have 
r Deſcent and Original, John 8. 44. Have we 
eauty and Amiableneſs? No; for we are all black 
d deformed in ourſelves, we have the Spirit of the 
evil in us, and the Image of the Devil upon us; 
e are blind, and deaf, and dumb, and lame and 


rooked : So the Scripture ſpeaks of us in our natu- 
al State, We are all in eur Beod and Gore; caft ont 
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into the open Fields, to the loathing of our Perſons, Ezek 


j 


46. 5, 6. And as their Caſe is repreſented, Iſa. 16, 
ſuch is ours ſpiritually, Even from the Sole of the Foot, 
ro the Crown of the Head, there is no Sounaneſs in us, 'ne-i 
thing but Wounds, and Bruiſes, and putrifying Sores : In 
a Word, we are all Sin, and have nothing but Sin 
Know, O Spouſe of Chriſt (favs one of the Ancients) 
that thon haſt nothing of thyſelf but Sins; as for all thi 
:good Things they are the Grace of thy Bridegroom to thee, 
to whom therefore give the Glory of it. I ſay, we have 
nothing but Sin: And is there any Beauty, any 
Comelineſs in that to attract an Holy Jeſus? ſurely 
No. Hive we Riches and Treaſures? No; for in- 
deed we are poor and miſerable, blind and naked, Rev. 3. 
17. Treaſures, it is true, we have, but they are 
black ones; Treaſures of Sin and Wickedneſs, Trea- 
Aures of Guilt and Wrath, which ſurely cannot ren- 
der us worthy, but moſt unworthy of ſuch a Rela- 
tion. Have we Wiſdom and Parts to invite him ? 
No; we are altogether brutiſh and fooliſh, Jer. 10. 8. 
Wi ſe we are, but it is to do Evil; to do Good, we have 
% Knowledge, Jer. 4. 22. Have we Love and Kind- 
neſs in us towards him, or Good-nature ? No; for 
Naturally we love him not; yea, we hate him, and 
are Enemies to him, Luke 19. 14. We hate both him 
and the Father, as he charg'd the Jews of old; yea, 
we are as Enmity itſelf to him, Rom. 8. 7. We are 
Enemies to his Perſon, to his Kingdom, to his Grace, 
to his Righteouſneſs, to his Ways, to all Acquain- 
tance and Communion with him: Thus we have no- 
Thing to induce him to take us into fuch a Rela- 
tion: At the beſt, we are but pdor Worms, whoſe 
Foundation is in the Duſt? And what can it be, but 
free and rich Grace in Chriſt to marry and eſpouſe 
Juch unto himſelf? | P 


IT. This Eſpouſal, or Marriage-Relation between il 
Chriſt and Believers, is wrought and effected by the 
Power of Divine Grace, as its Principle and Effici- 
ent. When Souls are marry'd and eſpous'd to Chriſt, 

| | tis 


* * 
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is not done by any Power or Ability of their own, 
or yet by the Power and Efficacy of Means and 
aſtruments; but 'tis purely from the Power and 
fficacy of Divine Grace: Indeed, God makes ufe 
bf Means and Inſtruments, He makes uſe of the 


oſpel and Goſpel-Miniſters for the eſpouſing of 
inners to his Son; and theſe are the only ordinary 


Ezek. 
Iſa. 16. 
he Foot, 
US, n0· 
es : In 
it Sin. 


ients) ays and Means whereby He doth it: Therefore 
ys the Apoſtle in my Text, [1] have eſpouſed you to 
o thee, Ne Hucband, that is, I by my Miniſtry, I by Preach- 
have ng the everlaſting Goſpel, have been an Inſtrument 
„ any Mn God's Hand for your eſpouſing to Chriſt. But tho“ 
ſurely od thus makes uſe of Means and Inſtruments in 


or in-Uhis Work, yer ſtill the Work itſelf is from pure 
dev. 3. race, and to Grace doth Chriſt attribute it, exclu- 
ey are ing all other Power but this as ſufficient hereunto, 
Trea- en 6. 44. No Man can come o me, or believe on me, 


ft ren- Wloſe with me in Marriage-Covenant, except the Fa- 


Rela» Wher, which hath ſent me, draw him; that is, except 
him? Ame Power of Divine Grace be put forth in order 
10. 8. Pereunto. The Drawing Chriſt here ſpeaks of, is 
e have Fomprehenſive of the whole Buſineſs ; it is the ena- 


Kind- ling of us to come to Chriſt, to believe on him, 
for nd to cloſe with him as our Head and Husband, 
and t notes (as one obſerves) not any violent Coaction 
h him r Conſtraint, but a ſweet bowing of the Will, 


| yea, Which in itſelf was averſe from, and oppoſite to 
e are Pod and Chriſt, and withal, a carrying of the Soul 
zrace, Wo Chriſt, and an enabling of him to cloſe with him 
juain- Mn this Relation: And this Chriſt aſcribes wholly to 
e no- he Power of Divine Grace. The Truth is, in and 
Rela- f ourſelves we have no Power or Ability for ſach 
whoſe i Work; we are without Strength, Rom. 6. 5. Yea, 
» but hen we are brought into Chriſt by the Power of 


pouſe Pivine Grace, yet then, in and of ourſelves we can 


vo nothing ; ſo Chriſt tells us, John 15. 5. Without me 
e can do nothing, Yea, when we are brought into 
ween Chriſt, and have had ſome Communion with him, 
y the Wet we can't follow after him, nor draw one Tittle 
:fhici- Mearer to him, unleſs a_ freſh Influence of Divine 
hriſt, 7 873 | : Grace 
cis | 


Works of Divine Grace are, by whtch poor Sinne. 
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Grace be put forth upon us, enabling us thereuntoj 
ſo much the Spouſe was ſenſible of, and therefor, 
Prays thus, Draw me. and we will run after thee, Cant 
1. 4. As if ſhe ſhould ſay, Lord, in myſelf I can't 
ſtir one Foot towards thee ; but do thou put fort) 
thy Power in drawing me, and then, and not till 
then, ſhall I come nearer to thee : Yea, my Beloved 
the eſpouſing of Souls to Chriſt, is not only the Ag 
or Work of Divine Grace, and the Power of i 
but 'tis the Act or Work of the mighty Power d 
that Grace; tis not an ordinary Power that is and 
muſt be put forth therein, but even the Greatneſs «| 
the Power of that Grace, a Power no leſs than thi 
which was put forth in raiſing Chrift from the Dead] 
So the Apoſtle tells us, Eph. 1. 18, 19, 20. That yi 
may know (ſays he) what is the exceeding e 4 
his Power to us- ward, who believe according to the Werl 
ing of his Mighty Power which he wrought in Chriſt wh 
he raiſed him from the Dead. So then here is Power 
mighty Power, the mighty Power of God, th 
Greatneſs of the mighty Power of God, the exceed! 


Wi 


ing Greatneſs of the Mighty Power of God, th 1 
ſame exceeding Greatneſs of the Mighty Power Wto 
God which raiſed Chriſt from the Dead: and all puWpar 
forth to enable us to believe, and ſo to cloſe wit dot 
Chriſt in a Marriage-Covenant. Thus this Work iWunt 
every Way from Divine Grace. But here more par Ch: 
ticularly, the Enquiry will be, What thoſe Acts o to! 


come to be eſpouſed to Chriſt ? I ſhall reduce then By 
all to two Heads; they are either (Firſt) more rand 
mote, being Acts of Divine Grace put forth fo Ete 
us, and towards us: Or, (Secondly) more near, b:M Ere 
ing Acts of Divine Grace put forth in us, and upoſ ma! 
us: In the firſt, the Father and Jeſus Chriſt moi Spc 
immediately by and from themſelves. In the {Wis 1 
cond, they work by the Influence and Miniſtry Ti 
the Bleſſed Spirit. I will ſpeak a little of each. Nat 
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a CHAP. IV. 
* 
on pberein are contained the more remote As 


ti of Divine Grace, put forth more immediate- 
ved /y by the Father and Feſus Chriſt, for us, 


and towards us, in order to the Accompliſhs» 


er nent of the Eſpouſal between Chriſt and us. 
{ of HERE are ſome more remote Acts of Grace, 
thi Acts of Grace put forth more immediately by 


the Father and Jeſus Chriſt, for us, and towards 
us, in order to the making up of this Eſpouſal or 
Marriage-Relation between Chriſt and us; and of- 
Irheſe I ſhall mention Five, all which do neceſſarily 
concur, and have their influence into this Buſineſs, 
wen and indeed there is much of the Myſtery of God in 
chem: They are theſe, 


I. God the Father marries and eſpouſes our Nature 
r to the Perſon of his Son, and thereby fits and pre- 
pares him to be an Husband for us; this God has 
with done once for all, and che Influence thereof concurs 
unto the Accompliſhment of the Eſpouſal between 
Wl Chriſt and every Believer ; I ſhall illuſtrate this un- 
to you, from that Parable, Matth 22. beginning where- 
we read of a King that made a Marriage for his Son: 
By which King we are to underſtand God the Father; 
and by his Son, Jeſus Chriſt, the Eternal Son of that 


Eternal Father. He, who proceeded from him by 
be Eternal Generation. God the Father then is faid to 
pol make a Marriage for his Son: But, pray, who is the 
* Spouſe ? 'tis obferv'd by Divines, That the Spouſe 
> ſe 


is not here mention'd; Who or what then is ſhe? 
'Tis anſwer'd, Chriſt has a two-fold Spouſe; our 
Nature, and the Perſons of Believers : Both which 
may be intended here, tho' the firſt chiefly and prin- 

Cipally ; and ſo by the Marriage here, we are to un- 
\P | 3 4 derſtand 
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but ſecondarily, and by Conſequence, the ſpiritus 


the whole reſolves into this, That God the Father 


derſtand the Perſonal Marriage, the Marriage be 
tween the Perſon of the Son of God and our Nature 
and ſo Calvin and others expound it: This primarily 


Marriage, the Marriage between Chriſt and Believs 
ers; and we are to look on the one as laying i; 
Foundation, and making Way for the other: So tha 


hath married and eſponſed our Nature to the Per 
ſon of his Son in the Hypoſtatical Union, and thered 
by has fitted and prepar'd him to be an Husband foi or 
us, and made Way for the Marriage of our PerſoniWnc 
ro his Perſon in the Spiritual Union. And indeed nat 
unleſs our Nature had been firſt married to him ii our 
the one, our Perſons could never poſſibly have beeniWus 
married to him in the other; for pray obſerve, Thea! 
Glory of Chriſt confider'd as the Eternal Son, and ſo wi 
as God, is too bright, and the Diſtance betwixt him in 
and us is too great for us to come to him, and be 

made one with him in a Marriage-Relation : ChritM | 
conſider'd in his own naked Glory, as God, is too an- 


bright an Object for us to lock upon, much more anc 


to have ſo near an Union to, and Communion with; Na k 
one Sight of him thus conſider'd, is enough to ſwal- for 
low us up, and even to overwhelm our Spirits; we Ch 


cannot thus ſee him, and live: But now our Na-M Gc 


ture being married and eſpouſed to his Divine Per-M us 
ſon ; that is to ſay, he having aſſum'd our Nature to 


into Union with himſelf, as the Eternal Son, which hir 


the Evangeliſt calls his being made Fleſh, John 1. 14. co: 
And the Apoſtle, his partaking of Fleſb and Blood, Heb. hir 
2. 14. Hereby the overwhelming Brightneſs of his ſai, 
Glory was veil'd, and the dreadful Terror of his ſuc 
Greatneſs, together with the affrighting Diſtance be- all 
tween him and us is taken away : Yea, hereby his be 
Glory is brought down (as one hath it) to our Eye, W 
to our beholding : Hereby he hath marvellouſſy Hof 
ſweetned and endear'd himſelf to us, and made Way us 
for us, for a free Acceſs to him, and the neareft U- MW Gr 


nion and Communion with him: Hence Divines H. 


giv 
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ive us this as one Reaſon of Chriſt's Incarnation, 
hat he might thereby become a fic Husband for his 
SPcople, and they might be capable of Union and 
Communion with him: Therefore (as a Learned Man 
obſerv'd) was the Sen of God made Man, that he might” 
true, a fit Bridegroom for the Church ; and its right» 
y obſerv'd by Divines, That in ſtri& Propriety of 
WS peccch, neither the Father, nor the Holy Spirit; 
but the Son, the Secod Perſon in the Trinity, is the 
MC hurch's B:idegroom; and they give this Reafon ' 
or it, becauſe he only was made Man, he only was 
Incarnate. O, had not the Son of God been incar- 
dnste, had he not, (as Auſtin's Expreſſion is) married 
our Nature to himſelf in the Womb of the Virgin, none of 
us had ever been capable of ſuch a Privilege, ſuch ' 
Wa Happineſs, as a conjugal Union and Communion 
ſoß wich him. Thar therefore is the ficſt Act of Grac- 
Jin this Buſineſs. | | 


and the Soul co Chriſt, he gives Chriſt for an Head 
and Husband to the Soul, and he gives the Soul for 
a Bride or Spouſe to Chriſt. (Firſt) He gives Chriſt 
for an Head and Husband to the Soul, in John 4 19. 
= Chriſt is called /e Gift of God: And how the Gift of 
God? Two Ways, (firſt) in that he gave him for © 
us; he gave him to be incarnate, to ſuſfer, to bleed, 
to die, to be made Sin and a Curſe for us; he gave 
him as an Offering and a Sacrifice for us. And (ſe- 
condly) in that he gives him alfo to us; he gives 


ſaid, That He gave him to be Head to the Church, and 
ſuch an Head as has the Command and Diſpoſe of 
all Things: He gave him to be Head over all Things to 
the Church, Eph. 1. 22. both in the Council of his 
Will from Eternity, and alſo in the Act or Work 
of his Grace here in Time, he thus gives Chriſt to 
us: And O how richly and glorioufly doth his 
Grace ſhine forth herein! In giving Chriſt to us, 
He gives his beſt and his deareſt; for He has no- 
| B 5 thing 


IT. God the Father gives Chriſt unto the Soul, 4 


him to be an Head and Husband to us: Hence tis 
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given to him, we ſhould never come to him byf 


rous to eſpouſe them unto himſelf, whom his Fa- 


Gift: And fo does chi here, He approves and 


2 
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thing better, nothing dearer to him than his Chriſc 
as afterwards may be ſhewn. (ſecondly,) He give ak 
the Soul for a Bride or Spouſe to Chriſt : Believe co 
(you know) are often ſaid to be given by the Fan. 
ther to Jeſus Chriſt ; My Father which gave them med 
95 5 Chriſt concerning Believers) z greater than a M 
John 10. 29. And thine they were, and thou gaveſt then o 
me, John 17 6. with many other Places which mig me 
be mention'd. God gives all the Ele& to Chriſt t Neu- 
be his Spouſe; He gives them to him (firſt) in th. 
Eternal Purpoſe and Counſel of his Grace; in th Cb 
Day of everlaſting Love, when God firſt ſer high: 
Heart upon his choſen Ones, then gave He them : be 
to his Son, and Willd their Union to him in pr. 
Marriage-Covenant; and He gives them to him alſoſ th. 
(ſecondly) in the Work of Vocation, which make hi. 
Way for the Working of Faith in Chriſt in the . 
Soul. The Father (ys He) hath given this Spouſe tire. 
his Son (ſpeaking of his Church) and joyns her to hin to 
by his Spirit. And, my Beloved, without this Ahe 
of Grace put forth by God towards us, the March G1 
would never be made between Chriſt and any poor” T 


Soul; for this indeed is that which brings the 
Soul to Chriſt : So much Chrift himſelf tells us, Joh 
G. 37. All that the Father giveth me ſhall come to me 
Mark, Tis the Fathers giving us to Chriſt, that 
brings us to him, and were we not by the Father 


Believing, there could never be a Marriage- Unio 
and Relation between him and us. | | 


III. Chriſt readily approves and accepts of the 
Father's Gift, being willing, yes, longingly deſi- 


ther gives him in order thereunto In the making 
up of a Marriage, tis not enough that the Father 
gives ſuch or ſuch an one to his Son, and his Son 
ro her; but there muſt alſo be the Conſent of the 
Son ; he muſt approve and accept of the Father's 


accept 
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accepts of the Father's Gift: The Father wills the 


aking ſuch and ſuch poor Sinners to Wife, and ac- 
cordingly gives himſelf to them, and them to him, 


and the Will of Chriſt falls in with, and is conform- 
Wed to the Will of the Father herein, and ſo the 
Match goes on. This you have clearly held forth, 
John F. 37. AA that the Father hath given me, come unto + 
nne; and him that cometh to me, I will in no wiſe caſt 


ut, Mark, Here are among others, Two Things. 
1. Here is the Father's giving of poor Sinners to 
Chriſt, and therein his Will and Conſent that they 


ſnould be eſpouſed to him, in theſe, Words, A that 
„e Father hath given me. 2. Here is Chrift's Ap= 
Wprobation and Acceptation of the Gift of the Fa- 
ther, with his Will and Conſent to eſpouſe them to 
8 himſelf, in theſc Words, And him that cometh unto 
ne, 1 willin no wiſe caſt out: that is, I will aſſuredly- 


receive him, and accept of him, I will take him in- 
to a conjugal Union and Relation to myſelf Chriſt 
here plainly declares his Acceptance of che Father's 
Gift, giving poor Sinners to him to be his Spouſe. . 
Tis a great Saying, and ſuitable to this I am ſpeaks 
ing, which I have read in a great Divine, The Eter- 


ui and good Pleaſure of God precedes (favs he); but 


Chriſt the Bridegroom cannot but will the ſame Thing 
which the Father wills; his Will is conformed to the 


== Father's, and therefore does he accept us as his Sponſe. 
In a Word, in this Act of Grace, Chriſt's Language 


is ſuch as this, © Father, doſt Thou give ſuch and 
“ ſuch poor Sinners to me? and is it thy Will, thac 
* they ſhould be eſpouſed to me? Content, I do 

* freely accept of them, and am willing to eſpouſe 
them to myſelf for ever: Tis true, they are 
* poor worthleſs Creatures, altogether unſuitable 
to my Dignity and Greatneſs ; bur, Father, they 
„ are Thy Gift, and IT accept them as ſuch: . True, 
there is no Beauty in them that I ſhould deſire - 
them, but they are Thy Gift, and I will marry 

them and make them beautiful. And O what 
Grace is this! | Iv. 


and accepts of the Father's Gift, but moreover He 


IV. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt not only approves 


redeems them thus given to him, with the Price off 
his own Blood; He ranſoms them from Sin, and 
Death, and Hell, whereunto in themſelves they were 
all in Bondage; which alſo neceffarily concurs to the 
Accompliſnment of the Eſpouſal between him and] 
them. Tis obſerv'd by ſome, That in the Eaſtern 
Countries it was the Manner for Men to buy their 
Wives; and indeed, ſo much ſeems to be intimated] 
in that Meſſage of Saul to David, 1 Sam. 18. 25.8 
Where, when he would perſuade David to marry 
his Daughter, in Pretence at leaſt, he ſends him 
Word, That he deſir'd not any Dowry, but ſo and 
fo : It ſeems then, that it was uſual to expect af 
Dowry. The ſame alſo appears by the Practice of 
-Sh:chem, Gen. 34. 11, 12. where being in Love with 


"Dinah, Jacib's Daughter, he proffer'd to give af 
Dowry for her; Give me, (ſays he) but thy Damſel 
to Wife, and at me never ſo much Dowry and Gift, 

and I will give it thee. To be ſure tis ſo here, Chrif Hun 
buys all his Spouſes, and gives a vaſt Gift for them; {Wh 
Chrift indeed is in love with poor Sinners, given him ne 
by the Father, and deſires to marry them to him- e 
ſelf; but he muſt buy them if he means to have O 
them, and buy them He does, and at a dear Rate, e. 
He gives a great Dowry for them, even his Life, 88 
his Blood, his Glory, and all for a Time. Hence 
he is ſaid 7o {ive himſelf for us, Eph. 5. 25. and toe 
purchaſe us by his Blood, Acts 20. 28. Hence we are it) 


ſaid to be bought by him with @ Price, with a great fer 
Price, with a Price of ineſtimable Value, even i. 
own moſt precions Blood, 1 Cor. 6. 20. The Caſe lies 
thus: The Ele&, as well as others, were all gone 
into Captivity, ſold under Sin and Satan, in Bon- 
dage to Death, and Hell, and Wrath, which is the 
Condition of all by Nature ; and if Chriſt will have 
them as his Spouſe, He muſt ranſom and - redeem 
them from all ; which accordingly He 4 ; 1 

| 7 | beds, 
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leeds, he dies, he gives himſelf a Ranſom for them, 
n order to the marrying of them to himſelf: He 
ad indeed a mind to a Spouſe among the Children of 
Men, and was in Love with them from all Eternity, 

as he himſelf tells us, Prov. 8. 31, and ſo in Love 
wich them, as that he does in effect ſay unto the Fa- 
Ther, as Shechem did to Jacob, Aut me never ſo much 
ore, and I will give lit. Why, my Son, ſays the 
ather, if thou wilt have them, and marry them to 
hyſelf, thou muſt give thy Blood, thy Life for 
hem ; thou muſt redeem them from Sin, and Death, 
25 nd Hell, whereunto they are in Bondage; which 

an't be done by leſs than by giving thyſelf a Ran- 
om for them: All which Chriſt aſſents unto, and 
omplies with, and that with Delight, freely giving 
imſelf for them. And O what Grace is this! Oh, 
o give ſuch a Price for ſuch a Spouſe! A Price fo 
great, for a Spouſe ſo black and unworthy ; this is a 
glorious Grace indeed. 


V. Chriſt makes Love to them, tenders himſelf 
nto their Embraces, and withal wooeth them for 
heir Acceptance of him, and that with the greateſt 
and moſt affectionate Importunity : How much ſoe- 
er it has coſt Chriſt to redeem poor Sinners, and 
ow great a Dowry ſoever He has given for them, 
yet they are unwilling to cloſe with him, they have 
o Mind, no Heart Chriſtward, and. ſo the Match 
s not like to be made up unleſs ſomething further 
De done; therefore after all, Chriſt (as ene phraſes 
Wt) comes a wooing to them, He makes Love, of- 
| fering himſelf to them, and earneſtly ſolicites them 
for their Love and Acceptance: He importunes 
them, and that in ſuch a Way, as if he were reſolv= 
Wed to take no Denial; in Ezek. 16. 8. we read of a 
Time of Love, a Time (that is) of Chriſt's making Love 
to Sinners lying in their Blood and Gore. And in- 
deed, Chriſt has Times of Love, Times when he 
makes Love, and offers himſelf with all his Riches 


and Treaſures to poor Sinners; when his Language 
lures 50 poor d. _ a A 


38 ä The Beſt Match N Or, * 


to them is, Behold me, behold me, Iſa. 65. 1. and, Li 
upon me, and be ye ſaved, al the Ends of the Hari 
Iſa. 45. 22. Now he comes, and tells over the Std 
riès of his Love to them, how much He has don 
and ſuffer'd for them, how much his Deſire is to 
wards them, what great Things He will beſtow upo 
them, and inſtate them into, and all to win and al 
lure them to himſelf, to gain their Love and Con 
ſent to accept of him, and to be his in a Marriage 
Covenant. Time was when Chriſt came and dig 
this himſelf in Perſon ; when he food, and cried, if 
any Man thirſt, let him come unto me and arink, Joh 
7. 37. Time was, when in his own Perſon he im 
portun'd poor Sinners from Day to Day, he mad 
Love to them Time after Time, as he did (yoy 
know) to Jeruſalem, Matth. 23. 37. For ſome Vea 
together he woced them, and offer'd himfelf and his 
Grace to them in his own Perſon ; and tho' he doe 
not now come in Perſcn; yet, as David fſerf 
his Servants to Abagail, to commune with her, and tg 
acquaint her with his Purpoſe and Deſire to tal 
her to Wife, 1 Sam 25. 39. So Chriſt ſends us hig 
Servants, his Miniſters, to poor Sinners to commun 
with 'em, and to declare the Love and Purpoſes of hif 
Heart towards em, and to woo em for him; and, 2 
Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, we do woo poor Souls; and, ul 
in Chriſt's Stead. beſeech them to be reconciled to God, te 
give up their Names and Souls to Chriſt in a May 
riage· Covenant, 2 Cor. 5. 20. And becauſe we call 
prevail nothing by and of ourſelves upon the Spirit! 
of Men in this great Matter. Chriſt over and above 
ſends his own Bleſſed Spirit to woo them, and gain 
upon them, making them willing in the Day of hin 
Power, Pſal, 110. 3. And this leads me to the Cor a! 
ſideration of thoſe other Acts of Grace in this Bu 
ſineſs, wherein the Father and Jeſus Chriſt work b 
the Spirit, in us and upon us, for the making up oH 
the Match between Chriſt and us: Only, by th 


way, let us ſtill ſee and admire the Grace of Je 


ſus Chriſt to poor Sinners, O that ke ſhould = 0 
| LUCIE 


— 
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„Lol ach poor vile Creatures as we are, and make Love 


wth - ; 

Stel og a Beggar, coming now himſelf in Perſon, and 

donWhengſending his Servants to her to ſolicite and im- 

to ortune her Love, you would look on this to be 

pol eat Grace: But O this is nothing to the Grace of 

d zii, in condeſcending to woo ſach as we are, 

Con inners, lying in our Blood. 

12g] | | 

| il | | 

Jen! HI. 

*. pic gives us an Account of thoſe (which 

(ei call) more near Act, of Grace, which 

Lea the FaTHER, and JesUS CHRIST by the 

d hi SPIRIT, do put forth in us and upon us 

Cork : | 5 

ee for the effecting of the Eſpouſals between 
8 CHRIST and us. 


| tak 

is hig T? IVINE Grace has. not yet done its Work ; 
nun} no, there are other Acts which it does, and 
of higWnuſt put forth, if ever the Mariage be made up 
d, etween Chrif and us; and theſe I call more near 
d, aWecauſe they are wrought in us and upon us, and 


Jo more immediately conduce to the tying of th. 
arriage-knot between Chrif and the Soul: An 


cas in the former, the Father and Jeſus Chrift wrought 
piricfWnore immediately of and by themſelves; ſo 
oven theſe the Bleſſed Spirit's Influence comes in, and 
gainWis Grace ſhews itſelf, they in theſe acting by him; 
of hind the Truth is, the Match is all this while bur 


alf made: But now God comes, and by his Spi- 
it working in and upon the Soul, carries on, and 


k byeompleats it: Which he does by theſe Five Acts. 
1p f df Grace. 5 
p r : 

f Jeff 1. The Soul is, by the Spirit of God, divorced 

wos 


com its old Husband, the Law, and theteby is — 


o us! Should you ſee a King, a great King, woo- 
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ted and prepar'd for an Eſpouſal to Chriſt Natural 
ly we are all married to another Husband, even t 
the Law ; and we muſt be divorc'd from that, of 
we can never be married and eſpouſed to Chriſt ; Sw 
much the Apoſtle clearly holds forth, Rom. 7. 4 
Mherefore, my Brethren, ye alſo are become dead to thi 
Law, by the Body of Chriſt, that ye ſhould be married if 
another even to him who is raiſed from the Dead, tha 
we ſhould bring forth Fruit unto God, Pray mark, Man 
ried to another: The Law then was their Husband 
to which they were married; and that they muff 
be dead to, and divorc'd from, if ever they would 
be married to Jeſus Chriſt. Lock, ſays he, (for 'tii 
his own Argument and Allufion in wer. 2. 3) as 
Woman can't be the Wife of two Husbands at once 
but her preſent Husband muſt be dead before ſhe c 
be married to another: So neither can a Soul b: 
eſpouſed to theſe two Husbands at once, the Lauf 
and Chriſt, but he muſt be dead to, er divorc'| 
from the one, e'er he can be married to the other 
_ Obſerve, Ye are dead to the Law: What is it to be 
dead to the Law, or divorc'd from the Law? To be 
dead to the Law, is to have no Hope, no Expect: 
tion of Life and Righteouſneſs by the Law: Tis ro 
be ſenſible, that the Law cannot fave us; yet ther 
is more in it than ſo. To be dead to the Law, i 
to ſee ourſelves dead by the Law; tis to ſee ou 
ſelves loſt and condemn'd by the Law, for Sin, 2 
the Tranſgreſſion thereof; and thus we muſt al 
be dead to the Law, or divorc'd from the Law, of 


we cannot be married to Chriſt. Now this the Spi II 
rit of God effects by a Work of the Law upon thnd 
Conſcience: He divorces the Soul from the Law b mg 


the Law, i. e. by bringing home the Law to the 
Conſcience: This the Apoſtle felt in his own Sou 
1 through the Law (ſays he) that is, the Spirit o 
God bringing home the Law to my Conſcience, 3 
dead to the Law, Gal. 2. 19. So again, Rom. 7. 9. If 
was alive without the Law once: but when the Com 
manament came, Sin xevived, and I died. I was rs. 

| Without 


— — = — 
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| ithout the Law once, that is, I thought myſelf to 
e alive, I apprehended my State to be good and 
Wappy ; but this was without the Law, 7 e. before 


4 S he Spirit of God, by the Miniſtry of the Law, con- 
7 inced me of my Sin and Miſery ; therefore it 
o Hollows, when the Commandment came, Sin revived, 
ied nd died; i. e. when the Law came in its con- 
;hMinciong Power through the Spirit upon my Soul, 
Man hen I faw my ſinful, dead, and miſerable State: 
and hus was he himſelf divorced from the Law, that 
mule might be married to Chriſt, The Sum is this; 
ou he Spirit of God comes and ſhews the Soul the 


trictneſs and Holineſs, the Purity and Spirituality 
df the Law, and makes him ſenſible how large the 
Duty is that it requires; how impoſſible it is for 
im to keep it, and how many Ways he has broken 


1h t; he withal lets him ſee the Dreadfulneſs of 
Laul hat Curſe and Condemnation it has juſtly laid him 
rc nder for the Breach thereof; and thus he is di- 
ther orced from it: And this is all one with the Spirit's 


onvincing us of Sin, and our loſt and miſerable 


0 be 

» be Londition by reaſon thereof, which is (you know) 
ec Wis firſt Work in order to Faith, and ſo to our 
s to ſpouſing to Chriſt, Job 16. 8. Thus by the Spirit 


f God the Soul is divorced from the Law, he is ta- 

ten off from all Expe&ations of Life and Happineſs, 
dy that, and is made to ſee his own Sinfulneſs, and 
o his infinite Need of Chriſt, whereby he is fitted 
or this other and better Husband. 


IT. The Soul being thus divorc'd from the Law, = 
nd ſo fitted and prepared for Chriſt, then the Spi- Wi 
ic of God reveals and offers the Lord Jeſus Chriſt [18 
Wa the promiſe of the Goſpel, as a better Husband | 
o him: Now the Bleſſed Spirit comes, and does as 
ra hams Servant did, who was ſent to take a 
ife for Iſaac; he told Rebecca of his Maſters Greatucſe, 
Wf his Flecks, and his Herds, his Silver and his Gold, his 
len· ſervants and his Maideſervants, and withal, that he 
$47 given all to Iſaac, Gen. 24. 35, 36. So the * 
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of God now ſets before the Soul the Riches and th: 
Greatneſs, the Beauty and the Excellency of Hou 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt: He tells them what a full, wh 
a ſweet, what a rich, what an amiable one he is, an 
withal. tenders him to his Embraces : He reveicrr 
and offers him to him, as one full of Grace anW-:! 
Truth, as one that has all Fulneſs dwelling in hi ue 
. all Fulnefs of Life and Peace, of Righteouſneſs ye 
Salvation, as one every way able to ſave him to ty! 
very utmoſt, which is that which Chrift calls h 
convincing the World of Righteouſneſs, Joh. 16. 9. | 
reveals and offers him to him in the tranſcenderi 
Beauty, Excellency and Amiableneſs of his Perſo ee 
on the one hand; as alſo in the glorious FulneſWb!« 
Largeneſs, and Sufficiency of his Grace and Righteo | 
ouſneſs on the other hand: Thus (I ſay) he revealo 
and offers Chriſt unto the Soul, and withal, openiWoſ' 
his Glory, and cauſes it to ſhine forth before him in, 
ſo that now the Soul ſees that in Chriſt, that Fu Loc 
neſs, that Beauty, that Love, that Amiableneſs, tha 
Sweetneſs, which he never ſaw before; Chri# 1 
now another Thing in the Soul's Eye than ever be ver! 
fore he was: Now the Soul, as thoſe, John 1. 14. Bj Ad: 
hold his Glory, as the Glory of th? only begotten Son fil 
of Grace and Truth: Yea, not only does he thus re 
veal Chr:# unto the Soul, but withal fixes the Soul nels 
Eye upon him; he makes him to pore and gaze up 
on Chriſt, as the moſt excellent and amiable Obje 
and as one infinitely needful for him and this if I. 
call'd a ſeeing of the Son, and that in rd ol 
ing, whoſoever ſeeth the. Son, and believeth on him, ſpalſia ſe 
have everlaſting Life, Joh. 6 40. The Bleſſcd Spiri 
deals by the Soul herein, as God, by the Angel vel⸗ 
did with Hagar, Gen. 21. 19. where tis ſaid, Mnot 
opened her Eyes, and ſhe ſaw a Well of Water for hi Lo. 
Relief : She was in a very diſtreſſed Condition, I afte 
you may ſee, wer. 15. 16. full of Bitterneſs, ſhe ani: 
her Child both in a periſhing Condition, being in whe 
the Wilderneſs; and her Water in the Bottle being Bre: 
ſpent: Now God ſhews her a Well of woes ſom 
whence 
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hence ſhe fetches a full Supply. So here, the poor 
" thou! having been under the convincing Power of 
wh he Law, fees himſelf in a woful, miſerable, di- 
a treſſcd Condition; whereupon he is full of Bit- 
vealMcrncſs, crying out with Hagar, How ſhall 1 ſee the 
and die? How can TI bear it to periſh eternally ? 
hin ur now the Spirit of God comes, and opens his | 


:yes, and ſhews him Chriſt, and Chriſt as infinite» 
y ſuitable to him: Look, ſays the Spirit to the 
Foul, being now deſolate and undone ; look, here 
s a Saviour for thee, a Husband for thee, another 


den nd a better Husband than the Law could ever have 
rſo een, even the Lord Jeſus Chrif, who is infinitely 
neſi ble to pay all thy Debts, to ſupply all thy Wonts 


o heal all thy Wounds, to relieve all thy Diſtreſſes, 
o pardon all thy Sins, to ſatisfy all thy Deſires, to 
Wnlwer all thy Love, and ta give thee perfect Hap. 
Pineſs and Satisfaction in and with himſelf for ever: 
Look, here He is, here He is in the Promiſe, here 
e is in the Covenant, here He is in the Tender 
und Invitation of the Goſpel, here He is at the 


r b-Fvery Door of the Heart knocking and calling for 
Be Admiſſion thereunto, Rev, 3. 29. Here He is with 


his Arms wide open to receive and embrace thee : 
Mand that notwithſtanding all thy Vileneſs, Sinful- 
Wnefs, and Unworchineſs: Look therefore to Him 
and be ſaved. 4 | 


III. Wich this Tender and Revelation of Chriſt 


ievMuoto the Soul, the Spirit of God comes and works 
ſbalja ſecret Love and Longing in the Soul after 
piri Chriſt ! He does not make a naked Tender and Re- 
igel velation of Chriſt only to the Soul; for that were 


not enough, but he withal gives him a ſecret 
Touch, whereby he is made to breathe and long 
after Chriff, to move a little Chriſtward : He drops 
Ys lictle Myrrh upon the Handle of the Lock, as it were, 
whereby he is drawn out in holy Longings and 
sing Breathing after Sweet Jeſus ; as you know the Caſe 
ſometimes was with the Spouſe, Cant. , 
| an 
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6. and frequently elſewhere. Yea, ſuch is that ſecret 
touch, which in and with thoſe tenders and Reveli 


and that for ever: In a Word, nothing but Chriſtf 


Chriſt were mine ! O that I had Union with him! 
O that I were in his embraces!' O how happy are 


were, between Chriſt and the Soul. Therefore, 


loved, cis Faita. which ties the Marriage-Knor, and 


and this the Scripture calls an hungring and thiſting 
after Chriſt, and has a bleſſedneſs annext to it, Mar; 


tions of Chriſt, the Spirit of God gives the Soul, i 
that (like that of the Loadſtone to the Needle) whic 


ſets it a trembling, and will not ſuffer it to reſt, til8Vh 
it ſtands fully pointed Chriſt-ward ; yea, till it find, 
itſelf in the very Boſom and embraces of that Bein 


loved; *cis indeed ſuch as by Degrees makes the Soul 
ſick of Love and Longings after Chriſt, Cant. 5. 8. and 
he cries out for Chriſt, as Rachel ſometimes did for! 
children: Give me children (ſaid ſhe) or elſe I die: Sol 
give me Chriſt, ſays the Soul, or elſe I die, I periſ. 


will ſatisfie him; ſend him to the creatures, ſend 
him to his own Duties and Services, ſend him to his} 
higheſt Accompliſhments and Attainments, and with 
out Chriſt they will not do; yea all theſe he account 
but as dung, as dogs-meat, that he may win Chrif, Phil. 
3. 8. Indeed, Heaven and Earth, with all the ful. 
neſs of both, are nothing to him without Chrift, and} 
an Union with Chriſt: His language now is, 0 
Chriſt, Chriſt above Ten Thouſand Worlds! O that 


they that are married to him ! and*how- happy ſhould 
IT be, could I call him mine! This I ſay is his Lan- 
guage, and when once it comes to this, then things 
work well indeed, then the Match is in a good For- 
wardneſs, there being but an Hairs breadth, as it 


-IV. The Soul being thus inclined Chriſt-ward, and 
drawn forth in holy Longings after Union and Com- 
munion with Him; the Spirit of God comes asd 
enable him to believe, he carries the Soul to Chrift 
in a way of Believing, whereby he actually cloſes 
with him, and is eſpouſed unto him: For, my Be- 


makes 
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ting 
7. ;5Whkes up the Marriage-Union between Chriſt and 
eres. Hence Chriſt is faid'ro dwell in our Hearts by Faith, 


Woheſ. 3. 17. Chriſt's dwelling in our Hearts, notes 
ie neareſt Union and Communion between him and 
s. And how comes he thus to dwell in our Hearts? 
hy, by Faith, by our believing on him : Hence 
Wi, Chriſt tells us, That he that eaterh his Fleſh, and 
inketh his Blood, dwelleth in him, and he in him, John 


ous 55. By eating (Chriſt's Fleſh and drinking his 
andi leod, is meant, our believing oa him; and fo He 
for nſelf Expounds it; for He makes eating and drinks 
Soils of him, and believing on him; all one through» 
if t that Chapter: Now (ſays he) He that eateth my 
ri ſtWe/b, and drinketh my Blood dwellet h in me, and I in him; 
end lat is, he has the neareſt Union and Communion 


With me. Tis Faith then (you ſee) that Unites, 
Wd ſo Eſpouſes us to Chriſt : Faith gives Chriſt an 
let into the Soul, and it gives the Soul an inlet 
to Chriſt, and ſo they are made one, and Married 
WD gether. By believing, we conſent to take Chriſt, 


and]d actually do take him for our only Head and Hus. 
Od for ever; and ſo the Match is made up between 
hatWim and us: We by Faith (ſays the Learned Man) 
im ronght in us by the Holy Spirit, conſent unto this Marriage 
are h Chrif ; Chriſt, as you heard before, conſents 
uldBcreunto; as God he conſented hereunto from all 
an · ¶ ternity, and as Man he conſents hereunto in Time. 
ngsor, as Divines obſerve, Chriſt hath a double Will 
'or-Milis Divine and Humane : with the firſt; he conſented 


d this Eſpouſal from Eternity ; with the ſecond, he 
pnſents hereunto in Time, and never changes there. 

Now, as Chriſt gives his conſent, ſo we muſt 
and ſo give ours, which we do by believing in him; by 
»m-W hich therefore the Match is made up between him 


and id us. Now, there is a threefold A of Faith, 
rift {Which the Spirit of God works in the Soul, whereby 
ſes he more eſpecially cloſes with Chrift, and is 


ſpouſed unto kim, made one with him in a Mar- 
age. Covenant. 


I. An 
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I. An Act of Choice or EleQion. 

II. An Act of Truſt or Dependance. 
III. An Act of Reſignation or Subjection, 
I. An Act of Choice or Election: In the AR or 


Work of Believing, the Soul is by the Spirit of 


God made ſolemnly and deliberately to chuſe Chri# 
as his only Head and Husband, his Lord and Savi- 
our, being thus offered to him in the Goſpel. Choice 


or Election, as the Schoolmen tell us, is an A& offi 


the Will, whereby it pitches upon ſome one Thing, 
and prefers that before all others in order to ſuch 


or ſuch an End: Accordingly we may conceiveſ 


of this Act of Faith we are ſpeaking of: It lies 
thus; The Will is by the Spirit of God ſweetly and 


powerfully determin'd upon Chrift, preferring him 
for an Head and Husband, a Lord and Saviour be- 
fore all others: It ſingles him our, as it were, from 


all others, whether Perſons or Things, in Heaven 
and Earth, and embraces him as the beſt Husband, 
the beſt Saviour, the beſt Lord : There are others 
which make Love to him, and tender themſelves to 
his Embraces, as Sin, Self, the Law, the World, 
with its Inticements ; but he paſſes by all, yea, re- 
jects all with Loathing and Indignation, and pitches 
upon Chrift as infinitely beſt, ſaying ro him, 7 wil 
have none in Heaven but Thee, and there is none upon 
Earth that I deſire in compariſon of Thee. This the Scri- 
pture calls ſometimes à laying hold upon Chriſt, Prov, 
3.18. Sometimes à receiving or embracing of Chriſt, 
John 1. 12. Tis true, in the Work of Faith, Chrif 
is and muſt be receiv'd into the Underſtanding, bur 


he is moſt properly ſaid to be receiv'd into our Will 


and Affection: Chriſt in the Goſpel is reveal'd and 
offer'd to the Soul with all his Riches, Fulneſs, and 


Perfections; He is tender'd to him, as a full, a 


mighty, and uttermoſt Saviour, as One who has _ 
| | only 
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nly an infinite Fulneſs and Sufficiency in him to 
deem and fave, but alſo an inſinite Suitableneſs and 
miableneſs in him to endear and delight the Soul; 
d accordingly the Soul accepts and embraces him, 
cleaves to him, and faſtens upon him, reſolving 
> have none but him alone: His Language of him 
w is, There is none like Chriſt, no Head like this 
ead, no Husband like this Husband, no Saviour 


_ 


of Ne this Saviour for my Soul: This is the Head, the 
ri Nusband, the Saviour that I need, and that indeed 
'Vi- dy Sou! delires. No Love like this Love, no Beau- 
ice like this Beauty, no Blood like his Blood, no 
t of ighteouſneſs like his Righteouſneſs, no Fulneſs like 
ng, s Fulneſs; He therefore, and he alone ſhall be my 
uch rad, my Husband, my Saviour, and my all for ; 
ive Wer. Sweet Jeſus (ſay he) doſt thou tender thy 2 
lies if for an Head and Husband to me, and art thou 
and filling to be embraced by me? Lo, then I do with 
um y whole Soul accept of thee, and that for all 
be- Nimes, and in all Conditions, with all thine Holi. 
om s as well as thy Love, with all thy Inconvee 
ven Pencies as well as thy Privileges; to ſuffer for 
nd, Nee as well as to reign with thee; and this the 
ers Hul does upon the deepeſt Counſel, and moſt ma- 
sto re Deliberation ; and accordingly he abides by his 


Id, Mioice for ever. ER 

re = | 

hes II. An Act of Truſt or Dependance: As in the 
will ork of Faith the Soul is, by the Spirit of God, 
pon Mſade to chuſe Chriß; fo alſo to truſt and depend 
cri- {Won him for all Grace, Righteouſneſs, and Salva- 
ov, n: Now it bottoms upon Chrif, anchors upon 
riſt, rift, reſts and relies upon Chriſt for all Life and 
ri Mice, foa all Grace on Earth, and Glory in Hea- 
but In: He lays the whole Weight and Streſs of his 
V ill MWvation upon him: He commits all to him, ven- 
and res all upon him, expects all from him: This the 


ripture calls ſometimes a truſting in Chrift, Eph. 
13. ſometimes @ leaning upon Chriſt, Cant. 8. F. 


netimes 4 hoping in Chriſt, 1 Cor, 15. 19. Ang MN: 
| | tas 
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The Beſt Mach: Or, 


this reſpe& Chriſt is call'd our Hope, i Tim. 1. 1. our 
Hope, that is, the object of our Hope and Truſt, a5 
to Life and Salvation. The Soul has no hope in him 
ſelf, no hope in the Creature, no hope in the Law ot 
firſt Covenant, no hope in any thing in Heaven or 
Earth on this fide Chriſt : He looks here and there, to 
this and that but he can find not ſolid Ground of hope, 
no Bottom to build or reſt upon for Life and Salvation; 
but then he turns his Eye upon Chriſt, and there he ſec; 
abundant ground of hope; he beholds him upon the} 
Croſs, and there's hope; he beholds him upon the 
Throne, and there's hope; he looks upon him dying, and 
there's hope; he looks upon him Riſing and Aſcend 
ing, ſitting at the Fathers Right Hand making fnter& 
ceſſion for us, and there's hope; He looks upon thee: 
infinite Vertue of his Blood, the infinite Efficacy off 
his Spirit, the infinite Fullneſs of his Grace, the infiWin 
nite Dimenſions of his Love, the infinite Freeneſ 
and Faithfulneſs of his Promiſe ; and in theſe he ſeeſ 
infinite Ground of Hope and Truſt, and according ri 
Iy he Rolls and Ventures all upon him: Here Hut 
build, (ſays he) here I'Il bottom, here III reſi ar 
here I'll hang and depend, here I'll live; yea, ane tin 
if I die I muſt, here I'll die. His language to Chriſf uff 
now, is like that of the Pſalmiſt to God in anothenWultii 
caſe, Pſal. 39. 17. Now, Lord, what wait 1 for? M 
hope is in thee. This is to caft Anchor within the Pei 
Heb. 9. 6. And indeed 'tis, with poor Souls man) 
times, with Perſons at Sea; the Storm ariſes, thi 
Waves lift up themſelves, which beating upon the 
they are ready to ſink every Moment, and their ver) 
Soul is melted becauſe of Heavineſs ; but anon the 
found bottom, caft Anchor, and are at reſt : So pod 
Souls are under Storms of Sin, Guilt, and Wrath 
Periſhing in their own Apprehenſion every Moment 
but anon they dropt an Anchor of hope upon Chi 
and do reft upon him: or 'tis with them in this cal 
as twas with the Dove when ſhe was firſt ſent on 
of the Ark, ſhe found no reſting Place abroad for ti 
Sole of her Foot; but at length returned to the Ar 
al 
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The SouPs Eſpouſal to CIRIST. 49 
d there found Reſt, Gen. 8. 8, 9. So the poor 


our 
, uilty Soul finds no Reſt any where but in Chriſt, 
him iis Language in this AQ of Faith is ſuch as this: I 
worm a poor, loſt, ſiaful, diſtreſſed Creature, and there 


> bur one Door I can expect Relief from, and that 
e, ta £5rif, and at this Door F'll lie and wait; I know 
e is able to help me, for he can ſave to the utter- 


10pe 
on! of: And ſurely he hath Bowels, great Bowels to- 
ſeeiards poor Sinners; He is a merciful High-Prieſt. 
| thefWHe ſays concerning him, as they ſomerimes did con- 
the erning the King of Iſrael, Behold, we have heard that 
„and be King of Iſtael is a merciful King, peradventure he will 
end ren,: Yea, He has bid me look to him and be 
nterWWved and he invites all them that are weary and 
2 thiW<2vy laden, to come to him, and promiſes them 


eſt: Why then ſhould I not reſt and rely upon 
im? 'Tis true, IT am a mighty Sinner, but he is a 
ore mighty Saviour ? Have I finned to the utmoſt ? 
e has ſatisfied to the urmoſt : What ſhall J ay ? 


> ſeeh 

line rue I am Death, but Chrif is Life; | am Darkneſs, 

» [| uc Chr if is Light; I am Sin, but Chrift is Holineſs ; 
ref am Guile, bar Chrif is Righteoufneſs; I am Em- 
an{Wcineſs and Nothingaeſs, but Chrift is Fulneſs and 
hrifSufficiency ; I have broken the Law, but Chrift has 
theiWulfilled the Law; and his Life is infinitely able to 


wallow up my Death; his Light, my Darkneſs ; his 
lolineſs, my Sin; his Righteouſneſs, my Guile ; 
is Fulneſs, my Emptineſs; on him therefore I'll 


nan 
then, and live, and hope. Tis true, I am utterly 
hennworthy of any Life, any Grace, any Favour ; but 


briſt does all for Sinners freely; He loves freely, 


vel 
theyſWe pardons freely, he faves freely; how vile there- 
poofore and unworthy ſoever I am, yet I will reſt and 
rati depend upon him; who knows but he may caſt an 


ye of Love upon me? This is that Act of Faith 
hich is held forth, 1/a. 45. 24. Surely, ſhall ons ſay, 
the Lord have 1 Righteouſneſs and Strength. I have 
either Strength nor Righteouſneſs of my own, but 


> Ol 

rt bave all Righteouſneſs and Strength in Chriſt; all 

A gficcouſnets for Pardon and Juſtification, and all 
af C Strength 
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50 The Beſt Match : Or, 
Strength for Holineſs and SanQification : This if | 
0 Confidence in the Fleſh, Phil. 3. 3. 


Which Way ſoever the Soul looks on this ſide Chrif 
he meets with nothing but Diſcouragement : If he 
looks to himſelf, there he ſees nothing but Sin and 


ſees a Fountain of Sin, an Abyſs of Sin, a very 
Hell of Sin and Wickedneſs; in his Life he find( 
innumerable Evils, Sins of a Crimfon Dye and Scarlet 


ties are not without Sin, even in theſe there is abun. 


he looks unto the Law, there he reads his Doom and 
. Condemnation in every Line thereof; there he find; 


ming Sword keeping him from the Tree of Life, 
From all Happineſs; that appears with an angry 
frowning Countenance, demanding Satisfaction, as 


all theſe Diſcouragements, the poor Soul at length 


gets a Sight of Chriſt, in whom he ſees Encourage. 
ment after all: He diſcovers Land in a Storm, as it 


ſolving that if he dies, he will die tkus leaning up- 


the Work of Faith the Soul thus chuſes Chriſt and 
depends upon him, ſo alſo he is by the 1 1 


1 
* 


that the Apoſtle calls aRejoycing in Chriſt Jeſus, having 


To draw towards a Concluſion of this Head 
Guilr, Blackneſs and Deformity ; in his Heart he 


TinQure ſtaring him in the Face; yea, his very Du 


dance of Pride, Formality, Uabelief, and the like 
his very Righteoufneſs are as filthy Rags, Iſa. 64 4. 1. | 


himſelf under the Curſe ; there he ſees nothing but 
Fear, and Blackneſs, and Darkneſ;, and Tempeſts, Heb, 
12. 18. If he looks to Juſtice, that he finds as a fla. 


being infinitely wrong'd : But now in the midſt of 


were, and finds in him a Bottom to reſt his weary 
Spirit upon; in him he ſees that which can atone 
God, ſatisfy Juſtice, anſwer all the Demands of the 
Law, fully deliver him from Sin and Guilt, and 
make him both holy and happy for ever; and ac- 
cordingly he reſts and rouls himſelf upon him, re- 


on this Beloved. 


III. An Att of Reſignation or Subjection: As in 


- 


The SouPs Eſpouſal to CHRIST. 51 
Jod made cordially and unreſervedly to reſign up 
imſelf unto him, to be be ruled, governed, and 
iſpoſed of by him in his own Way: The Soul now 
ats himſetf out of his own Power and Poſſeſſion, 
e paſſes himſelf away from himfelf, and he gives 
p himſelf into the Power and Poſſeſſion of Feſus 


„ie, to be ruled governed, and ſaved by him as 
ane {ces good: Which is properly that AR of Faitk 


t Le ich we call Reſignation, and this the Scripture of- 
My, en mentions, One ſhall ſay, I am the Lord's, Iſa. 44. 5. 
= hat is, he ſhall give or reſign up himſelf to the 


ord to be for ever his, and at his Diſpoſe : So 
Cor. 8. 5. They gave themſelves unto the Lord. And 
20beſ. 5. 24.the Church is ſaid to be ſubje# to Chriſt. 
he Caſe ſeems to be this; There having many Trea- 
ies paſs'd in order to a Match between Chriſt and the 
Poul; the Soul at length through the Help of the 

Divine Spirit, is made freely to conſent to take 
rift for his only Head and Husband, and to be 


Ted WY ubjc& co him in all Things, to be perfectiy and 
1"Wcrnally ar his Diſpoſe, His Language now to 


briſt, is like that of 4has to Benhadad, 1 Kings 20. 4. 
gt Behold, I am thine, and all that I have is thine: Sweet 
ol old Jeſus, ſays the Soul, I have been my own, and 
Ave liv'd coo much at mine own Will, and to my 
pwn Ends and Intereſts; but now I dſice to be 
hine, and to live ia thy Will, and to thine Ends;. 
ike Poſſ-flion of me, ſave me, rule me, lead me, 
liſpoſe of me as thou pleaſeſt; do all thy Pleaſure in 
ne, pull down and fet up what thou wilt, I'll be, 
nd do, and ſuffer what thou wilt have me to be, and 
uffer. And this is properly that Act of Faith, wheres - 
»y we cloſe with Chriſt as a Lord and King, and is 
Jadeed the Evidence of the Truth of the two former; 
UP" Wor you muſt know, that tho' Faith's firſt Aſpe& be 
to Chriſt as a Saviour, yet it comes to eye him as 
Lord and King alſo. As Faith fully bottoms upon 
he Satisfaction of Chriſt, ſo it freely bows to the 
of vceptre of Chriſt ; yea, when Faith can't chlenge- 
og Tbriſt as a Saviour, yet it will own Chriſt as a Lord, | 
C 2 | vou 
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You know how Laban ſpake to Abra ham's Servant vp. : 


on the ſight of the Ear-rings and Bracelets u hich HH 
had given his Siſter Rebekah, and upon his hearing a2 
Relation from her of his Diſcourſe with her, Come ine 
thou bleſſed of the Lord, why ſtandeſt thou without ? | bo 
have Room for thee, Gen 24. 31. In like manner does the ” 
Soul ſpeak to Chriſt, upon the fight of that Worth that 
is in him, and that Need which he has of him; Come] 1 


in, thou bleſſed of the Lord, come in, thou bleſſed 
of the Lord, why ſtandeſt thou without? I have 
Room for thee in my Underſtanding, and in my 
Will and Affections; and I would have thee poſſeſs} 
all, and command all: In a Word, the Soul freely 
gives up himſelf co Chris Holy and Spiritual Go-i 
vernment. Thou art an Holy Chriſt (ſays he) he 
who is to reign, and I refign up myſelf to thee, If 
will have no Lord but Thee; take the whole Throne] 
to thyſelf within me, I know thy Yoke is an eaſy 
| Yoke, and I deſire to bear it; thy Scepter is a righ- 
teous Scepter, and I deſite to bow to it; thy King- 
om is a Kingdom of Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Joy 
in the Holy Ghoſt, and I heartily defire to come un- 
der the Power of it, I would be ſanctified as well] 
as juſtified; I defire thy Spirit to ſubdue my Cor- 
ruptions for me, and to make me holy, as well as p! 
thy Blood to waſh away my Guile for me, and in- 
gratiate me with thyſelf: And this is what the Scrip- 
ture calls, An opening of the Gates, and lifting up of the A 
_ everlaſting Doors, to let Chriſt the King of Glory in, Pſal. th 
24. 7. Thus by theſe Three, which indeed are the 


great uniting Acts of Faith, the Spirit of God enables of 
the Soul to cloſe: with Chriſt in a Marriage- Cove- WW. 
nant, and Relation. # 


5. The Soul being thus enabled to believe, and fo g 
cloſe with Chriſt in a Marriage-Covenant ; then, as Wc 
the Crown and Perfection of all, the Bleſſed Spirit 
of God cakes up his Abode, and dwells for ever in 
that Soul, as the Pledge, and everlaſting Bond of 
his Marriage-Uaion and Relation between * 

0 


The Soul's Eſpouſal to CHRIST. 53 
he ſweet Spirit does not only come as a Friend, to 
eat about the Match, and alſo to tye the Marriage» 
not between Chriſt and us; but moreover, this 
Peing done, he remains himſelf in the Soul, as a 
ove- Token from Chriſt ro him, zs the Pawn and 
Pledge of this Eſpouſal, and as the everlaſtingBond and 
zonficmation of this Marriage -· Union and Relation: 


oy lence that of the Apoſtle, He that. is joyned to the 
eſſed ra, is one Spirit, 1 Cor. 6. 17. One Spirit wich 
have he Lord he is joined to; that Spirit which did 
my oin him to Chriſt, does remain in him and in 
ez bhriſt both: ' Chriſt leaves his own Spirit in his 
eely| pouſes as the Pledge and Bond of that Marriage 
Go. 2ion that is between him and them; ſo that he 
he Ind they have the ſame Spirit dwelling in them; 


et with this Difference, he dwells in Chriſt with-- 


3 ue Meaſure, in us by Meaſure ; in Chriſt imme- 
eaſy  iately, by Virtue of the Perſonal Union, in us 
ar is Gifts and Graces; in Chriſt as an Head, in- 


s as Members, and He with theſe are the Love- 


Fe okens, the Pawns and Pledges of his Marriage- 
3 roth plighted between Chriſt and us; and this 
nell Fadeed is that which makes this Union ſo ſtrong 


and inviolable, as that it can never be broken: 
ea, not only does he remain in the Soul as the 


2 Pledge and Bond of this Union, but alſo to deck 
Da ind adorn the Soul with Grace, and to make him 
the Peady for the Conſummation of the Marriage 
Gl Above: You know, when Abraham's Servant ſaw 


785 that Rebekah conſented to be Iſaac“s Wife, he then 
gave her Jewels of Silver, and Jewels of Gold, and 
rich Raiment, Gen. 24. 53, So the Bleſſed Spirit 
of God having gain'd the Soul's Conſent to be 
eſpouſed ro Chriſt, and the Marriage-Knot being 
0 tied between them, now he dwells in the Soul to 

deck and adorn him; now he gives him Jewels of 


fie Gold and Silver, furniſhes and beautifies him with 
in Dell, Divine and Heavenly Graces: Hel dwells 


of in him as an indeficient Spring and Fountain - 
: 3 all- 
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all Grace and gracious Diſpoſitions, till he h 
lodged him ſafe in the Arms and Boſom of hi 
ſweer Husband Above. Thus at length the Eſpa 
. GI or Marriage- Relation is made up betwe 
Chrift and the Soul: And O how bleſſed is the Soy 
that is thus eſpouſed to him! J muſt ſay to ſuc 
a Soul, Bleſſed be the Day that ever thou we 
born; bleſſed the Womb; that bare thee, af 
bleſſed the Paps which gave thee ſuck : Bleſſa 
Goſpel which revealed this Sweet Chrift to the 
and Bleſſed Spirit that has ty'd this happy Kat 
between him and thee. 


CHAP Iv 


Being a Call to, and Treaty with Souls, 
order to an Eſpeuſal between CHR15T ani” 
them. 


— 


ELL, and what is the meaning of all this 
Surely it ſhould have a mighty influence upo 
the Spirits of Men, to draw and allure them 

Chriſt, to induce them at leaſt to look after an A 
quaintance with this bleſſed Eſpouſal to him; an 
indeed I would take occaſion hence to treat with E 


ea 
ternal Souls, in order to a Match between Chriſt an re 
them; and O that I old do it effectually! Look ar 
my Beloved, as David ſent his Servants to Abigail V 
commune with her, in order to his taking her t fe 
Wife, 1 Sam. 25.39, 40. ſo has the Lord Jeſus ſen tl 
me, his poor unworthy Servant, to you this Day tin 
commune with you in order to the eſpouſing youll y 
to himſelf; and O that you would do in this caſt tc 
as ſhe did in that, for ſbe haſtned ('tis ſaid) and are ( 

(7 


and went to David, and became his Wife, ver. 42, O thut 
| yo 
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he þ ou would all ariſe, ariſe out of your Sins, ariſe out 
— e your-Unbelief, ariſe out of your carnal Securi- 
po! „, and go to Chriſt, and become his Spouſe : And 
eher only fo, bur, as ſhe did make haſte in the Buſi- 
fd eſs, cloſe ſpeedily with him in a Marriage-cove- 


ant, even to Day: O bleſſed Day, might I ſucceed* 
s they did ! How happy would it be for you! How 
Jomfortable for me! And how joyful for us all in 
he Day of the Bridegroom's coming! Sirs, let me- 
ay, O that I might ſay of you, as Paul of his Corin- 
Kue van, here, I kave eſpouſed you to one Husband, even to 
hriſt: And why ſhould it not be thus? Why ſhould 
You not riſe and go with me to ſweet Jeſus, and 
be eſpouſed unto him? Can you make light of all 
hat Love, that Comfort, that Sweetneſs, that Hap= 
pineſs, that bleſſed Union and Communion, that 
Delight, Solace and Complacency of Sou] which this 
Eſpouſal carries init ? Or, is there any Thing can 
make up the Loſs of theſe? Can Sin and the Crea- 
ure afford any Thing cemparable hereunto ? Surely 
there is more Sweetneſs, more Happineſs in one kiſs 
of the Mouth of this bleſſed Lord, in one Embrace 
in his Boſom, one Moments communion with him, 
han in all the Delights of Sin and the Creature: If 
you doubt it, come and ſee, Experienc'd Souls will 
tell you, that one deſcent of Love from Chrif, one 
Beam of the Light of his Countenance, one Turn 
with him in his Galleries, 1s infinitely beyond all 
earthly Delight whatſoever. Again, can you be con- 
tent to die, and periſh eternally, rather than live, 
and be made happy in ſuch a ſweet and deſirable 
Way as this of being eſpous'd to Chrift is: A more 
ſweet and defirable Way of being made happy than 
this of and Eſpouſal to Chriſt, ſurely neither Men 
nor Angels could ever have thought on: And can 
you, O eternal Souls, be content to die, to periſh, 
to be damn'd and miſerable for ever, Know you not 
(ſays th&Apoſtle) rhat Feſus Chriſt it in you, except 
you be Reprobates? 2 Cor. 13. 5. It Chriſt be not in us, 
we are certainly Reprobates, we are rejected of God, 

a C4 and 


we 


- 
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and out of his Favour, and then ſurely we muſt p 
riſn. Naturally we are all dead, all loft, all cond: 


demn'd ; Judgment is come upon all Men unto Condemns = 
tion, Rom. 5.18. and we are all the Children of Wrath if g ( 
Nature, Eph. 2. 3. And if ever we be juſtified ant eng 
ſaved, it muſt be a Marriage-Union and Relation tg * 
Chriſt There is no Condemnation (ſays the Apoſtle] 3 
or, as the Words are, nothing of Condemnation ty 92 


them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. 8. 1. But, as! 
there implied, there is nothing but Condemnation 
ro them that are out of Chriſt Jeſus, Once more; can 
you be content to be ſhut out from the Marriage af 
laſt for ever? Think of that Scripture and hear the 
dread of it if you can. Matth 25. 10. And they that 
were ready, went into the Marriage, and the Door was ſhut ;| 
ſhut againſt others who would then tain enter: To 
be ſhut out from the Marriage-Supper at Jaſt, is tone 
be ſhut out from God, from Chriſ from the Com- 
forter, from all the Saints and Angels, from all Hap- det 
pineſs, yea, and from all hopes of Happineſs for O1 
ever: And thus you muſt expe& to be ſhut out from c 
the Marriage at Jaſt, if you come not into an Efpou.f yo 
ſal to him here. And can you bear it, think you? ye 
Can you be content to hear Chrift ſay unto you at in- 
laſt, Depart from me, depart? You would have none 11 
of me cn Earth, though I wooed and beſought you if fu: 
with Tears; and therefore now you ſhall have none de 
ot me in Heaven: You might have been happy in a MW th 
Union and Communion with me, and the Arms of M ho 
my Love were open to have receivd ycu, but you no 
would not; therefore now depart from me, I know you fo 
not: And can you bear this? Beſides, what is it that br 
keeps vour Soul from a cloſe with Chrift in this Mare WM Se 
riage-Relarion ? A vain World, a filthy Luſt, a pain- O 
ful periſhing Pleaſure, a ſenſual Appetite: And are ſte 
theſe better the Chrifi? Are theſe indeed Things to 
be laid in the Bailance by yon againſt Chriſt yea, and h. 
To weigh down him in vour Values? O monſtrous 

Stupidity! In ſhort Sirs, the matter I am treating 


with you about, is no Trifle, 'tis of no leſs —_— 
| | | an 
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Ind Importance to you than Eternal Life or Death, 
Iternal Salvation or Damnation comes to; your E- 
ernal All depends upon it, for you muſt live or die 
De ſav'd or damn'd eternally, according as you do 
or do not cloſe in with Chri# in a Marriage- Union 
ind Relation here: Why then ſhould you ſtand off 
rom him? Yea, why ſhould not this be the Day 
of Eſpouſals between kim and you? Oh, be nor ſhie, . 
be not coy to Chriſt, but embrace his Love: Surely - 
his Arms are wide open to receive you, his Heart is 
upon you, and his deſire is towards you; Lift up there- 
re the Everlaſting Doors, and let this King of Glory in: 
Give up your Names and Souls unto him for. ever. 
WSome of you are Young, and have your Affections 
Green and Freſh: O that you would now go with 
me to ſweet Jeſus, and become his Spouſe ; you can» 
not Love him, nor be married to him too ſoon : : 
O, let Him have your Hearts before this World hath 
WW defiled and debauched them. Others of you are 
Older, and have ourſtood the Cails and Offers of 
Chriſt long; yet lo, he once more tenders himſelf to 
you : O now cloſe with him, and all will be well 
yet. But for the better ſucceeding of this Treaty, I 
ſhall, in the managing of it, ſpeak to three things. 1. 
Ill ſhew you what Manner of Husband the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt is, and how he is qualified ro render him 
defireable in that Relation. 2. III ſhew you what great 
things he does for all his Spouſes. 3. I'll ſhew you 
how much his Heart is upon a Match with you. And 
now as Abraham's Servant, when he was to get a Wife 
for Iſaac, prayed, ſaying, O Lord God of my Mafter A- 
braham, ſend me good ſpeed this day, Gen. 24. 12. 
So would | upon the bended knees of my Soul pray, 
O Lord God, the God and Father of my Royal Ma- 
ſter Jeſus Chriſt, ſend me good ſpeed this Day, that 
: may win, through thy Grace a Spouſe for 
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* 


_ of both Natures in one Perſon: He is Emmanuel, and 


1 


CHAP. VII. Het 


Which ſhews what manner of Husband Cxrlf © 
z, and bow qualified for the endearing » 
bim to Souls, and rendring him deſirabl. 


in a Conjugal Union. 


WW Hat is thy Beloved more than another Beloved, " | 
that thou doſt ſo charge us? So the Daugh-W Be. 
ters of Jeruſalem ſpake unto the Spouſe, Cant 5. 9,841 
In the like manner may ſome ſay unto me; Who, of an- 
what is this Chriſt, that you do ſo preſs us to an e. an. 


ſpouſal with him? What is there in him to rendeiſ ad 
him deſirable to us? Who, or what is he? Truly lf 
can't tell, nor could J, had I the tongue of Men and R. 
Angels; and I am almoſt afraid to ſpeak of him, leſt G! 
I ſhould darken his Glory inſtead of difpla\ ing it: 

This I am ſure of, He is (as one ſpeaks of him) Earth. 
wonder, and Heavens wonder both; and has all that} 
in him, and that in infinite Eminency and Perfection , 
that ſhould render him grateful and deſirable to Souls 
in a Conjugal-relatien: Look therefore upon him, 5. 
and view him a little, and ſee if there be any thing Þ 
you can defire in ſuch a Relation that is wanting in / 
him. I'II lay this more fully before you in theſe fol- tt 


Towing Particulars, | 


C 

C 

I. Are you for Dignity and Greatneſs ? This goes M + 
far among Men, and makes many a Match: For : 
this none like Chriſt, none ſo Great, ſo Glorious, 
none ſo Honourable as He: Pray view him a little 
as to his deſcent, He came forth from God, viz. by eter- a 
nal Generation, and is the Eternal Son of the Eternal 
Father, Joh. 16. 28. View him in his Perſon, and 
there you will ſee nothing but Greatneſs; for he is 
no other than God-man, and has all the Excellencies | 
$ 


with 
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b us God in our Nature, Matth. 1. 23. He is God, 
Heb. 1. 8. The true God, John 5. 20. The Great God, 
Titus 2. 13. The Mighty God, Ifa. 9. 6. God over all, 


or the moſt High God, Rom. 9. 5. God equal with the 
Father, having the ſame Divine Eſſence, and Eſſential. 


Perfections in him, that the Father hath in him, 


Phil. 2. 6. Hz is the brightneſs of his Fathers Glory, and 


the expreſs Character of his Perſon ; one in whom the 


whole Majeſty, Luſtre, and Glory of the Father 
ſhines forth; one, on whom the Father has engraven 
all his Eternal Excellencies, Heb . 3. Some ſmall 
Beams and Rays of God's Glory do ſhine forth in the 
Saints and Angels; but in Chriſt the Fulneſs, Luſtre, 
and Brightneſs of it appears. View him in his Office 
and Relation, with the Dignity that even here he is 


advanced unto: He is a King, a great King, King of 


Kings, and Lord of Lords Rev. 19 6. King of Saints, 


Rev. 15. 3. King of Nations, Jer. 10. 7. King of 


Glory, Pſal. 24. 7. He is the Head of all Principalities 
and Powers; and 'tis their Glory that they have ſuck 


an Head, Col. 2. 16. He is the Fellow of the Lord of 


Hoſts, Zech. 13. 7. fe is the firft barn of God, higher 
than the Kings of the Earth, Plal. 89. 27 He is ſet down 
at Gods own Right Hand in heavenly places, far abeve all 
Principalities, and Powers, and Might, and Dominion, 


2 


Eph. r. 20. He is made higher than the Heaveus, Heb. 


7. 26. Among all Perſons, and in all things whe» - 


ther in Heaven or Earth, he has the Pre-eminence, 


Col. 1. 18. Such is his Greatneſs, that the whole 


Creation is bound to perform Homage and Worſhip 
to him, the Angels themſclves not excepted : Let al 


the Angels of God worſbip him, ſays the Father, Heb: 'r, - 


6. and Phil. 2. 9, 1. God hath highly exalted him, 
and given him a name above every name, that at the Name 
of Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, of things in Heaven, and 


things on Earth, and things under the Earth; 1, e. An- 


gels as well as Men muſt perform worſhip to him: 
And indeed a refuſal fo to do, would turn Angels in- 
to Devils: He is beloved, feared, believed on, obey- 
ed, prayed unto, praiſed, admired, and delighted — 

p * * 
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by all: He is to have equal Honour with the Father; 
All muſt Honour the Son, as they Honour the Father, John | 
5 23. What ſhall | ſay ? He has the Sovereign Lord. we 
thip and diſpoſal both of Grace and Glory in his Ri 
Hand, The Son quickneth whom he will, John 5. 21. 0 
He ſays unto one, Live, and he lives; and to another an. 
Live, and he lives, and the reſt of the Dead live not: Ri 
He has the Keys of Death and Hell, Rev. 1. 18. He has of 
the Government of the whole World in his Hand; G 
His Kingdom ruleth wer all, Pſalm 103. 19. He is in ry 
full peſſeſſion of a Kingdom over the whole Creation, at 
all Fudgment being committed to him John «5. 22. And R. 
O how glorious is he in the whole of it! Glorious bu 
in his Throne, which is at the Right Hand of wi 
“God, Hcb. 1. 3. Glorious in his Commiſſion, 8. 
* which is all Power in Heaven and Earth, Marth, 0. 
« 28, 18. Glorious in his Scepter which is a Scepter R 
« of Righteouſneſs, Pſal. 45.6. Glorious in his At-. 
* tendants, Ten Thouſand Times Ten Thouſand of R. 
* his Holy Ones, even Thouſands of Angels, Dan, ll 71 
* J. 10. Glorious in his Way of Rule, full of Grace ſ8 V* 
*« and Sweetneſs towards his People, full of Terror in 
« and Majeſty towards his Enemies, his Arrous an 
«< being ſharp in their Hearts, Pſal. 45 5. And as] be 
3 he governs all now, ſo he will judge all at laſt; R 
= and all muſt ſtand or fall, live or die, ſaved or . 
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'# damned for ever, according to what Sentence he C. 
i Mall paſs upon them, Ad, 17. 31. Rom. 41. 10. O how 2. 
44 great is this Lord! And how worthy to be embraced H 

| 4 | by us! O Sirs, will you deny ſo great, ſo glorious a th 
. Perſon, when he makes Love to you? Should you hi 
1 ſee ſome great Prince wooing a Beggar in Rags up- fo 
N on the Dunghil, you would wonder to ſte her 1 
13 flight him, and make him wait Time after Time V 
14 upon her: Why, there is an infinite ly“ greater Per- 
TH ſon than the greateſt of Kings that wooes you, D 
7 and ſollicites you for your Love: And will you Il te 
„ et be ſhie of him, and make him wait? Will you H 
= refuſe him? Then wonder at your own ſordid In- - 
1 gratitude. a 8 ; 
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II. Are you for Riches and Treaſures > This 
weighs with moſt : For this, none like Chriſt, he has 
Riches as well as Greatneſs to recommend him to 
you ; Riches and Honour are with me, Prov. 8. 18. Yea, 
and his Riches are the beſt Sort; his are Spiritual 
Riches, Treaſures in Heaven, Matth. 6. 20, Riches 
of Life and Love, Peace and Pardon, Grace and 
Glory, Righteouſneſs and Salvation; Riches of Glo- 
ry, and Riches in Glory: And O what poor Things 
are the Riches of this World to theſe? His are true 
Riches, Luke 16. 11. The Riches of this World are 
but painted Riches, his are ſubſtantial Riches. 7 
will cauſe them that love me to inherit Subſtance, Prov. 
8. 21. The Riches of this World are vain, they are 
not, Prov. 23. 5. But the Riches of Chriſt have a 
Reality in them; His are laſting and durable Riches; 
Riches and Honour are with me, yea, durable Riches and 
Righteouſneſs, Prov. 8.18. Worldly Riches are pe- 
riſhing and uncertain Things, 1 Tim. 6. 17. Now 
we enjoy them, but all of a ſudden they are gone 
and diſappear; but Chriſt's are Eternal Riches for 
an Eternal Soul: And as his Riches are thus of che 
beſt Sort, fo he has great Abundance of them; his 
Riches are boundleſs and unſearchable : To me (ſays 
Paul) it is given to preach the unſearchable Riches of 
Chrift, Epheſ 3. 8. He is Heir of all Things, Heb. 1. 
2. All the Treaſures of Heaven and Earth are his: 
He has all Falneſs dwelling in him, Col 1. 19. even all 
the Fulneſs of the God-head; whole God dwells in 
him; he has enough to ſupply all our Wants, and 
to anſwer all our Deſires: Do we want Grace? He 
is full of Grace, John 1. 14. Do we want Life ? 
With him is the Fountain of Life, Pſal. 36 9. Do we 
want Redemption, Redemption from Sin, from 
Death, from Hell, from Wrath? With him is plente- 
teou Redemption, Pſal 130. 7. Do we want Peace? 
He gives Peace; My Peace I give unto you, John 14, 


27. Do we want Righreouſneſs ? He has fulfill d all 


Righteouſneſs, he is become the Lord our e 
N ET» 
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Jer. 23. 6. Now will you reject this rich Lord? _ ; 

ou are poor, and miſerable, and naked; and u ill c ; 
you not embrace this Chriſt, tendering himſelf with wat” 
all theſe Riches to your O how juſtly then will j ou N 
Periſh for ever? O that there were ſome cove tous 


Soul here this Day, that would be taken with the dom 
Riches of Chriſt ! op 


HI. Are you for Bounty, for a noble and ge. 
nerous Spirit? That's deſirable in ſuch a Relation, 
and takes much with many ; for this alſo, none like 
Chrift , He is a bountiful Lord, of a noble and gene- 
rous Spirit, as well as rich: Many a Man has Riches} 
enough, but has a baſe, narrow, covetous Spirit; 
and ſo his Wife has little of them; but Chriſt has a} 
noble, generous, bountiful Heart: He is not only | 
rich, but he is alſo willing to lay out all his Riches 
and Treaſures upon his Spouſe: All the Treaſures 
of his Love and Grace, all the Treaſures of his Righ- 
teouſneſs and Conſolation; He would have them 


abundantly fill'd, abundantly comforted, abundant. oh 
ly enriched for ever. What a generous Spirit to- he: 
wards them does he expreſs, Cant. 5. 1. Ear, O Ses 
Friends ; Drink, yea, drink abundantly, O Beloved : As his 
if he ſhould ſay, I have enough, infinitely enough of 
for you, and I would have you to have enough, I WY a; 
would have you have your Souls full of all Good: - 
He would have them to have full Graces, full Joys, full WF V 


Comforts, and full Happineſs for ever. Theſe Things 
ſpeak I unto you, (ſays he) that your Joy may be ful, . kr 
ohn 15. 11. And again, Ak, that you may receive, i 
that your Joy may be full, John 16. 24. He wills them 
like Happineſs wich himſelf, like Love and Embraces | 4 
in the Father's Boſom, John 17. 24, 26. Like Grace d 
and Holineſs, John 17. 22. O what a noble, gene- 
rous, bountiful Heart has this Sweet Lord towards ll 
his Spouſe ! Soul, ſhall it not draw and allure thee | 
to him? Nothing will ſatisfy him Jeſs than WF k 
their participating with him in his own Bleſſedneſs: E 
Soul, if thou rejecteſt this Bountiful ma | 


>» 


3 He knows all Perſons and all Things, he knows the 


43 | Works of God the Father; The Father loverh the Son, 
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| know that he has Treaſures of Wrath and Vengeance 
alſo, which he will plentifully pour out upon thee 
for ever. | 


IV. Are you for Wiſdom znd Knowledge? Wiſe 
dom and Knowledge render a Perſon lovely and de- 
firable ; 'tis indeed one of a Perſon's higheſt Excel- 
lencies and Perfe&ions : For this alſo none like 
Chriſt, He is the Wiſdom of God, and the Power of God, 
1 Cor. 1. 24. The Infinite Wiſdom of the Eternal 
God does ſhine forth in him and through him : Yea, 
in him are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, 
Col 2 3. Which may be underſtood Attively as well 
as Paſſively, he knowing all, as well as having all 
that is worth knowing in him; He is the Onely Wife 
God, Jude 25. There is no true Wiſdom but in him, 
and there is no true Wiſdom to be had but by him, 
and from him; he is often in Scripture call'd Wif- 
dom. to note that Infinite Wiſdom that is in him : 


Father, and that, as he is known of him, Jehn 10. 
15. He knows the Mind and Will of tke Father; 
hence ſaid to be in his Boſom, which is the Place of 
Secrets, as well as Love, John 1. 18. He knows all 
his Father's Counſels: and Decrees, which have been 
of Old touching the Salvation and Damnation of 
Man: Hence we read of the Lamb's Book of Life, and 
Names written therein, Rev 13. 8. He knows all the 


and ſheweth him whatſoever he doth, John 5. 20. He 
knows the Attributes and Perfections of God, and he 
only, Matth. 11. 27. John 4. 56. He knows the whole 
Word of God, being himſelf the Word, John 1. 1. 
"Tis obſerved by one, That the Angels themſelves 
do not know all the Word of God, but Chriſt does: 
And as he thus knows God, and the Things of God, 
To alſo he knows Man, and the Things of Man: He 
knows all Men, and what is inthem, John 2. 24, 25. He 
knows the State, the Frames, the Thoughts, the 
Ends, the Counſels, the Ways, the Wants, the _ 
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thens, the Temptations of all. In a Word; He is 


infinite in Wiſdom and Counſel, and he knows per- 
fectly, as how to promote his own Glory, ſo how to 
defend, fave, and comfort his Spouſes, and carry on 
their Happineſs in the beſt Way : O, who would not 
have ſuch an Husband ! Soul, if thou reje& him, 


know that his Wiſdom will fight againſt thee ; and 


he knows how to damn and deſtroy for ever. 


V. Are you for Beauty ? That takes with moſt, 
for this none like Chriſt : For Beauty and Comlineſs, 


he infinitely ſurpaſſes both Men and Angels. We WM: | 


read of Moſes, that he was exceeding fair; and of Da- 


vid, that he was ruddy, and of a beautifuF Countenance ; | 
and Joſephus reports of the one of them, that all that 
ſaw him, were amazed at, and enamoured on his 


Beauty. O but what was their Beauty to Chrift's ? 


Were their Beauty, and (with theirs) the Beauty of 
Men and Angels put together, it would all be no- 


thing to the Beauty of Chriſt : Not ſo much as the 
Light of a Farthing-Candle is to the Light of the 


Sun at Noon-Day: He is Beautiful and Glorious, Iſa. 


4. 2. Was Moſes fair? Chriſt is infinitely more fair; 
He is fairer than the Children of Men, Pſal. 45. 2. And 


had you an Eye to behold his Beauty, you could not 


but be amaz'd at it, and enamour'd on it : Was Da- 
vid ruddy, and of a beautiful Countenance? See 
what the Spouſe ſays of Chriſt, Cant. 5. 10. My Be. 
loved is white and ruddy, the chiefeſt of Ten thouſand ; 
which notes the Perfection of his Beauty; and there- 
fore ſhe concludes all with this, (having ſpoken of 
the Beauty of his ſeveral Parts) He is altogether lovely, 
ver. 16. or he is all Lovelineſs: As if ſhe ſhould ſay, 
What do I ? There is no End of his Beauty and Ami- 
ableneſs; there is nothing in him but what is lovely in 
him; and there is nothing lovely but what is in him; 
neither is there any Thing in the whole Creation, that 
has Beauty and Amiableneſs enough in it, to be a 
Shadow and Reſemblance of his Beauty and Amiable- 
neſs. O fair Sun, (ſays Rutherford) and fair Moon, and 


fair 


a 
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% fair Stars, and. fair Flowers, and fair Roſes, and fain- 
Lilies; but O ten thouſand thouſand times fairer Lord 
to! %,! Alas, I have wronged him (ſays he) in making 
Compariſon this Way : O black Sun and Moon! but O fain 
or MY Lora Jeſus ! O black Flowers, black Lillics and Roſes! but 
m. O fair, fair, even fair Lord Jeſus ! O black Heaven, but 
nd O fair Chriſt ! O black Angels, but O ſurpaſſingly fair 
Lord Jeſus In ſhort, Divines obſerve, That there is 
ſomewhat in Chriſt more amiable than Salvation, and 
indeed there are thoſe Heart-endearing Beauties, 
thoſe Soul-raviſhing Excellencies in the Perſon of 
this Beloved, that are unſpeakably beycnd Salvation 
J icſelf: He is the Brightneſs, the Luſtre, the Shining 
forth of kis Father's Glory, Heb. 1. 2. O, who would 
not be raviſh'd with, and enamour'd on his Beauty? 
A ſmall Sight and Report thereof, ſet the Daughters 
of Jeruſalem a ſeeking after him, Caut. 6. 1. And. 
| ſhall it have no Influence upon you, to draw and al- 
lure you to him? Does one ſo fair and beautiful, 
make Love to ſuch black and deformed Creatures. 
as you and I are, and ſhall we refuſe him? Shall we 
reject this lovely Lord ? O that his Beauty might 
* Wcnamour us! | = | 


t VI Are you for Love as well as Lovelineſs? for 
„a fweet, kind, loving Diſpoſition ? This is deſirable 
5 to all: For this none like Chriſt: He is of a mo 
ſweet, loving, tender, affable Diſpoſition: He in- 
deed is Love itſelf: God is Love, 1 John 4. 16. His. 
Love to his Spouſes, has all Dimenſions, Heights, 
Breadths, Depths, Lengths in it; yea, it paſſes Know» 
ledge, Ephel. 3. 18, 19. which ſhews the Immenſity 
and Unmeaſurableneſs of his Love; as if he ſhould 
ſay of it, Tis higher than Heaven, and deeper than 
the Sea; tis broader than the Orb of the Earth, 
and longer than all Time, during througheut Eter- 
nity; yea, it peſſes Knowledge. There are two 
Things which exceed our Knowledge; our Sins, 
and Chriſt's Love; the one is almoſt, the other is 
altogether boundleſs and bottomleſs. Tho' a m_ 
, as 
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has never ſo many Accompliſhments to commend 
him; yet if he be of a rough, crabbed, ſour Diſpo- 
ſition, this renders him unacceptable for fuch a Rela. 
tion: But to all his other Perfections, Chriſt has thisf 
added, That he is infinitely loving as well as lovely, 
and of a moſt kind, tender Diſpoſition to his Spoule.| 
Hence we read in Scripture of his Love, his Kind- 


nefs, his Meekneſs, his Gentleneſs, and the like; 
all noting the admirable Sweetneſs and Amiableneſs 
of his Diſpoſition : He wept over his Enemies, even 
them that finally refus'd him, Luke 18. 41, 42. Yea, 


he had a Kindneſs for his Murderers, and prayed for! 


them, and that whilſt they were murdering of him; 


yea, and his Prayer carry'd many of them to Heaven, 


Luke 23.34. O what Love, what Kindneſs then muſt 


he have for his Spouſes? He that has Love for Ene- 
mies, and ſuch Love, what muſt he have for his 
Friends? Tis a ſweet Gloſs which one of the Anci-| 
en's has upon the Place laſt quoted; Father, forgiveF 
them, they know not what they 4. This ( ſays he) 
» Word becoming the Eternal Word becom- 
* ing the Eternal Words, the Word of the Eter- “ 
nal Father; He prays not only for his Perſe- 
cutors and Reproachers, but even for his Mur. 
derers, improving all his Intereſt in his Father for 
them; ſaying, in effect, Father, I entrear thee, by 
that Fatherly Love thou haſt for me, and by which Þ 
We are One, hear me for theſe my Murderers, in 
forgiving of them, own the Love of thy Son, that | 
thou mayſt pardon. his Enemies.” O what Kind- 
neſs does this argue! In a Word, his Love is as an | 


* 


«c 
6c 


cc 


Ocean, which has neither Brim nor Bottom, neither 
can he but be kind to his, The Law, indeed, of Kind. 


neſs, (as "cis ſaid of the good Wife, Prov. 31.26.) i | 
in his Lips ; yea, and in his Heart and Carriage too ; 


all being full of Love. O that his Love might draw 
you ! Surely no Love like his Love, none fo full, 
none ſo free, none ſo ſweet, none ſo fruitful, none 
fo raviſhing, none ſo laſting; his Love, where he 
loves, never fails, nor can it ever be broken off; Who 
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foall ſeparate us (fays the Apoſtle) from the Luve of 
Chriſt? That is, nothing can ſeparate us from his 
Love, Neither Death, nor Life, nor Angels, nor Pincipa- 


lities, nor Powers, nor Things preſent, nor Things to come, 


nor Height, nor Depth. nor any Thing elſe can do it, Rom. 


8. 35, 38, 39. And 1 think, ſays an holy Man, his 
unchangeable Love hath ſaid unto me, I defie thee 


to break me, or change me. O Sirs, experienc'd 
Souls will tell you, how ſweer, and good, and rich 
Chriſt's Love is. They will tell you, one Sight, one 
Taſte of it makes Heaven in the Soul, that 717 bei- 
ter than Wine, Cant. 1. 2. And will you reje& him 
and his Love too? Will you pour Contempt upon 


ſo much Kindneſs ? O how juſtly then will you pe- 


riſh under his Wrath ! He has Wrath in him as well 
as Love; Wrath for Enemies, as well as Love for his 
Spouſes ; and his Wrath is as hot and terrible, as his 
Love is ſweet and comfortable, yea his Love will, if 
rejected by you, turn into Wrath, and no Wrath 
like that that is the Reſult of abuſed Love: O theres 


| fore cloſe with Chriſt this Day. 


VII. Are you for a Perſon of Eſteem one that is 
much valued and belov'd ? An ingenuous Soul would 


2 deſire this; and for this none like Chriſt: As there 


is none ſo kind and loving as he, ſo there is none 


ſo much valu'd and belov'd as he: He is beloved 
by all whoſe Love is worth the having: He is high» 


ly valued and beloved by all the Saints, both in Hea- 
ven and Earth; the Saints in Heaven they admire 
and adore him; 'tis a Part of their Happineſs to love 
him, and delight in him for ever: And the Saints 
on Earth, they love and value him above all others 
whatever; he is the dearly Beloved of their Souls. 
How oft does the Spouſe call him her Beloved ; and 
her Well-beloved : And once and again, ſhe de- 
clares herſelf ſick of Love to him; fhe is enameur'd 
on him; he is indeed the deſire of all Nations, Hag. 
2 7. That is to ſay, He whom all the Faithful in 
all Nations do love, deſire, and delight in: 2 

a0 
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alſo that of the Apoſtle, To you: that believe he is pr: 

cious, 1 Pet. 2. 7. The Saints love and value Crit he ch 
above all their Natural, or Creature-Enjoyments, ede 
bove Father and Mother, Husband and Wife, and ne 1S C 
Children, Houſes and Lands, and the like: So much“ te 
is intimated, Matth. 10. 37. and 19 29. They love gear t 
and value him above all their Spiritual Attainments, 51 15 
Accounting them but Dung for Chrift, Phil. 3.8 They 7. 
love and value him above their Lives, being ready rran/la 
to die for him, AQs 21, 13. Rev. 12. 11. O how dear” the 
is Chri# to Saints? He is alſo highly value and Locle 
beloved by all the holy Angels: He is the great Ob. Mich 
je ct of their Love and Admiration : Hence he is ſaid” whi 
to be ſeen of Angels, that is, to be beloved and de-, 
lighted in by Angels, 1 Tim. 3. 16. The bleſſed An. elf h 
gels do ſee that in Chriſt, which does ena mour them los 
on him, and fill them with love to him, and delight Hy 7: 
in him; yea, which does fill them with perpetual pecull 
Admirings and Adorings of him, Rev. 5.12. Yea, r h 
which is more than all this, he is infinitely valuedladee, 
and beloved by God the Father alſo: The bleſſed Pelov 
God ſees that in Chrift, that renders him infinicely Pen“ 
amiable and defirable in his Eye, and to his Soul; ute 
both as Son, and alſo as Mediator, he 1s even in- He 10 
finitely dear and precious to the Father: And as im, 
he is the Son of God, the Son of the Father, as the elate 
Apoſtles Expreſſion is, ſo is he the Darling and De- nlov 
light of the Father's Soul, and was fo from all Erer- {W*'*< 7 
pity ; ſo much he himſelf tells us, Prov. 8. 30. So faluet 
is he the Infinite and Eternal Favourite of the Inf. Pod 
nite and Eternal Father; ſo he is one in Eſſence with ad d 
the Father, and accordingly muſt be infinitely dear 2ul, 
to the Father. Hence he is ſaid to be in the Father's age 
Boſom, and as his Son, was ſo from Eternity, John 1. e 
18. Now the Boſom is the Seat of Love; and this en 
being in his Father's Boſom, notes that ſtrong, ar- Pre“ 


dent, intimate Love which rhe Father has for him: Ind d 


Yea, even as Mediator the Father loves him, John 3. dim: 
35. Yea, he loves him with a choice, a ſingle, and dreva 
an eminent Love, with a Love of the higheſt Strain, 

55 
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he choiceft Excellency, the ſweeteſt Influence; 4 
Love that a ſtamp of ſpecial Glory upon it: Hence 
Ihe is called rhe Beloved, Eph. 1. 6. He hath made us 
accepted in the Beloved ; That is, in Chriſt, who is moſt 
ear to God: Hence God calls rim his beloved Son, 
„isi my beloved Son, in whom 1 am well pleaſed, Matth. 
. 17: Yea, he is called che Son of his Love; he hath 
1 rran/lated us into the Kingdom of his dear Son; the Greek 
2 s, the Son of his Love, Col. 1. 13, Ves, the Father 
d roclaims him to be the Delight of his Soul: Behold 
„eich he) my Servant whom I have choſen ; mine Elect, 
d em my Soul delightith, Iſa 42. 1. What ſhall I 
„y? God loves himiclf infinitely, and next to him- 
elf he loves Chrif and velights in him: "Tis true, 
ne loves all the Works of his Hand as ſuch; eſpeci- 
iy rational Creatnres: And among them he has a 
ecoliar. love for his Saints znd the Holy Angels: 
put he loves Chriſt unſpeakably more than all: He 
Wndeed is firſt Bcloved, and moſt Beloved, and beſt 
Bcloved by him, of al! others. God, as the School. 
Wen obſerve does love the very Fleſh or Human Na- 
ure of Chriſt, more than all the Angels: In a word, 

e loves him ſo, as that he is even raviſh'd with 
im, and he can't but love all that are in him, or 
elated by Covenant to him; and that tho' altogether 
nlovely in themſelves. Now Sirs, will you not 
ve and embrace this Beloved one, one that is thus 
7alued and beloved by Saints, by Angels, and by 
od the Father? And let me ſay, one that is hated 
nd deſpis'd by none but Devils and deviliſh Ones: 
2ul, if thou reject him, whom all the Saints and 
\ngels love, admire and adore, then never expect to 
ive with them in the Fruition of him, but reckon 
pon living with Devils and damn'd Spirits in Hell 
or ever: If thou reje& him whom the Father loves 
nd delights in, then expect to be rejected both by 
im and the Father for ever; but Soul, rather be 
1 Prevaihd with to love him too. 


.. 
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VIII. Are you for Immortality, for one that lives lis wo 
for ever? This added to the reſt is deſirable ; and 
for this, none like Chriſt : Tea, none but Chriſt, he, 
and he alone is a never-dying Husband ; the beſt 

_ Husband here below is mortal, and may leave you 
in a Moment; but Chriſt is immortal, He is the King 
immortal, eternal, 1 Tim. 1. 17. and ke only hath Im. N, 10 
mortality, 1 Tim 6. 16. He, and He only lives for 41 
evermore : Behold, Ilive for ever more (ſays he) Rev. 1, 
18. He will never leave you in the deſolate State of 
Widowhood ; yea, not only does he live for ever 
himſelf, but moreover he makes all his Spouſes to 
live for ever too: So you find, John 11. 25, 26. 1 
am the Reſurrection and the Life, (ſays he) be that be. 
lieveth in me, tho he were dead yet ſhall he live, and 
whoſoever liveth and believeth in me, ſhall never die. O 

What an Husband is this! An Husband that lives for 

e.over himfelf, and that makes his Spouſes live for ever 
too; he gives all his Spouſes ſuch a Life as never 

- dies, an immortal Life. In a word, cloſe with him, 
and as he will live for ever as thy Husband, fo thou 1 
ſhalt live for ever as his Spouſe: O who would not M © 
accept of ſuch a Perſon? Soul, if thou receivedſt II 
him, know, he lives for ever, to love thee, to com- 
fort thee, to delight thee, to make thee happy in 11 
and with himſelt ; but if thou rejecteſt him, know, 
that he lives for ever to puniſh thee, to infli& Wrath IV 
and Vengeance upon thee, and to make thee com- 
pleatly miſerable; but O reject him not! Thus have v 
I ſn⸗ wn you a little what an Husband Chriſt is to his ; 
Spouſes; and upon the whole I would iay to you, as V] 
the Spouſe did to the Daughters of Jeruſalem, Cant. 
5. 16. This is my Beloved, and this is my Friend; This is V} 
he that offers himſelf ro your Embraces ; ſurely he is 
no mean, no deſpicable Perſon, bur one infiaitely de- 
firable. Now, what do you ſay ? Will you have him, 
or will you not ? Poſſibly this is the 1aſt Tender he 
will ever make of himſelf to you ; poſſibly the Match 
muſt be made now or never; therefore now _ 

2 | | wit 
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with him, accept him upon his Terms, who ſurely. 


is worthy of. all Acceptation. 


— _— 


— 


HAF. M., 
f bicb ſhews hat great Things CHRTsT does for 
all his Spouſes. 


Rue, may ſome ſay, Chriſts Perſon is deſira- 

ble, but what will he do for his Spouſes ? What 
may our Souls expect from him, in caſe we ſhould 

cloſe with him in a Marriage Covenant? What will 

he do? What will He not do for you? Surely He 

aQs like himſelf, and does great things for all his 

Spouſes: And O happy, happy they that are indeed 

eſpouſed unto him! I ſhall, for the more effe cual 

drawing of poor Souls to him, ſnew you what he 

does for his Spouſes, in theſe following Particulars, 


J. He pays all their Debts. 

II. He ſupplies all their Wants. 

III. He heals all their Maladies. 

IV. He bears all their Burdens. 

V. He ſweetens all their Afflictions. 

VI. He ſubdues all their Enemies. 

VII, He minds and manages all cheir Concerns. 


W Enjointures them in Eternal Life and 
' ory, d * | 


1. He pays all their debts, fully diſcharging Souls 
| | © their 
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Souls from all ſins and guilt. No ſooner is a wo- 
man married to her Husband, but preſently all her 
Debrs become his; He pays all, at leſt is liable fo; 
to do: In like manner, no ſooner is a Soul eſpouſed fi 
to Chriſt, but all his Debts to Law and Juſtice be. 
come Chriſt's, and he pays all; And O how great af 
Thing is this! Friends, we are all in Debt, deeply, 
in Debt to the Law and Juſtice of God: we owe 
each one of us more than our ten thouſand Talents, 
Matth. 18. 24, We lie under whole Mountains of Sin 
and-Guile: The Truth is, our firſt Father left us and} 
all his Poſterity in Debt; we brought Sin and Guile 
into the World with us, and the firſt Day we were born 
Divine Juſtice might have arreſted us, and have caſt 
us into the diſmal Priſon of utter Darknefs. I camel 
of thoſe Parents (ſays one of the Ancients) who made 
me damned before I was born; they Sinners begot me a 
Sinner in their Sin. And to the ſame Purpoſe another 
of them ſpeaks, No Man # free from Sin (ſays he) ou 
the Sight of Cod; no, not an Infant of a Day old. And W. 
to give you a greater Authority than theſe, the holy if 
Apoſtle aſſerts the ſame Thing, Rom. F. 12, By one 
Man Sin entred into the World, and Death by Sin, ani 
Death paſſed upon ail Men, for that al have ſinned. Adam 
ſinned, and we all ſinned in him, we all being in 
him, as in a Common Head; and the Guilt of the] 
Act of this Sin is as truly ours, as if we had each off 
us acted it in our own Perſons, and we all ſtand} 
juſtly condemned for it. Hence alſo, wer. 8. he 
tell us, That by the Offence of One, Judgment came up- 
en all Men to Condemnation. Beſides, we have all con- 
trated a vaſt Debt upon ourſelves, and do lie under 
much actual Guile, and that of a Scarlet Dye and i 
Crimſon Tiackure. Alas! we have done little but 
ſinned ever ſince we came into the World; and 
indeed, as long as we are out of Chriſt, either all 
we do is Sin, or at lezſt we fin in all we do: We 
are every Day running upon new Scores,adding Sin to 
Sin, and guilt to Guile; And O how great then muſt 


our Debts to Law and Juſtice needs be? You look 
upon 


The Souls Eſponſal to CHRIST. 73 
upon that Man to be deeply in Debt indeed, whoſe 
= Dcbts are ſo many and great as that he can neither 
W know, nor count them. And thus it 1s with us, ſo 
many and ſo great are our Sins, and conſequently our 0 


Debts to Law and Juſtice, that we can neither know 
nor count them. David, though a Holy Man, cries 


＋ out, Who can underſtand his Errors? Plalm 19 12. 
„Alas, who of us can count the Sins of one Day? They 
„ piſs our Knowledge, and which is worſe ſtill, we 


are under a Neceſſity, whilſt in our natural State, of 
W increaſing our Sin and Guilt every Day and Hour. 
Now how ſhall all this Debt be paid, this Sin and 
WGuilt be expiated and done away? Why only by 
WS Chrcift, cloſe with him in a Marriage-Covenant, and 
Wyour Souls are diſcharg'd from all. Juſtice that ſtands 
Wupon Satisfaction, it calls for full Payment; its Lan- 
Nauage is, Pay, or Periſh; Pay, or be Damned: and 
nothing have we of our own to Pay the leaſt of all 


er ; 
„our Debts, nor can we poſſibly right God for the 
d Wrong we have done him by the leaſt Sin; and 
ly which adds to our Miſery, we are every Day in Dan- 


ger of Arreſts, nor kaow we how ſoen Juſtice will 
by the Hand of that grim Serjeant Death, clap an 
Arreſt upon us, and caſt us into Priſon, whence 
there is no Redemption, until we have paid the 
Nutmoſt Farthing, which can never be, Marth. 5. 26. 
Now Sinner, wouldſt thou have thy Debts paid, thy 
ins pardoned, and thy Soul freed from the Danger 
je Nof thoſe Arceſts ? then give up thyſelf ro Chriſt in a 
IMarriage-Covenant: O this is the only Way to dif. 

harge all, Chriſt ſays to Juſtice concerning all his 
pouſes, as Paul ſometimes did to Philemon concern- 


er 
d ing onefimus; If he hath wronged thee, or oweth thee 
ut Wan Thing, put that-upou-my Account: So ſays Chriſt to 
d 


Cod concerning thee immediately upon thy Cloſe 
with him; 3 if this Soul hath wronged thee, 

and oweth thee any Thing, place it on my Account, 
J have taken all his Debrs upon me, I'll be reſpon- 
ſible to Thee for all: Father, this Soul I bled and 


died for, this Soul I was made Sin and a Curſe for 
D whereby 


* „ 
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| Riches in Glory: They have Wants, and 'He bz 
Fulneſs; They have Needs, and He has Riches; ant 


communicates of the one to the other: Truly w 


digal, we are even perifbing with Hunger, * J 
vet 


4 ” — * 


whereby thy Juſtice is fully ſatisfied; let him ther 
fore be diſcharged, O Soul, how ſhould this draw 
thee to Chriſt ? Canſt thou be contenr to lie under 
ſo great a Debt? And is it a ſmall Thing to thee tof 
be in Danger of ſo terrible an Arreſt as that of 
Juſtice, which we have ſpoken of, is? Suppoſe | 
Man owed Ten thouſand Pounds, and had nothing 
wherewith ro pay, and he ſaw himſelf in Danger 
every Moment of being caſt into Priſon ; how ſa{f 
wou}dft thou look upon his Caſe to be? And houfi 
gladly, thinkeſt thou, would he embrace an Offi 
from any to diſcharge him from all? Soul, thy Caf: 
is Ten thouſand times more fad, and how glad 
ſhouldſt thou embrace the Lord Jeſus, who would 
and who alone can diſcharge all for thee ? In ſhort 
we read of Spirits a#lrendy in Priſon, 1 Pet. 3. 1,8 
Juſtice has already clap'd its Arreſt upon Thou 
ſands and Ten thouſands, and lodg'd them in the Pri 
ſon of eternal Darkneſs; and what canſt thou eng 

ct from it, but to be dealt with in the like manneſ 
Tpeedily, unleſs thou cloſeſt with Chriſt as thy Righ8 
teouſneſs, to make Satisfaction for thee ? His Right 
teouſneſs is ſuch as makes a full Satisfaction, and iff 
every Way znſwerable to the ſtricteſt Demands off 
Law and Juſtice; and by it he being cloſed withi 
by thee, all thy Debts are paid at once. 

II. He ſupplies all their Wants, and makes bleſſeſ 
Proviſion for them. Tis the Part of an HusbanWen 
to ſupply the Wants of his Wife, and to make Pre 
viſion for her: And this Chriſt does for all hi 
Spouſes ; He ſupplies all their Needs according to hi 


he brings his Fulneſs to their Wants, and freeh 


are full of Wants of all Sorts, Wants in the Soul 
and Wants in the Body. We are peer, ani miſerab 
and blind, and naked, Rev. 3. 17. Yea, our Wants ar 
ſuch, and ſo pinching upon us, that with the Proj 
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ere Even the Saints themſelves are a poor aud needy Pes- 
raw ple, full of Wants, I/. 40. 17. Now how ſhall 
der theſe Wants be ſupply'd ? Only by Chrift, and do 
e toll but cloſe with him, and he will ſupply all plentiful- 
t offi ly : Let it be but a Day of Eſpouſals between Chriſt 
ſe iWand you, and all your Wants are ſupply'd for ever. 
nine The Truth is, Chriſt is All; He is the great All, 
ngeif (as one calls him) Heaven and Earth, Time and E- 
7 ſalfMternity, Grace and Glory are all in one Chriſt: He 
howMſupplies the Spiritual Wants of his Spouſes : Do you 


want Life? He that hath the Son, hath Life, 1 John 
6. 12. Do you want Grace? Cloſe with Chrift, and 
he will give you Grace, Abundance of Grace, John 
$81.16. Do you want Peace? Cloſe with Chriſt, and 


hort, Ihe will give you Peace, John 14. 27. Do you want 
. strength and Righteouſneſs, Righteouſneſs for Ju- 
houMſtification, and Strength for SanQification and Obe- 
» Priffdi:nce ? Cloſe with Chriſt and he will ſupply you 
1 es 


with Abundance of both, !ſa. 45. 24. Do you want 
anne oy and Conſolation ? Cloſe with Chriſt, he will in 


R ighdue Seaſon fill you with Joy and Conſolation, he 
Rigo will comfort your Hearts, 1 Thefſ. 2.16, 17. He 
nd i upplies all the ourward Wants alſo of his Spouſes, 
ds ond that fo as that they want no good Thing, Pſal. 


$4.16. They want no outward good Thing, but what 
he Want thereof is better for them, than the En- 
Poyment of it would be: True, they may, and of- 

en have but a little of outward Comfort; but yet 
hen they have much in a little, much Love, much 
Bleffing, much of Chriſt and the Covenant: And 
herefore „ Little which they have, is ſaid to be better 
bi ban the Riches of many Wicked, Plal. 37. 16. Beſides, 
s; anWherein they are cut ſhort in Temporals, Chriſt of- 


free(Men makes it up to them in Spirituals: They are 
ly wileor in this World, but rich in Faith, Jam. 2. 5. They 
 SoulWave not much of the Streams, it may be, but they 
ſerabißhzve the more of the Fountain; more Love, and 


nts ae ſweeter Communion with Chriſt: In a Word, 

e Prhrhatever Heaven or Earth affords, fo far as they need 

15. . they ſhall have it: The Lerd vil give Grace and 
Eve! 2 D 2 Slim 
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"Glory, and no good Thing will he wit h- hold from them thatf 
walk wprighily, Pal. 82.4. O! who would not cloſe 
wich this Chriſt? Soul, why ſtandeſt thou off f: on 
him? Is there any tan ſupply thy Wants but he? 
Is there any can give thee Life; and Peace, and Par. 
don, and Righteouſneſs, and Salvation, but he? Ot 
+ hadſt thou rather die in thy Wants than come to 
this Fountain to be ſupply'd ? Hadſt thou rather pe. 
Tiſh in thine own Poverty, than come to this Tres 
Fury to be enrich'd : f 
; III. He heals all their Wounds, and cures all 
their Maladies. He is a Phyſician to his Spouſe 
and ſuch a Phyſician, as that tho' the Wound be ne 
ver ſo deep, and the Diſeaſe never ſo deſperate, yell 
he never fails to work the Cure for them: O hon 
"ſhould this allure us to him! We, my Be loved 
have our Wounds as well as our Wants, we are full 
of Maladies and Diſeaſes of Soul: The Truth if 
From the Sole of the Fot, to the Crown of the Head; tba! 
'3s no Soundneſs in us, Iſa. 5. 6. The Saints themſelve f '”! 
have their Wounds, yea, Wounds many times th 5. 
fink and are corrupt, (as David ſpeaks) Pſal. 38. „p. 
Indeed, they are apt to get freſh Wounds every Day; th 
"Wounds in their Grace, and Wounds in their Peace Pl: 
"Wounds in their Comforts, and Wounds in thei 2 
Conſciences ; Wounds that ſmart ſorely, and whiff A 
many times bleed, as if they ſhould bleed to Death 
of them : Well, but Chriſt heals all their Wounds 
and do but cloſe with him in a Marriage-Cove- 
nant, and he will heal thine too, whoever thou art: 
*He is that good Samaritan that has Oyl and Wine 
his Blood and Spirit to pour into the Wounds o 
his People for the Healing of them: By 58 $tript 
we are healed, Iſa. 53.5. His Blood and Spirit are 
Sovereign Balm, which can heal the deepeſt Wounds 


and deadlieſt Diſeaſes : His Spouſes find it ſo, He ©" 

' foreth my Soul, ſays David, Pfal. 23. 3. His Soul wal £4 
ſubject to many Ails and Infirmities, but Chriſt rh ” 
7 


ſtored him under all. Need we ſay, 1; there no Bain 
m Uilead ? Is there no Phyſician there? Surely chere i, 
1 50 Indes 
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Indeed, there is none but Chriſt and his Blood that 
an heal our Wounds. O Soul, why ſhouldſt thou 
-loſeWnot cloſe with him, that thou mayſt be healed ? Do 
„om not thy Wounds ſtink ? And a e they not ready to 
he rankle and gangreen? And unl-is Chriſt heals them 
Par for thee, muſt thou not unavoid-bly die of them 
'O:Wznd periſh for ever? Muſt thou not ſiffer a cutting 
e to off from God, a cutting off from Chriſt, a cutting 
pe. off from Heaven and all Happineſs for ever e And 
ren wile thou ſuffer ſuch a cutting ff? Wilt thou be 
content to die and perifh eternally, rather than come 
- alWco Chriſt for Healing? 
IV. He bears all their Burdens : We are com- 
ne, manded to bear one anothers Burdens; eſpecially 
| 10% Hasbands ſhouid bear the Burdens of their Wives: 
And this Chriſt does, he bears all the Burdens of 
his Spouſes. Sirs, we all have our Burdens which 


= we labour under, Burdens within, and Burdens with. 
h i out ; Burdens in the Fleſh, and Burdens in the Spi- 
h ric ; Burdens that make us groen under them: Be- 
ve ing burdened, we groan, ſays the Apoſtle, 2 Cor, 5. 4. 


chill Burdens that are too heavy for us to bear, as David com- 

& plained his were, Pſai. 38. 4. Burdens ſometimes 
that makes us a Burden to ourſelves, as Job com- 
WS plains of himſelf, Job 7. 20, Yea, Burdens that 


heil make our very Lives a Burden to us: My Soul i; weary 
nich of my Life, fays Job, Chap 10.1. Now, how ſhall all 
ah theſe Burdens be born? Why, Chriſt will bear them 
ds; all, he bears all the Burdens of all his Spouſes; and if 


we will cloſe with him in a Marriage-Covenant,there 
ſnall not that Burden lie upon us, that he will not bear 


t; | 
3 for us. He bears all his Peoples Burdens two Ways. 
- of 1. In a Way of Sympathy and Compaſſion : He 
e weeps with all their Tears, and ſighs with all their 
re Groans: If they are troubled, he grieves; if they are 


wounded, he bleeds, in all Things he bears the other 
end of the Burden ; In all :heir Affictions he was afflict- 
ed, Iſa 63.9. He does, cvuradSnowa, ſuffer together 
with us; or (as the Apoſtle renders it) he is touched 
with the feeling of our Infirmites, Heb, 4. i5. He is 
D 3 deeply 
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deeply ſenſible of our Burdens, all our Sorrows : Such 
ſometimes is the Caſe with the Saints, that 2. 
mong Men they have none to pity them, and ſympa- 
thize with them, under their Burdens, as was David's 
Caſe, Pſal 69. 20. But even then Chriſt bears the o. 
ther End of the Burden, he pities them, and ſy mpa. 
thizes with them and that according to the weight'of 
their Burden. And O how ſweet is that? No matte, 
(fays en holy Man) how heavy the Burden be, ſo long ai 
C/rift bears the other end of it. 8 
2. In a Wey of Succour and Corroboration : He 
does not only bear with them, but alſo gives them 
Strength to bear, and ſtand up under the Burden: kX 
guts his Everlaſting Arms underneath him, Deut. 33. 27. 
And with the Promiſe of this he encourages them to, 
caſt their Burdens upon him; caff thy Burden upon th 
Lord, and he ſhall ſuſtain thee, ſuccour and ſupport 
Lace, Pſal, 55. 22. He ſtrenghthens and ſuccoun 
them, and that anſwerable to the weight of their Bur. 
den; He gives them great Strength for great Burdens |? 
great Succours for great Temptations, and ſo make 
good his Promiſe to them, not to ſuffer them to be ten 
ted above what they are able to bear, 1 Cor. 10. 13 Thes 
poor Soul many times cries out, O, I ſhall fink undet 
the Burden, 'tis too heavy for me to bear: But, 
Soul, tho” it be too heavy for thee ; yet tis not too 
heavy for Chriſt to bear, and he bears with thee, and 
for thee : Yea, he does not only bear, but in due 
Time he bears away all their Burdens for them:® 
There is not that Burden lies upon any of his Spou - 
ſes, but he ſo bears it, as at laſt to bear it utterly away 
for them, ſo as they ſhall never need to Groan undet 
it more. He has already born the heavieſt Burden 
of all for them, even the Guilt and Puniſhment of 
their Sins ; He bare our Sins in his Body upon the Tree, 
1 Pet. 2. 24. And again, He bare the Sin of many, Iſa. 
53. 12. And 'ris well for us that he hath born this 
. Burden ; for otherwiſe it muſt neceſſarily have ſunk 
and cruſh'd us for ever; we could never have ſtood 
under it! and as he has born this, ſo he bears, * in 
ue 
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due Time will bear away all for them. Are their 
Sins, the Iniquities of their Holy Things, a Burden 


to them: Theſe He bears away from them, Exd. 28. 


38. Are the Remainders of Original Corruption a 


Burden to them? Theſe make them Groan indeed; 
theſe in due Time he bears away from them, Rom. 7. 
24, 25- Are their Conflicts and Temptations a 
Burden to them ? Theſe lie heavy upon ſome, in due 
Time he bears theſe away alfo; He turns their Con» 
fits into Triumphs: O how ſhould this comfort the 


4 Hearts of Saints? And, how ſhould it draw and al- 


lure Sinners to him? O Sirs, will you ſink under 


13 your Burdens, rather than have Chriſt to bear them 
for you? O be not ſo cruel to your own Souls! 


V. He ſweetens all their Afflictions for them: Af. 
flit ions they may, and often do meet withal, many 
and great Afflictions. Chriſt tells us, That in the World 
we ſhall have Tribulation, John 16. 33. Bur He ſweet- 


ens all for them; He turns their Wormwood into. 


Wine, and therefore at the ſame time with the ſame 
breath, he ſays, In me ye ſball have Peace: As if he 
ſhould fay, I will ſweeten all your Tribulations to 
you. Chriſt ſweetens his Peoples Afflictions to them, 
two Ways : 

1. By his Preſence with them, and the Communi- 
cations of his Love to them under their Afflictions; 
Chriſt had promiſed to be with his People, and to 
Miniſter Comforts ro them in their Afflictions; Ifa. 
43. 2. M hen thou paſſeſt through the Waters, I'll be with 
thee ; and through the Fire, it fball not burn thee: That 
is, I'll be with thee in all the ſharpeſt Afflictions 
thou meeteſt withal: They meet with many Afflicti- 
ons, Sicknefs, Poverty, Reproach, Perſecution, and 
the like, but Chrift is with them in all, and ſhews 
them his Love, and this ſweerens all ro them. The 
Truth is, Chriſt is never more with his People, and 
he uſually never communicates more of his Love and 
Conſolations to them, than when in Affliction: Then 
uſually 'tis, that they have the ſweeteſt Embraces of 
af his Roſom;. then they have the cleareſt Sights, the 
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fulleſt Taſtes, the choiceſt and moſt eminent Sealings| 


f his Love to them: Then he leads them into his Ban- 
qucting- Houſe , and diſplays the Banner of his Love over 
them: He (Pays them with Flaggons, Comforts and them with 
Arples: His Left Hand is under their Head, and his Right 
hana aoth embrace them, Cant. 2. 4, 5, 6. Then He 
Miniſters his ftrongeſt Conſolations to them, comfor- 
ting them in all their Tribu/ations 2 Cor. 1 4, 5. The 


Ich is, their ſharpeſt AfiiQtions are but to prepare | 


them ſor his ſweeteſt Confolarions; and indeed He 
th:rcfore oftentimes afflicts them, that he may mani. 
feſt his Love, and Miniſter Confol:rions to them; 


according to that of Heſca 2. 14. J will a lure her into 


the Hiiderneſ', and there will I ſpeak comfortably to her: 
Aud indeed, as ſtrong Co:.lolations oftentimes pre- 
pare for great AM.Gions . ſo great AA ions uſually 


m⸗ke w:y for itrong Confolations. © Aﬀ-:Gions ( 


* a wor: hy Divine) is the Air, in which Chriſt's Love 
** «fccia.'y breaths; and Chriſt aud the Crofs are 


Frere Crmpiny.* This ans. Chis Love und | 
Preſence with his People in their Affl ction, is what 


turns their Night into Day, their Darkneſs into 
Light cheir Pains into Eaſe, their Sorrows into Joy, 


their Loſſes into Gain; yea, and Death itſelf into 2 
Life Though I walk through the Valle y of the ſhadow of | 


Death. yet will 1 fear ne Evil, becauſe thou art with me, 
Pſal. 23 4. It turns a Priſon into a pletant Palace, 
yea. itturns a fiery Furnace info a delightful Walk ; 
as in the Caſe of the Three Children; and this experi- 


enced Souls find: O how ſweet are Aﬀ:&ions when 


Chriſt and his Love come with them! 


2. By ſ-nQifying their Afflictions to them, and ; 


working good to their Souls out of all. Sanctify'd 
AfﬀiiQions are ſweet Afflictions; they meet with 
Afflictions. but Chriſt gives them the ſweet Fruit, 
and a bleſſed Iſſue of them. mzkes them all work to- 
gether for good to them, according to that great O- 
racle, Rom. 8. 23 AH Things ſhall work together for good 
fo them that love God. By theſe he proves their 
Graces, and improves their Experiences; he makes 


them 
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— chem all to be, as the Gibeonites ſometimes were to 
194 the Congregation of God, as ſo many Hewers of 
ie Wood, and Drawers of Water to the Faith, to their 
201 Comforts, to their Holineſs on Earth, and Happineſs 
He in Heaven. The Faith of this ſweetned all Job's great | 
or- nd heavy Aff cTions to him: When I am tried, (ſays 
The he) 7 ſbad come forth as Gold, Job 23. 10. Heieby he 


tries their Faith, which is better than Gold, 1 Pet. 1. 7. 


Us & H-reby he refines them, and purges away their Droſs 
ni. from them; Behold, I have refined thee. but not with 
Silver ] have choſen thee in the Furnace of Affliction Or, 


as, as you may read if, Lhave made a choice one of thee 
in the Furnace of Affliction, Iſa 38. 19. Hereby he 


hy makes them Partakers of his Holineſs Heb 12. 10. 
Ity By this he purgeth away their Iniquity, and tak:th away 
their Sin, Ia. 27. 9. In ſhort, Heieby he bumbles 


2 them, and ſeals Inſtruction to them: | Hereby he 
weans th:m from the World, draws them nearer to 
himſe lf quickens their Hearts in his good Ways, and 


- 2 raiſes them up to higher Strains of Grace, and Pitches ; 
70 in Holineſs, than they were got up to before: Yea, 
y hereby he encreaſes their Revenue of Glory, and adds 
4 to their Crown in Eternity. Our light Aflictions, which 


F KUL but for a Moment, (ſays the Apoſtle) w rk ont for 
e. KA far more exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory, 
55 2 Cor. 4. 17, Thus he ſanctifics all; and O bow 
l doth this ſweeten ali! Here is a Croſs tis true. may 
Ho the Soul ſay, but by this Croſs does Chriſt cruciſie 
1 me to Sin and the World, he weans me from the 

Creature, ſets me a Longing afrer Heaven; and fo 
1 & 1004. welcome Croſs, how heavy foever. Here's an 
4 Afi:Qion, 'tis true, and 'tis an heavy one; but by 
0 it Chriſt proves and brightens my Graces, and that 
IF fweerens all. O what owe I (ſays Rut herford) to 
„ the File and Hammer of my ſweet Low J-lus ? 
i® He hath taught me more (Jays he) by my Six 
Months Impriſonment, than ver I leatnt in my 
„ Nine Years paſt Miniſtry. Luther was wont to ley, 
„Three Things made a good Miaiſter ; Temptation, 
Affliction, Supplication. '” The ſame alſo con- 
D 5 duce 
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duce much to the making of a good Chriſtian : And 


indeed tis ſeldom that ever a Soul comes to any Emi» 
nency in Grace, until he has been exercis'd with ſan. 
ctified Afflictions and Temptations. And doubt leſs 


there is many a Soul who may and muſt ſoy, That} 


next to Chriſt, his Aflitions have, through his Grace 
and Blefling, been his beſt Mercies, O how ſhould 
This draw Souls to Chriſt, and allure them into a 


Marriage-Covenant with him! Poor Soul, it may be 
that which keeps thee from Chriſt, is the fear of 


what Afflictions thou mayeſt meet with in his Ways. 

But know (i.) Thou mayeſt meet with Affliction, 

firſt or laſt, tho' thou never cloſeſt with Chriſt; for 
wicked Men and Unbelievers meet with Troubles and Þ 

AfiiQions, and that even in this World oft- Times: 
However, to be fure at laſt: They will have a full 

Cup, yea, the very Dregs of God's Wrath pour'd out 
unto them: They will meet with, and fall under forer 
and more dreadful Afflictions, than any thou canſt | 
meet withal in the Way, and for the Sake of Chriſt: | 
For pray conſider, Is there any Trouble, and Afflicti- 
on thou canſt meet withal for Chriſt, like to this, for 
2 Man to die in his Sins, to be ſeparated from God | 
for ever, to have Infinitenefs and Eternity combined 
againſt thee? Is there any Trouble or Afflictions like 
to the Torments of the Infernal Pit, and being the 


Obje & of infinite Wrath for ever? And yet this will 


be the Lot at laſt of all that cloſe not with Chriſt in a M 
Marriage-Relation. (2,) Whatever Afflictions thou 
mayeſt meet withal in the Way of Chriſt, cloſing % 
With him, he fweetens all for thee ; and that ſo as 
that thou wouldeſt not have been without them for 

-a World ; O fcare not at the Crofs, but clofe in with 


Ehbr:i8 


fer wich Enenies on all Hands; they have many 


Enemies, and mighty Enemies! Enemies within, 


and Enemies without, and 311 in Confederacy againſt 


them to deſtroy them, to deſtroy their Lives, to 
: | | deſtrey 
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{. Tis he ſubdues all their Enemies for them: ; 
True, the poor Saint and Spouſes of Chsiſt are be- 
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deftroy their Graces, to deſtroy their Peace and 
Comforts, to deſtroy their Souls and Happineſs for 
ever; all like ſo many roaring Lions ſeeking to 
devour them: Well, bur Chriſt, who is their Cap- 
tain as well as their Husband, ſubdues and con- 
quers all for them; and firſt or laſt, makes them 
to ſet their Feet upon the Necks, and triumph over 
them: He makes them Conquerors, yea, more than Con- 
querors over all, Rom. 8. 37. He makes them fo to 
conquer them, as ſooner or later to gain by alÞ 
their Conflicts and Oppoſitions : Indeed, Chriſt has. 
already conquer'd all his People Enemies for them. 
The Saints have five great Enemies, Sis, Self, the 
World, the Devil, and Death; Chriſt has long fince 
conquer'd them all for them, and by degrees brings 
them into the joyful Triumph of that Conqueſt. 

1. He has conquer'd Sin for them : He by being: 
made Sin, hath obtain'd an eteinal Victory over Sin 
for all his People: Sin is the Saints great Enemy; 
tis that which wars againſt their Souls, Rom. 7. 23. 
1 Per. 2. 11. And indeed this is that which gives al“ 
the reſt an Advantage againſt them ; but even this 
greateſt Enemy Chriſt has conquer'd for them : 
Hence he is ſaid to have condemned Sin in the Fleſh';. 
He for Sin condemned Sin in the Fleſh, Rom..8. 3. 1. e. He 
by being made a Sacrifice for Sin, hath killed and* 
ſubdu'd Sin, paſs'd s Sentence of Death and Condem< 
nation upon Sin for ever: Hence alſo car Old Man is 
faid to be crucified with kim, that the Body of. Sin might” 
be deflroyed, Rom. 6. 6. Hence alſe he is ſaid t9-de- 
ftroy Sin, to take away Sin, and the like: And how ?* 
Why as to the Reign and Power, as well as the Guile 
and Curſe of it: And this, Pas acted by the Spirit 
of Faith, could triumph in, even whilſt he was in 
the ſharpeſt Conflicts with Sin, Rem. 7: 23, 24, 25. 
I thank God through Chriſt; (ſays he). For what? Why, 
for Victory over, and Deliverance from the Law of 
Sin he was now conflicting with. 

2. He has conquer'd Self for them: Self as welk 
as Sin, is our deadly Enemy: This indeed is a _ 
| T 
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cloſe Enemy, and moſt difficult to be ſlain: This 
is an Enemy that we are too too loth many times 
to have deſtroy'd, and yer an Enemy which makes 
woful Spoil upon us and our Happineſs. I often 
think of the Speech of a Holy and Learned Divine; 


O, ſays he, if 1 could be Maſter of that Houſe-Idol, my\ 
Self, my Own, my own Wil, Wit, Credit and Eaſe, how 


bl:ſſed were I! O but we have neeg, ſays he, to be re- 
deemed from ourſelves. rather than from the Devil and 
the Worid ! And preſently again he cries out, O reich- 
ed Idol myſelf! When ſhall I ſee thee wholly decourted, 
and Chrift wholly put in thy Room! And who that have 
any Acquaintance with themſelves, do not find 
Cauſe to cry out in like manner? O this Self, this 
wretched Self, how great an Enemy is it! Well, 
but this Chriſt hath conquer'd : And cloſing with 
him, thou ſhalt by Degrees find it to die and fall 
under thee. Paul did ſo, I am crucified with Chriſt, 
ſays he, newertheleſs; I live; yet not I, Gal. 2. 20. 
He had an Eye, a Self which ruled in him; but by 
Chriſt *rwas crucify'd and ſlain for him, and he was 
a Conqueror over it. | "T9" | 

3- He has conquer'd the World for them : Take 


the World in what Notion you will, and 'tis in one 


reſpe& or other an Enemy to the Saints; the Men 
of the World, the Things of the World, the Fiowns 
of the World, the Flatteries of the World. they all 
ene Way or other, fight againſt them, and are Ene- 
mies to them. The World, as well as Sin and Self, is 
a mortz] E:emy to them: But this Enemy alſo Chriſt 
has ſubJu'd ard conqusi'd for them; he has told 
them ſo much for their Comfort, under the Op- 
Poſition hey meet with from it, John 16. 23 Be of 
good Cheer, I have overcome the World, (ſays he) 9. d. 
the World is your Enemy, but 'tis a conquer'd 
Enemy; 'twill molcſt and oppoſe you, bur it ſhall not 
be able to hurt you, for I have conquered it for you. 
And as he has conquered ir for us, fo he will enable 
us, cloſing with him by Faith, to conquer it; fo 
1 John 5. 4. This is the Victory which overcymeth the 
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4. He has conquered the Devil, yes all the Devils | 


in Hell for them : The Devil is the Enemy of the 
Saints, and indeed he is a formidable one; an Adver. 


/ fary that goes about like - a roaring Lion ſeeking whom he. 


may devour, 1 Pet- 5. 8. He is a ſubtil, a potent, a 
malicious, a cruel, and an indefatigable Enemy: But 
ſo formidable an Enemy as he is, Chriſt hath conque- 
red him for them; hence he is ſaid te have deftroyed 
the Devil; he partoołk of Flejh and Blood, that through 
Death h. might defiroy him that had the Power of Death, 
that is, the Devil, Heb. 2. 14. and to have ſpoiled Prin- 
cipalities and Powers, and to have made a ſhew of them o- 
penly on his Croſs, Triumphing over them, Col. 2. 15, 
dragging them at his Chariot- Wheels; as was the 
manner ſometimes for Conquerors to deal by their 
vanquifh'd Enemies: The Sum is, that he hath made 
a compleat and glorious Conqueſt over all the Devils 
in Hell for Believers : He has conquered them even 
to Triumph : Chriſt has conquered the Devil for his 
Spouſes, as to his ruling, reigning, and command. 
ing Power, and he will, and does conquer him at laſt, 
yea, ſpeedily, as to his tempting, vexing, and ſedu- 
cing Power. The God of Peace ſhall tread Satan under your 
Feet ſhortly, Rom. 16. 20. Shorcly, Soul, the Devil 
ſhall vex thee no more, moleſt thee no more, infeſt 
and annoy thee by his Temptations no more. ; 

5. He has conquered Death for them : Death is an 
Enemy, and 'tis the laſt Enemy that is to be deſtroyed; ſo 
the Apoſtle tells vs, « Cor. 15. 26. and in itſelf con- 


ſidered, a terrible Enemy, it is the King of Terrors, Job . 


18 14. But this Enemy hath Chriſt conquered for 
all his, he has taken away all its killing Power, its 
Sting and Curſe, in ſo much that they may holily 
Triumph over it and rejoice in its Approach The A. 


| poſtle did ſo, 1 Cor 15. 55, 56,57, Death (ſays he) 
is ſwallowed np in Victory; O Death, where is thy Sting? 


O Grave, where is thy Victory? The Sting of Death is Sin, 


the ſtrength ef Sin i; the Law ; but thanks be to God who 


giveth 
ds 
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world, even our Faith: The world ſhall not always TA h 
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long for it as ſuch. Chriſt by Death has unſtung 
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giveth us the Vifery, through our Lord Jeſus Chrift. 0 
what a Triumph does he here aft over Death through 
the Conqueſt Chrift has gotren over it for him? Tru. 
Iy this Enemy is ſo far conquered by him for them, 
that 'tis become indeed a Friend to them; and they 
can when in a right Spiric, embrace it as ſuch, and 


Death, and in a ſort undeath it: Thus Chriſt has 
conquered all his Peoples Enemies, and they being 
made one with him in a Marriage-Covenant, all his 
Victories are theirs ; and his Conqueſt theirs, and 
they are Conquerors over all in him ; and O how 
ſweet, bow encouraging is this? And how ſhould it 
win Souls to cloſe with him! Poor Soul, thou ſeeſt 
thyſelf environed with Enemies, thou art hard beſet 
on all Hands; Legions of Luſts and Devils attend 
with Self, Death, and the World, oppoſe themſelves 
againſt thee ; and thou art often crying out, as Da- 
vid in another Caſe, 2 Sam. 3. 19. I am weak, ani 
theſe Men, the Sons of Zerviah, are too flrong for me: yea, 
thou arr ready to fay of them, as he ſometimes in his 
unbelief did of Saul, 1 Sam. 27. 1. JI fba!l one Day 
periſh by the Hani of Saul: Alas, I am a weak noching- 
Creature, and am unable to grapple with the leaſt of 
all mine Enemies; and how then ſhall I Rand up a» 
. them all ? Surely I ſhall periſh by them at leſt. 
Well, Soul, but know for thy Encouragement, that 
all thine Enemies are conquer'd by Chrift, and though 
they are too ſtrong for thee, yet they are not too 
ſtrong for Chriſt to grapple with, and make chee a 
Conqueror over. When the Prophets Servant ſaw 
what a great and formidable Hof? compaſſed the City, he 
Cried out, Alas Maſter what ſhall we de? And what did 
his Maſter Anſwer him ? Fear not (ſaid he) for they. 


that be with ut, be more than they that be with them, 


2 Kings 6. 15, 16 So, poor Soul, when thou conſide- 
reſt what great and formidable Enemies do compaſs 
thee about, thou crieft out to one and another; Alas, 
Sir, what fhall Ido: But I would ſay ro thee as the 


Prophet to his Servant; Fear not, there is more 2 
Ke NS e 


E Senn. 


Err 


OO IL „ . ö e e eee 


who would not have ſuch an Husband ? 
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thee than with them ; thou haſt Chriſt with thee, ts 
fight and overcome all for thee ; therefore chear up, 
give up thyſelf unte him; and the Victory over Sin, 
Self, World. Death, Devil, and all is thine for ever. O, 


VII. He minds and manages all their Concerns for 
them, *Tis the part of an Husband to mind and ma- 
nage the concerns of his Wife, and to have a naturaf 
Care both of her and them: And thus "tis with 
Chriſt. He manages all his Peoples Concerns, and 
that in Heaven, on Earth, and in our own Souls, 

1. He minds and manages all their Concerns in 
Heaven for the n: Their Affairs lie much in Heaven, 
their Buſineſs there is gaeat; and Chriſt their Hus- 
band minds all, and tranfacts all for them, and that 
faithfully : Indeed he went thither on purpoſe to 
tranſact their Affairs for them: Hence he is ſaid zs 
have entred not inte the holy Place made with Handt, but 
into Heaven itſelf, there to appear in the Preſence of God for 
them, Heb. 9. 24. Hence alſo he is ſaid zo be an Ads 
wocate with the Father for them, 1 John 2. i. He 
Pleads with the Father for them: Have they a Peti- 
tion to preſent to the Father for this or the other 
Mercy ? He preſents and prefers it for them: He 
takes all their Prayers, and ſprinkles them with his 
own Blood, perfumes them with the Odours of his 
own Incenſe, and then tenders them to the Father 
with his own Hand, Rev 8. beg. We pray very bros 
kenly, but he mends our Prayers, yea, oftentimes 
when we can't pray, when we can't ſpeak for our- 
ſelves, he ſpeaks for us, and prefers our Petitions for 
us: Are their Charges and Accuſations brought in 
againſt them, either by Satan the Accuſer of the 
Brethren on the one hand, or by the Law and Juſtice 
of God, which are daily wrong'd and violated on the 
other hand? Why Chriſt interpoſes for them, he an- 
ſwers all, and invalidates all, he rebukes Satan, Zech. 
3. 2. In the firſt place we find Jeſbuah flanding before 
the Angel of the Lord, and Satan ſtanding at his Right 


Hand to refft (or accuſe) him; and verſe 2. we have 
n « ; 1 W 
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Chriſt ſharply rebuking Satan for his Accuſation : Y 
Lord ſaid wnto Satan, The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan, even 
the Lord that bath choſen Jeruſalem, rebuke thee: And as 


he rebe kes Satan, fo he ſatis fies the Law and Juſtice of 


his Father: Hence he is ſaid ro make Interceſſion for 
them, and that to the overthrowing of all thoſe Coun. 
ter-pleas which Law or Juſtice can put in againſt 
them, Row. 8. 33, 34- Have they ſinned, and do 
they need a new Pardon, need to have Things ſet 
righr and even between God and them afreſh ? This 
alſo Chriſt does for them; If any Man Sin, ws have an 
Advocate with the Father, Chriſt Jeſas the Rightecus, and 
he is the Propitiation for our Sins, 1 John 2. 1, 2. While 
they chrough Weakneſs and Temptation, are ſinning 
on Earth, he out of his Grace and Love 1s pleading 
with the Father for them in Heaven: Thus he minds 
al their Concerns in Heaven for them. 

2. He minds and manages all their Concerns on 
Earth for them: The Saints have their Affairs and 
Concerns on Earth among Men, as well as in Heaven 
with the Father ; and Chriſt their Husband minds and 
tranſacts all theſe likewiſe for them. Indeed he is 
ever mindful of them, and at work for them, wiz. to 
do them good, and to promote their Intereſt: Hence, 
ſays he, the Father worketh hitherto, and 1 work, John 5. 
17. I am always at work for your good. Are they 
wronged and oppreſſed by Enemies? He avenges all 
their Wrongs : Hence he is ſaid ro reprove Kinds for 
their Sakes, Pſal. 105. 14 And elſewhere, to plead 


their Cauſe againſt their Enemies. and the like. Do | 


they need Deliverance and Salvation out of Troubles 
and Diſtreſſes ? He brings Salvation to them, IIa. 63. 9. 
Do they need Conduct and Guidance through their 
Difficulties and Temprations in the Wilderneſs of the 
World? He leads and guides them; He leads Joſeph 
like a Flock, Pſal. 80. i. And elſewhere, 1 will guide 
thee with mine Eye : He carries them through all cheir 
Straits, and all their Difficulties; and even when he 
ſeems moſt to forget them, even then he is ever mind- 


them 


ful of them, and of their Concerns : For he hath graven 
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them upon the palms of his Hands, and their Walls are con- 
tinually before him; and tho' they often ſay, The Lord: 
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hath forſaken me, and my God hath forgotten me; yet he 
never forſakes or forgets them. nor can he; No, a Woe 
man may ſooner forget her ſuckling Child, and not have 
Compaſſion upon the Son of her Womb, than he can forget his 


| People, Iſa. 49. 14, 15, 16. a 


3. He minds and manages all their Concerns for 
them in their own Souls : The Saints have many and 
great Concerns to be minded within them, Concerns 
of great Moment and Importance ; and, were they to 
be minded and managed only by themſelves they 


would make but poor work: O! But Chriſt thein 
Husband minds and manages all theſe like iſe for: 


them; and to be ſure they can't miſcarry in his Hand; 


He gives them his Spirit to work all their Works in 
them, and for them: He obferves what Grace, what 
Strength what Counſel, what Comfort they ſtand in 
need of and by his Spirit miniſters all to them Hence 


He is ſaid to give them Grace and Mercy to help in time of 
need, ſcaſonable ſupplies, Heb. 4 16. and to be both 
the Aut hor and Finiſher of their Faith, Herb. 12. 2. He 
minds and obſerves how the gieat work goes on in 
their Souls, and he takes care for the Proſpering and 


Perfecting of it: O how ſhould this draw us to Chriſt, 


and encourage us to accept of the Offers of his Love? 

VIII He Injoynters them in Eternal Life and Glo- 
ry. Husbands uſe to make J ynters to their Wives; 
they entitule them ro ſuch or ſuch Lands and Inheri- 
tahces : So Chriſt T-joynters all his Spouſes, in no: 
leſs than Eternal Life and Bleſſedneſs: He makes o- 
ver a grear Joynter to them; Glory, a Weighr of 
Glory, an exceeding and Eternal Weight of Glory, 2 Cor. 


3 4.17. An Inheritance in Light, Co) 1. 12. An Inbe- 
4 ritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away, 


1 Pet. 14. A Kingdoth, an Everlaſting Kingdom; ax 
Everlaſting Kingdom prepared for them before the Founda- 
tion of the World, Mat. 25. 34. 4 Crown of Life, Rev. 
2. 10. A Crown of Righteouſneſs, 2 Tim. 4. 8. 4 
Crown of Glory, which never fades, never withers, 1 Pets 

4 5. 4. 5 
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5. 4. The Truth is, he endows them with all his | 
Riches, Treaſures, Dignittes, with all the Privileges | 
of his Houſe. wich all the Purchaſe of his Blood, with | 


all the Bleſſings of his Love, wich all the Treaſures 
of Heaven, with all the Glories of Eternity : Look, 
whatever is in the Promiſe, whatever is in the Cove- _. 


nant, whatever is in the Glorious Counſel of Electi. 
on: Look, whatever the Preſence of God, the Face 
of God, the Boſom of God can afford: Look, what- 
ever the Heart of God could give, the Wiſdom of | 
God contrive, the Power of God produce, or the ren 
Blood of God purchaſe, that, all that dees Chriſt en- wil 
jointer his People in. O Sirs, how ſhould this draw |} wit 
and allure us to Chrift ! Is Heaven and Eternal Life neſ 
worth nothing? Are all the Glories of Eternity of not 
no value? O, who are you, that Chriſt ſhould be tot 
willing to inſtate you into all this? In yourſelves you mo 
are lying in the Lap and Boſom of Hell, Heirs of twe 
Wrath and Condemnation, in Danger every Moment Eſp 
of ſinking into the Infernal Pit: But lo! Chriſt comes cau 
and makes love to you; and if you will accept off} pos 
him. he will entitle you unto Life and Bleſſedneſs, to dra 
ſuch things 4. Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear beard, nor hath litt 
it entred into the Heart of Man to conceive of, 1 Cor, 2. 9. He 
Take him therefore, I beſeech you, into your moſt por 
intimate Embraces. Thus you ſee, in part, what ſpo 
great Things Chriſt does for his Spouſes: Now, will litt 
you accept of him, or will you not? May I not ſay}; neſ 
to you, as Saul ſometimes did to his Servants ? Hear, 1 
wow wi? the Sen of Jeſſe give to every one of 7 Eſp 
Fields, and Vineyards, and make you Captains of Thou Cari 
ſands ? 1 Sam. 22, 75, So, will Six, or the World; ot ho 
the Law, to which you are naturally wedded, do Ma 
ſuch great Things for you as Chriſt will? Will theſe } and 
pay your Debts for gon, ſupply your Wants for you, dai 
heal your Wounds for you, and the like? Will theſe eaſt 
ſecure your Eternal Intereſt for you, and make you ant 
happy in the other World, as Chrift would; Alas! nie. 
they can do none of all this: O cloſe, cloſe therefore not 
with Chriſt who can and will do all. ord 
| CHAE: 


7 renders an Eſpouſal to him very deſirable : But 


Eſpouſal between Himſelf and Sinners: And be» 


ports of his Love to you, and his Willingneſs to e- 


| an Eſpouſal with her: Lo then! Chrifg has greatly de- 
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CHAP, IX. 


Wh#h open a little the Heart of CHRIST, and 
ſhews bow much be is ſet upon an Eſpouſat 


with Sinners. 


URELY Chriſt is the beſt Husband; and none can 
do ſuch greatThings as he for his Spouſes, which 


will he take ſuch as we are into fo near a Relation 
with him? Has he any Mind, any Heart to the Buſt- 
neſs? Any Mind, any Heart; his Heart is ſet upon 
nothing more, than an Eſpouſal with Sinners coming 
to him, and his Soul longs after them: Never did the 
more paſſionate Lover more long for an Eſpouſal be- 
tween him and his Beloved, than Chrift does for an 


cauſe Love is the Loadſtone of Love, and the moſt 
powerful Attractive in order to the more effeQtual 
drawing and alluring your Souls to Chri#, I mall a 
little, and in a few Parciculars, open my Sweet Lord's 
Heart to you in this Buſineſs: And O that the Re- 


ſpouſe you to himſelf, might draw your Hearts out a 
little in Love to him, and work you into a Willing» 
nels to be eſpouſed. 

i, Such is the Heart of Chrif, and fo ſer upon an 
Eſpoufal with Sinners, that he willingly became in- 
carnafe, bled, and died in order hereunto : Arad O 
how ſhould this draw us to him? Should you ſee a 
Man do ſome great AR of Self.denial and Abaſement, 
and withal freely venture his Life in order to his ob- 
taining ſuch or ſuch an one to his Wife, you would 
eaſtly conclude, that his Heart was much ſet upon 


nied and abaſed himſelf, he became incarnate, and 

not only freely ventur'd, but laid down his Life in 

order to an Eſpouſal between himſelf and 3 
| an 
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and how much then muſt his Heart be in the Bu- 
ſineſs ? | | 

1. He became incarnate in order hereunto, Had 
hot Chriſt. been incarnate, we could never poſſibly 
have been t ſpouſed unto him, nor have enjoy'd con- 
jugal Communion with him: But that we might be 
capable of, and arrive unto ſuch an Happineſs, he who 
in himſelf was the eternal Son, freely became incar- 
nate, aſſum'd humane Nature into Union with his 
Divine Perſon : Hence 'tis ſaid, The Word was maat 
Fleſb, John 1. 14. not that there was a Tranſmutation 
of God into Fleſh; but the Word of God. that is, 
God the Son, the Second Perſon in the Trinity, aſ- 
ſumed Fleſh, human Nature into Union with himſelf; 
and ſo near is that Union into which the human Na- 
ture is aſſum d with the Ferſon of the Son of God, as 
that that Nature hath no Subſiſtance but what it has 
in his Divine Perſon: And for that End, among o- 
thers (as a Learned Divine has obſe v'd) tis fo ex- 
preſs'd ; The Word was made Fieſh; namely, to note 
the inflitte Nezrnefſs of thet Union which our Nature 
is taken into wich the Divine Perſon ; it being fo 
near, as that it hath no Subſiſtance of its own, but 
is, as it were whoily melted into the Perſonallity of 
the Son of God. Hence alſo he is fiid 1% partake of 
Fleſh and Blood, to be manifefted in the Fleſh, and the like: 
And O, what an Ad ot Self.denial and Abaſemente | 
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was this! and how great was Chrift's Condeſcenſion | 


£ 


herein ! In Phil 2.6,7. the Apoſtle ſpeaks of ir as the j 1 
greateſt Abaſement he could ſtoop unto: Who (ſays | tf 
he, ſpeaking of Chriſt) being in the Form of God, thougat t! 
it no Robbery to be equal with God; but made himſelf of no WF {: 
Reputation, and took upon him the Form of a Servant, ard 77 
was made in the Likeneſs .of Men. Pray Mark, He was in D 
the Form of God; that is, He was truly and really RF P. 
God, as the Father was; and he thought it no Rob- © 
bery to be equal with God, i e. He had all thoſe Ni 
Divine Excellencies and Perfections in him, which di 
the Father had in him: And (yet ſays he) took n. 


upon him the. Form of a Servant, and was made 80 
| in m 


* 


in the Likeneſs of Men; that is, he became incarnate, 

| he became Man. Well, and what does this argue? 
Even infinite Condeſcenſion; therefore he tells us, 

that herein he became of noReputation,or as the Greek 

is, he emptied himſelf, ro wit, of his Glory; his Glo- 

ry was Veiled and clouded hereby; the Glory of his 


head was not hereby loſt, or laid aſide; no, he was 
as much and truly God after his Incarnation, as he 
was before. He did not ceaſe ro be God by becom- 
ing Man. Bur (as one of the Ancients expreſſes it) 
© he was made that which he was not, and yet 


yet ſo as that he ſtill remain'd to be God: But tho 
his Godhead was not loft, or laid afide hereby, yet 
hereby was the Glory of it veil'd and loſt for a Time, 
and he was content to have it fo: O, how great a 
Condeſcenſion was this? O! for him that was God, 
Cod equal with the Father, to become Man, to co- 


tent for ſo long a Time to loſe the Glory of his Dei- 
ty, which was infinitly dear to him; and all this to 
make way for an Eſpouſal between himſelf and poor 
Sinners: What Self. Abaſement was' this ? And how 
ſhould it encourage Souls to look after an Eſpouſal 
to him! 5 

(..) He not only became incarnate, but alſo free- 
ly bled, and died, in order hereunto: Which is a2 
further Diſcovery of his Heart herein, Beg (ſays 
the Apoſtle) found in Faſhion as a Man he humbled bim- 
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the Croſs, i. e. to the moſt formidable Death, a" 
Death of Pain; a Death of Shame, an accurſed Death, 
Phil. 2. 8. Hence alſo 'tis ſaid, That He gave W 
an Offering and a Sacrißee to God for us, Ephel. 5. 2. Lea, 
not only did he bleed, and ſuffer, and die, but he 
did all freely, and with much Readineſs an Enlarged- 
| neſs of Soul: Hence he is ſaid to have peured out his 
Soul unto Death, Iſa. 53. 1:. He ſeem'd in an holy 
magner prodigal of his Life in the Caſe ; he — 
8 neither 
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Godhead was eclips'd. Tis true, indeed, his God» | 


ver himſelf with the Veil of our Fleſh, and be con- 


ſelf, aud became obedient unto Death, even the Death of © 


— 
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| * remain'd that which he was.” He was mode Man, 
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neither Blood, nor Life nor any Thing too much 
for them. O how much does this argue his Heart 
to be upon the Buſineſs : It ſpake Jacob's Heart to 


be much fer upon Rachel to have her to Wife, that 


he could be content ro undergo ſo much bard Ser- 
vice for her as he did, even Seven Years Service. | 


Jacob ('tis ſaid) ſerved Seven Years for Rachel, yea, 
and they ſeemed to bim but a few Days, for the Love he 


bad to her, Gen. 29. 20. So ſure it argues Chriſts Þ 


Heart to be muck ſet upon an Eſpouſal with Sin- 5 
ners, that he was content not only to ſerve, but 


even bleed, and die for them, in order hereunto. O 
Sirs, behold, and wonder, Chrift comes from Heaven, 
quits his Throne, leaves the Boſom of his Father, 
in which he had, with infinire Delight, lain from 


Eternity ! Behold and wender, the Lord of Life dies, N 


the God of Bleſſing was made à Curſe. The infinitely 


beloved Son treads the Winepreſs of the Father's : 
Wrath, Heaven deſcends into Hell, Glory veils Þ 


and eclipſes itſelf under Shame and Ignominy, the 
Infinite Holy One is made Sin; and all this to re- 
deem, and redeeming eſpouſe poor Sinners to 
himſelf ! And is not his Heart upon the Buſineſs, 
think you? And has he not Love for them? O be 
not faithleſs, but believe. 

3. Such is the Heart of Chriſt, and ſo ſet upon an 
Eſpouſal with Sinners, that he condeſcends ſweetly, 
to woo for them, and ſollicites them for their Love 
and Acceptance of him. Should you ſee a Man with 
all Earneſtneſs and Importunity wooing a Virgin and 
making Love to her, following ker from Day to Day 
with renew'd Offers and Sollicitations, you would 
conclude his Heart was much ſer upon an Eſpouſal 
with her. And is it not thus with the Lord Jeſus to- 
ward poor Sinners? Does he not woo them, and 
make Love to them, and that with all Earneſtneſ: 
and preſſing Importunity, following them with re- 
new'd Offers and Sollicitations from Day to Day: 
Now he meets them in this Ordinance, and there 


he wooes them, and makes Love to them; anon he 


meets 
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meets them in ther Ordinance, and there wooes 
them, and makes Love to them: Now he ſends his 


© Minitters, and by them wooes them, and makes Love 


to them: anon he ſends his Spirit, and by him wooes 
them, and makes Love to thew: Thus he is every 
Way, and upon all Occaſions, wooing them. And in 


# his Wooing of them, how earneſtly does he call and 


invite them to himſelf? Tis not a cold Offer, or a 


flight Motion only that he makes to them, but he 


moves and offers, calls, and invites with all Earneſt. 
neſs and Importunity, Ho, every one that thirfleth, come 


5 ye to the Waters, come ye, yes, come, Iſa. 55.1. And as 


-gain, The Spirit and the Bride ſay, Come. Andlet him 


that is athirſt, Come, Rev 22. 17. 


How vigorouſly does he plead and expoſtulate the 
Buſineſs with them; Chriſt does not only call, and 
invite, but he alſo pleads, and expoſtulates with 
Sinners in the Caſe, and that in the moſt winnin 
Way, and with the moſt weighty Arguments that pol 
ſibly may be, Ho, every one that thirfleth, come unto the 
Waters. Wherefore do you ſpend your Meney for that which 


I your Labour for that which ſatußetb 
noc ? Incline your Ear, and come unto me; hear, and 


your Souls ſhall live, and I wil make with you an ever 


laſting Covenant, even the ſure Mercies of David, Iſa. 55. 


2, 3. And again, Turn ye; turn ye; why will you die, O 
Houſe of Iſrael? Ezek. 33. 11. I have no Pleaſure in 
your Damnation, but had rather that you would 
come unto me and live, Why will you die? Is 
not Life better than Death ? Is not Heaven better 


not the Pleaſures of my Preſence, and at my Right Hand, 
which are for evermore, better than the Pleaſures of Sin, 
which a'e but for 4 Seaſen, aſhort Seaſon ? Why will 


— DD 2 


_— 


| 


than Hell? Is not my Love better than Luſt ? Are 


yen die ? Is there no Balm in Gilead? Is there no PH. 


fician there? Am I not able to ſave you to the ute 
termoſt ? And are not my Arms wide open to re- 


ceive you? Have I not died or that very End, 
that you might live ? Look, here's my Blood, here 
are my Wounds; behold me in the Garden, * 

| = 
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ſee me bleeding there for you: Behold me upon 


the Croſs, and ſee me bleeding, yea, bleeding ro 
Death there for you; and then ſee if you can find in 
your Heart to refuſe me any longer? Ia ſhort, 
would yeu not loſe all your Coſt and all your La. 
bour? Would you enjoy Good, the beſt Good, the 
moſt ſatisfying Good? Have you any mind to 
Life, and would you have your Souls live for ever? 


Have you any mind to my Covenant, and all the 
# -Riches and Treaſures of that, then accept of me and 
my Love, in whom you fhall have all. 
How ſweetly doth he melt, and how tenderly do 
is Bowels yearn towards them, and over them? He 
comes to them, not only with Invitations in hisLips, 


but alſo with Tears in hisEyes, and tender Compaſſion 
in his Heart, ſtrongly working towards them: Now 


he weeps, and then he groans; now he drops a Sigh, 


then a Fear; and all to melt their hard and unbe- 


eving Hearts, to draw and. allure them to himſelf, 
O Feruſalem, Jeruſalem, (ſays he) m often would 1 
have gathered thee? Matth. 23. 37. The Repetition 
of the Name, fhcws the Depth of his Love and Com- 
miſeration towards them. And methinks I ſee how 
the tender Heart of my dear Lord melts, and even 
bleeds over this Unbelieving City, and in them all 
Vnbelieving Sinners, to whom he offers himſelf ; he 
is melted into Tears towards them: So you have it, 
Luke 19 41, 42. in Matthew he groans only, but in | 


Luke he both weeps and groans. Lo then! here is 
Sweet Jeſus Weeping and Groaning : Here's the Joy 
of the whole Earth Weeping and Groaning, and that 
over Feruſalem, a bloody City, a City embroiled in 

the Blood of his Saints, and a City thirſty of his own 
Blood, a City full of Wickedneſs, full of che Con- 
. tempt of his Goſpel, his Grace, his Salvation. 


How freely and openly does he reveal and offer | 


| himſelf to them? The Offer Chriſt makes, is not a 
limitted Offer, but general and extenſive to all; nor 


is it an Offer made upon hard and ſevere Terms; 


but upon Terms of Grece and Love, Look — 
: | | an 


— 
K "WY 
; 
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and be ſaved, all ye Ends of the Earth, Iſa. 45. 22. He, 


| | 
= every one that thirſtet h, come ye to the Waters , and he | 
in hat hath no Money, come ye buy, and eat; yea, come, tuy } 
rt, Vine and Milk without Money, and without Price, Ia. 55, 

2. 1. Come unto me, a ye that are weary and heavy la- 


he den and I will give you Reft, Matth. 11. 28, Whoes 
wer is athirſt, let him come unto me and drink, John 7.37. 
Behold, I ſtand at the Door and knock : If any Man wif 
he bear my Voice, and open the Door, I will come in, Rev. 
ad 3. 20. And again, Whoever will, let him come and take 
8 of the Water of Life freely, Rev. 22. 179. Mark, all, 
lo I every one, whoever will, though never ſo vile and 
Je BY ſinful, never ſo black and deform'd, though he has 
ps, been never ſo deſperate an N to me and my Glo- 
ry. Surely, Surely, were not his Heart much in 
the Buſineſs, he would not thus freely, and unli- 
h, mittedly offer himſelf. 7 
a How affe&ionately does he beſeech and intreat 
them? The tender trembling Child cannot more af 
Ifecdionately intreat and beſeech his offended Father 
on to ſpare him and be reconcil'd unto him, than Chriſt 
n. does intreat and beſeech offending Sinners to be e- 
ſpouſed to him, and made happy by him, for ever: 
en Now then we are Embaſſadors for Chriſt, (ſays the Apo- 
zl ſtle) as though God did beſeech you by u: we pray you 
in Chriſt's Stead, be ye reconciled to God, 2 Cor. 5. 20. 
Pray mark, here is Praying and Beſeeching, the Lord 
in Hof Glory, as it were, upon his Knees, to poor Sin- 
is Nners, begging them to accept of him and his Love: 
oy e pray you in Chriſt's Stead; z. e. tis not we, but 
t [Chriſt by us, that prays and beſceches you: O what 
in Conde ſcenſion is this! Once more; 

n How ſweetly does he draw and allure them? Draw 
n. ne, (ſays the Spouſe) and we will run after thee, Cant. 
1.4. And indeed, he does draw and allure Souls, 
bi and that with admirable Sweetneſs; I drew them with 
cord of Love, with the Bands of a Man, (favs he) 
1 Hoſ. 11. 4. Now he ſets his Beauty, Riches and Glo. 
Or Fry before them, thereby to draw and allure them; 
anon he drops a little 1 8 upon the Handle 

| the 


* 


The Lock ; he gives them ſome little Taſte and Feel. 


7 


them; he tells them, how much his Heart is upon 


them, what great Things he has done and ſuffer'd for. 

them; and how that he has no Deſign upon them, but 
to make them happy for ever: Anon he lets them ſee 
how infinitely happy a Marriage-Union and Commu. 
nion with him would make them; he lets in ſomef 

ſmall Glimpſes of Heaven and Glory upon them; he 
opens the Treaſures of his Covenant and Kingdom to 

them : And all this to draw and allure them to him. 
ſelf. And over and above all this, he ever and anon 
comes, and as it were, taks the Soul aſide, and by the: 
MNill Voice of his Spirit, makes Love to him: Come, 


poor Soul, ſays he, look upon thy bleeding, dying 


Saviour; come, ſee what I have done, and what I 
have prepar'd for thee, ſee what Treaſures of Life 
and Love, of Grace and Glory there are in me: Look 
here is my Love, taſte and ſee if it be not better char 
ine; here is my Boſom, make thy Bed in it, and ſce 
if it be not a warm Boſom. Come Soul, thou haſt no 
Love for me, yet I have Love for thee, and would 
fain have thee happy forever. Why therefore ſhould 
thou ſtand at ſuch a Diſtance from me? Thus he 
ſweetly wooes and ſollicites them for their Love and 
Acceptance of him. Now, Soul, does he thus woo 
thee, and wilt thou refuſe him? If fo, know that 
the Time of Love will not always laſt: Yea, and the 
Time will come, when tho' :heu caleft and crieſt, 10. 


he will not hear: Let mt therefore ſay to thee, as Pay! 
to his Cerinthians, Receive not the Grace of God in vain : 
for behold, now is the accepted Time, now is the Day if 


Salvation. 
3. Such is the Heart of Chriß, and ſo ſet upon an 


Eſpouſal with Sinners, that he not only thus wooesÞ 


them, but alſo waits long upon them, often renews 
the Offer of his Love to them, and puts up many 


horrid Affronts and Provocations at their Hands, if 


at laſt he may prevail with them, Suppoſe a Man 
ſhould 


Ing of his Grace and Love, thereby to draw and al. 
ure them: Now he ſweetly inſinuates his Love ro 
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ſhould not only make Love to a Perſon, but he ſhould 


M$ alſo wait long upon her in the Tenders of his Love; 


and that tho' he meer with many Affronts and Un- 


kindneſſes from her, this you would ſay, would ar- 


gue his Heart to be much ſet upon her: And is it 


not thus with Chriff towards poor Sinners? O how 
long does he wait upon them? how often does ho 
rene the Offers of his Love to them? And what Af. 
© fronts, Indignities, and Unkindneſſes does he bear 
E wich at their Hands? Behold, I ſtand at the Door and 
ST ink, ſays he, Rev. 3. 10. Standing, is a waiting, 
Z Poſture : Chriſt does not give a Call, or a Knock at the 
Door of the Sinner's Heart, and away ; No, he ſtands 
T knocking, he gives Call after Call, Knock after Knock, 
being ever ready to enter, if the Soul will at all 
open to him. So again, Al the Day long have I flretch= 
ed forth my Hands to a diſebedient and gainſaying People; 
people that proveketh me to Anger continually to my 
Face, Iſa. 65. 2, 3. Rom. 10. 21. All the Day long, 


Chriſt waits Day after Day, and Week after Week, 


ind Month after Month, Year after Year upon Sin- 
ners, yea, many Aﬀeonts and Indignities does he put 
up, and paſs by for them! A the Day long have 1 
8 fretched forth my Hands, open'd the Arms and Boſom 
of my Love, and that to 4 gainſaying and _ rebellious 
People, an oppoſing, refuſing, reſiſting People, a People 
if that provoked me to my Face continually every Day; a 
people that are daily loading me with their Sins and 
Provocations; a People that will not let me go ons. 
4% Day without affconting me, and that to my Face; a 


People that are every Day daring me to damn mem: 
O what Patience is this? So Matth 33. 37. O Jecuſas 
lem, Jeruſalem, how often would I have gathered thee, 
and thou wouldeff not? How often? Not once, or twice 

or ten times, but very often: It notes that he waited 


long upon them, and ſtrove long with them, and that 


after many and often repeated Aﬀeonts and Refuſals 
on their Part, he ſtill tendred Himfelf and his Love 


to them: And thus he deals by Sinners ftill, he ten- 


ders Himſelf and his Love to them, but they will 
2 have 
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have none of him: He renews his Offers, and they 
renew their Refuſals: They ſpurn at his Love, yet 
he makes Love ſtill ; he tells them what great Prepa. 
rations he has made, and how all Things are ready, 
and how welcome they ſhall be to the Marriage-Feaſt, 
but they make Light of all, preferring a worldly Inte. 
reſt before him and it, Matth. 22. beg. Well, howe. 
ver he leaves them not, but ſends again, and call; 


again, Notwithſtanding all. They do in effect rellff 


him, they defire.neither him nor his Grace, that they 


had rather enjoy their Luſts, than his Love: They 
abuſe his Grace, they deſpiſe his Corrections, they 
flight his Calls, they reſiſt his Spirit: O what Af. 


fronts are theſe! And after all this, it may be, he re. 
news his Suit, laying himſelf and his Love at their 


Feet, if yet he may win them to him, O how much? 
muſt his Heart be upon an Eſpouſal with them! Soul 
let it melt thee into Love te him. O who would 
withſtand ſuch a Lord, ſuch a Lover! What? Woo ff 


and wait ſo long too, put up ſuch, and ſo many Af. 
fronts, and ſtill make Love? Was ever Love like 
this, and Patience like this ? | | 

4. Such is the Heart of Chriſt, and ſo ſet upon an 


Eſpouſal with Sinners; as that he has laid himſelff 
under Bonds to receive them, and accept of them in 


Caſe they are willing to be Eſpouſed to him : and 


what greater diſcovery of his Heart than this? Should 


- a Young Man lay himſelf under Bonds to Marry ſuch 


or ſuch a Woman, tho' as yet ſhe hated him, andF 


were utterly averſe from him; you would ſurely con- 


clude that his Heart was much fer upon a Match with | 


her: And truly this is no more than Chriſt the Lord 
of Glory hath done: He is become bound to Marry 


poor Sinners to himſelf, yea, tho' at preſent they i 


ate him, and are altogether averſe from him; yet in 


Caſe they ſhall at laſt be willing to cloſe with him, 


he is become bound to receive them. He is become 
bound, both to the Father, and to them. | 


1. He is bound to the Father to receive Sinners, 


and eſpouſe them to himſelf, in Caſe they — to 
OS : im: 


4 
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bim: So much is held forth in John 6. 27. Labou” 
uot for the Meat that periſbeth, but for that which endures 
unto Everlafting Life, which the Son of Man ſhall (Mark) 
give unto you; for him hath God the Father Sealed; that 
is, God the Father hath Ordain-d and appointed 
Chriſt ; he has laid a Law upon him to give Eternal 
Life, and therefore himſelf to Sinners coming to him; 
and we mav therefore reſt aſſured that he will do it : 
Vea, Chrift looks upon himſelf as under a Law from 
the Father to do it, and therefore ſays, Thy Law is 
8 within my Heart, Pſal. 40. 8. What Law? Why, the 
Law of his Mediatorſhip, which commands him, as 


f. to die for Sinners, ſo to accept of Sinners when they 
come unto him: And ſurely he that fo freely fulfilled 


it in the one, will nor de diſobedient to it in the o- 
ther. In a Word, in that Covenant (by Divines cal. 
led the Covenant of Redemption) which paſt between 
the Father and Jeſus Chrift from Eternity, concerning 
the Salvation of Sinners, Chriſt became bound to the 
Father to receive all that ſhould come to him, and he 
will be faithful. 

2. He is bound to Sinners themſelves in the caſe : 
| He has inneed given them his Bond; he has given 
them his Promiſe, which is his Bond, and a ſtrong 
one too, an invincible Obligation, and the Soul may 
look on it as ſuch: But where is his Promiſe ? truly 
the whole Goſpel is but as it were one general Pro- 
miſe made by him to this purpoſe : But take one for 
all the reſt, John 6. 36. All that the Father giveth me, 
Pall come unts me; and him that cometh unta me, I will 
in no wiſe caſt out, i. e I will moſt aſſuredly receive 
him, and beſtow myſelf and Eternal Life upon him. 
And how often has he renewed this Bond of his? 
ea, and that it might be Firm and Valid to oue 
Faith, as well as in itſelf, he hath thereunto added 
his Ses], and that ſuch a Szal as renders it altogether 
unqueſtionable ; for 'tis the Seal of his own Blood : 
Hence the Goſpel is called rhe New Tefament in his 
Blood. that is, ſeal'd and ratified in his Blood, Luke 2. 
20. And his Blood is called :he Blood of the Covenant; 

| E 3 _ becauſe 
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with that Blood, Heb. 9. latter end. Yea, more yet; 
if his Promiſe and his Seal be not enough. they ſhall 
have more, for to both theſe he has added his Oath 
for their further ſecurity in the Caſe, Verily, werily, 
(ſays he) he that believeth on me hath Everlaſting Life: 
And ſhall not come into Condemnation ; and again, Verih, 
werily, the hour cometh, and now is, when the Dead ſhall 
hear the Voice of the Son of God, and they that hear ſhal 


they would turn and Live, Ezek. 33. 11. and Ferily, we 
rily, is the form of Chriff's Oath in the New. Teſts 
ment, and he there (you ſee) Swears that Souls ſhall 
live coming to him. O happy we (as one of the Anci- 
ent cries out) for whoſe ſakes God doth Swear; but O une 
belicving we, if we ado nos believe him Swearing. T hus 
Chriſt. hath given us his Bond, his Promiſe, and that 
ſealed with his Blood, and to all added his Oath for 
the further encouragement of our Faith ; and whar 
Can we deſire more? If you had a Man's promiſe to 
you for the performance of this or that, you think you 
are well, you judging him to be both able and faith- 


then you look upon yourſelves ſecure of the Buſineſs 


and you dare not queſtion it: why lo! Chrift has gi- 


embrace and accept them coming to him; and 0 
how firm may their Faith ſtand upon all this? And 
what horrid Wickedneſs muſt it be ſo much as once 
to queſtion it? True, neither his Seal, nor his Oath, 
adds any thing to the truth and certainty of the Pro- 
miſe in itſelß; but to our Senſe and Apprehenſion it 
does; and meerly out of Indulgence to us and our 
Weakneſs, is the one and the other added; fo the A- 
poſtle tells us, Heb. 6. 17, 18. God willing more abur- 
dantly to ſhew unto the Heirs of Promiſe, the immutability 

| BE ig 


becauſe the Covenant and Promiſes thereof are ſeatciif 
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Live, John 5. 24. 25. As I live, was the form off 
God's Oath in the Old Teſtament, and he there ſwears 
be hath no Pleaſure in the Death finners, but had rather 


ful; but if you have his Seal added to his Promiſe, 


indeed; but if to both theſe you have his Oath ad- 
ded, then you look on the Buſineſs paſt all Doubt, 


ven poor Sinners all this to aſſure them that he will] 


| added; but 'twas to confirm and encourage our Faith. 


argue his Heart to be in the Buſineſs? O let none 
ever ſay, Will Chrif accept and receive me coming to 
him? For indeed. Bonds bind him fo to do. 


| Covenant with him : O what Encouragement is this ! 


cept of him; this would argue his Heart to be much 
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of his Counſel, confirmed it by an Oath: That by two ine» 
mutable Things, wherein it was impoſſible for God to lie, we: 
might have ſtrong Conſolation, who have fled for Refuge to 
lay hold on the Hope ſet before us. Mark, 'twas nor to 
confirm, or add any Thing to the Truth and Certain- 
ty of God's Counſel or Covenant, that his Oath was 


Thus you ſee Chriſt is under Bonds to receive and ac- 
cept of Sinners, if they come to him, and are willing 
of an Eſpouſal with him : And how much does this- 


The 
Truth is, we are he under no Bonds, we need not que- 
ſtion it; for his Bowels would conſtrain him; and 
had he no Bowels, we need not doubt it, for Bonds 
would bind him to it. Chrift muſt deny his Word; 
Promiſe, Seal, Oath and all, if he refuſe any Soul chat 
indeed come to him, and deſires to cloſe in aMarriage- 


5. Such is the Heart of Chrif, and ſo ſet upon am» 
Eſpouſal with Sinners, that he has given them a 
full and unqueſtionable Aſſurance, that nothing 
(whatever) ſhall ſtand between him and them, nos 
prejudice their Acceptance with him, in Caſe they bg 
willing to be eſpouſed unto him: Should a Man noc 
only make love to a Perſon, wait long upon her in the 
Tenders thereof, and the like, but alſo give a full 
Aſſurance that nothing ſhall ftand between him and 
her to hinder the Match, in Caſe ſhe be willing to ac- 


upon her indeed: Now, this alſo Chrift hath done, he 
_ _ Sinners a full * firm Aſſurance that no- 
thing ſha hiufig their Acceptance with him, nor 
hinder the Match-bEtween him and their Souls, in 
Caſe they be willing to it: And is not his Heart then 
much upon the Buſineſs: This is no other than what 
he himſelf declares; Job. 6. 37. And certainly he doth 
not delude Souls with vain Words; Him that cometh 


unto we, (Gays he) i. . He that belicveth on me, he 
E 4 that 
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In no Wiſe, or by no Means, upon no Accounts what- 
ſoever: Nothing ſhall obſtruct his Acceptance with 
me ; but I will ceceive him with a Notwithſtanding, 
notwithſtanding all his Vileneſs, all his Unworthi. 
neſs, all his Unkindnefs, all his Unſuitableneſs ; not- 
withftanding all that either Men, or Devils, Law, or 
Conſcience can charge upon him; yea, or that Unbe. 
lief itſelf can pretend or alledge; be it what it will, 
notwithſtanding all, I'Il receive him into the Boſom 
of my Love. Chriſt's Language to poor Sinners, in 
this Promiſe of his, and many more of like import, 
is ſuch as this: Come, poor Souls, be not afraid of 
me, whatever your Condition be, and however Things 
fad, and are ſtated with you, yet if you have a mind 
to me, and an Eſpouſal with me, aſſure yourſelves 
that nothing ſhall obſtruct your Acceptance with me, 
nothing ſhall ſhut up my boſom againſt you; but 7 
wil betroth you to myſelf for ever. O what Encourzge- 
ment, is here? Come to Chriſt, and cloſe with Chrif 
in a Marriage-Covenant ; whe would not do that, may 
ſome fay ? But alas, there are aThouſand Things that 
will hinder the Match ; and ſtand between him and me, 
Should T go to him! Poor Soul! This is apparently 
the Plea and Language of Unbelief, and let it be ſi- 
lenc'd for ever, Chriſi having (as thou ſeeſt) fully aſ- 
ſured us of the contrary. But beſides, what is it that 
thou feareſt, (or that any Soul can fear) will ſtand be- 
tween Chriſt and thee, to hinder an Eſpouſal with 
Him? Bring forth thy ſtrong Pleas, and fee if they 
will bear any Weight in the SanQtuary-ballance. 
1. Is it outward Meanneſs and Baſeneſs ? Poſſibly 
thou art low and mean, and baſe in the World ; thou 
art a poor forlorn deſpicable Creature; and this thou 
thinkeſt will ſtand between Chrift and thee; ſurely 
(fy ſt thov) Chrift will never take ſuch a contemptible 
Worm as I am, into ſuch a Relation with himſelf: 
But Sinner, this ſhall not hinder the leaſt, for Christ 
is no Reſpecter of Perſons; High and Low, Rich and 


Poor, Bond and Free, are all one in Chriſt, and to que for 
8 p | | Al. 


that is willing to be mine, im I will in no wiſe caſt out: 
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Gal. 3. 28. Yea, does not the World tell us, That be 
chooſes the Poor of this World, Heirs of the Kingdom, and 
vieh in Faith, James 2. 5, And again, ye ſee your Cal 
ling, Brethren (ſays the Apoſtle) how that not 'many 


wiſe Men after the Fleſh, not many mighty, not many noble 
are called, but God chooſes fooliſh, and weak, and baſe ones, 


| x Cor. 1. 26, 27, 28. As Greatneſs is no Furtherance, 


ſo Meanneſs and Baſenefs is no Hindrance in this Caſe. 
Men indeed mind Honour and Greatneſs, they will 
have ſuch as are ſuitable to themſclves: But ' tis other- 
wide with Chriſt: Poor Sinner tho? thou beeſt never fo 


| low and mean, and baſe in the World: Tho' thou 


ſhould be cloathed with Rags ; yet if thou haſt a mind 
to Chriſt, he will accept thee, and marry thee to him- 
felf ; yea, and thy Soul will be as dear to him and 
as Precious in his Sight, as the Soul of the greateſt 

Prince or Monarch in the World. 

2. Is it inward Blackneſs and Deformity ? Perhaps, 
Sinner, if thou art not outwardly mean and baſe, yet 
thou ſceſt thyſelf inwardly black and de formed; thou 
lieſt in thy Blood and Gore, wallowing in thy Sin and 
Filth; neither is there any Worth and Beauty in thee, 
for which Chrift ſhould deſire thee; and there fore, 
ſayeſt thou, ſurely Chrift will have nothing to do with 
me, nor ſo much as caſt an Eye or look of Love upon 
me: But Soul, this ſhall not ſtand between Chrift and 
thee neither ; but if thou haſt a mind to him, he will 
marry thee to himſelf notwithſtanding : For indeed 
Chriſt marries not any for their Beauty but thoſe whom 
he marries, he marries to make thembezauriful: He mar- 
ries them not for any worth of theirs; but to put a 
Worth upon them, and indeed there are none that he 
eſpouſes to himſelf, but he finds them black and de- 
form'd, in their Blood andGore, as well as thee, and fo 
they are till he puts his Beauty upon them How ſweer 
is that Word, Ezek. 16. 6, 7, 8. When [paſſed by thee, and 
Jaw t hee polluted in thy Blood, i. e. in thy Sin and Filth, 
1 ſaid wnto thee, Live; I ſaid unte thee, when thou waſt in 
thy Blood, Live ; yea, when thou waſt in thy Blood, Live, 


Mark, Three Times he mentions it, in thy Bled, in thy 


Blood, in thy Blood, to note _ depth of that Defilement we 
25 are 
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are all under. Well, and what then? Will chi 
have any thing to do with ſuch ? Yes, he makes love 


to them : Behold, thy Time was the Time of Love: 


marries them to himſelf in an Everlaſting Covenant, 
1 ſpread my Skirt over thee (ſays he) and covered thy 
Nakeaneſs ; yea I ſwear unto thee, and entred into Cove. 


nant with thee, and thou becameſt mine: Yea, not 
ſo, but he puts a Beauty ; yea, his own Beauty 


He 


only 
and 


Comelineſs upen them; Thou art come to Excellent Or- 
naments, and art comely through my Comelineſs which 1 
have put uon thee, as Verſe 14. Soul, be not df. 


couraged, Chrift will turn Blackneſs in Beauty, 
not caſt thee off becauſe of it. | 


and 


3- Is it the Greatneſs and Hainouſneſs of thy Sin 
and Guilt? O my Sins, my Sins (ſays the poor 2 
they Þ 
are many and great in themſelves, and they are cloath. | 
ed with many and great Aggravations. Few in the 


they are exceeding many, and exceeding great; 


World ever ſinned at that Rate that I have d 


one; 


therefore I fear that Chrift will never own me ſo, as 
to take me into ſuch a Relation with himſelf: Wel, 


be it ſo; yet know, that this ſhall not ſtand between 


A 


Chriſt and thee, if thou art willing to be eſpouſed ? 


to him: He has promis'd to pardon great Sins, and 
to accept, notwithſtsnding great Sins; in Cafe the 
Soul be but willing: Come now (ſays he) and let w © 

they : 


Fe. 
or 
1 
2 5 
* 
* 5 
PP 
* 
* * 
7 
2 


Reaſon together; though your Sins are as Scarlet, 
ſhall be white as Snow; though they are red like Cri 


mſon, 


they ſhall be as Wool, Ia. 1. 18. Tho your Sins are as 
Scarlet, and as Crimſon, i. e. Tho' they are great, 
foul, enormous Sins; Sins of a hainous and crying 
Nature, and cleathed with the greateſt Aggravations, 
vet they ſhail be white as Snow and Wool, i. e. They 


ſhall be fully done away and pardoned, ſo fully 


done 


away and pardoned, as if they had never been ſo. 
Again, Iſa. 43. 24, 25. in the 24th Ver. He ſpeaks to 
ſome who had made him to ſerve with their Sins, and 


wearied him with their Iniquities: Theſe ſurely 


were 


great Sinners, and their Sins of a hainous crying Na- 
ture; and yet at the 25th Ver. what a full Promiſe 


of Pardon does he make to them? J, even 1 4 


m be 
that 


q 
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that blotteth out thy Tranſgreſſions for my own Sake, and 
will not remember thy Sins. Poor Soul, what ſhall [ 
ſay ? Haſt thou abundantly ſinn'd? Haft thou multi- 
ply'd Sins? He has promiſed abundantly to Pardon, ani 
ts multiply Pardons, Iſa. 55.7. Art thou guilty of 
all manner of Sins? And to thy other Sins haſt thou 


' added Blaſphemy ? He has promiſed, that all manner 


of Sin and Blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven, except that again 
the Holy Ghoſt , { which thy complaining of the Great- 
neſs of thy Sinus argues thou art not guilty of) Matth. 
12. 31. O Soul, be not difcourag'd becaufe of the 
Greatneſs of thy Sins: Chrift marries Souls, not be- 
cauſe they are not Sinners, great Sinners, but he 
marries them to take away their Sins, and to diſcharge 
them from them for ever: And the greater thy Sins 
are, the greater will be the Glory of Chriſt Grace 
(which is what he aims at) in receiving of thee into 
ſo near and glorious a Relation with himſelf as this 
is: Beſides, what wilt thou do with thy great Sins, 
unleſs thou goeſt with them to Chriſt? Great Sins 
argue a great need for Chriſt and call for great haſte 
ning unto Chriſt. 

4 Is it any former NegleQs or Refuſals of thine ? 
Poffibly not only are thy Sins many and great, but 
there is this added to all the reſt, long and frequent 


| Refuſals of Chrift and his Love: He has often called, 


but thou haſt given him no Anſwer; he has long 
wooed thee, but thou haſt not complied with him: 
O the many ſweet Calls, gractous Offers, loving 
Tenders which he has made to thee, and thou haſt de- 
ſpiſed! And this makes thee fear, that he will now 
have nothing to do with thee. And truly Soul, this 
is fad, very ſad; hereby Chriſt has loſt much Glory, 
which thou mighteſt have brought him; hereby thou 
haſt loſt much ſweet Communion, which thou might- 
eſt have enjoy'd ; hereby Chriſt's Heart has been much 
griev'd, which might have been prevented; and hereby 
the Work is made much more difficult than at firſt it 
was, thy Heart being grown more hard, and Corrup- 
tions more ſtrong. Thus 'cis every way very ſad, 
that chou haſt thus ne glected and refuſed Chriſt; But 
. yer 
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yet neither ſhall this ſtand between him and thee, in 
Caſe thou art willing to be efpouſed to him: For 
this, ſee Prov. 1. 20, 21, 22, 23. Wiſdom crieth without, 
ſbe uttereth her Voice in the Streets; ſhe cricth in the chief 
Place of Concourſe, in the Openings of the Eates in the City 
ſhe uttereth her Words: Saying, How long ye ſimple Ones 
will ye love Simplicity ; and the Scorners delight in their 
Scorning and Fools hate Knowledge? Turn you at my Re- 
proof : Behold, I will pour out my Syirit unto you, 1 will 
make known my Words unto you. Pray obſerve, Chriſt 
hath offered himſelf, and his Love to them, but they 


had refus'd him and it; yea, they had refuſed Jong, j 


and refuſed with much Contempt: How long ye ſimple 
Ones will ye love Simplicity? &c. They ſcorn'd the 
Offers of Chriſt, and his Love; and yet here he re- 
news thoſe Offers to them, wherein he tells them, 
that none of all their Refuſals ſhould prejudice their 
Acceptance with him, in Caſe they are willing to be 
his: Turn ye at my Reproof ; Behold, I will pour out my Spi- 
rit, &c. And Soul, do not the moſt refuſe long, and 
ſtand it out long againſt the Offers of Chriſt and his 
Grace, e're they cloſe with him, who yet are receiv'd 
and embraced by him? Be not therefore diſcouraged, 
poor Soul, becauſe of thy former Negle&s and Refu- 
ſals of Chriſt, but throw thyſelf into che Arms of his 
Love, which thou wilt certainly find wide open to 
receive and embrace thee. 
F. Is it any revolting or backſliding of thine from 
him? Poſſibly thou haſt ſometimes been on thy way 
towards Chriſt, thou haſt had ſome Workings, fome 


good Reſolutions and Affections within thee for him: 


Ay, and thou haſt made ſome Profeſſion of him ; thou 
haſt ſometimes been even upon the turning Point, the 
Point of clofing with Chriſt ; and the Match has been 
near made up between him and thee : And yet after 
all this, thou haſt revolted and backſlidden from him, 


Playing the Harlot with many Lovers, which makes thee . 


fear that he will now reje& thee, ſhouldſt thou go to 
him And the Truth is, this alfo is very fad; for 
hereby Chriſt has been eminently difhonour'd, and 


not 


thy Soul has been eminently endangered: But yet be 
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not diſcourag'd, for this ſhall not ſtand between Chriſt 
and thee, if yer thou art but willing to be eſpouſed 
to him: Chriſt offers himfelf and his Grace, ſuch as 
theſe; he promiſes to heal Backſlidings ; Jer. 3. 1. The 


thou haſt played the Harlot with many Lovers, yet return 
unto me, ſaith the Lord. And v. 12. Return thou backs 


E /liding Iſrael, and I will not cauſe mine Anger to fall upon 
you, for I am merciful. So Hoſ. 2. 19. J will betreth thee 


unto me for ever ; yea, Iwill bet roth thee unto me. Thee; 
Who ? Why as a revolcing and backſliding People as 
ever were in the World; fo you will find in the be- 
ginning of the Chaprer. There is hope then (you 
ſee) for Revolters and Backſliders ; therefore be not 
diſcourag'd, but go to him, and he will not caſt thee 
our. Well, Soul, here's Encouragement enough for 
thee, notwithſtanding all thy Vilene ſs, Sinfulneſs, and 
Unworthineſs: And to add to thy Encouragement 
yet, know, Chriſt has received Multitudes that were 
every way as Vile, ſinful and unworthy as thou art. 
What doſt thou think of Manafſeh, who was a Sorce- 
rer and an Idolater? What doſt thou think of Paul, 
who was a Perſecuror and a Blaſphemer ? What doſt 
thou think of Mary Magdalen, who had ſeven Devils 
in her? What doſt thou think of Rahab, who was an 
Harlot? What doſt thou think of Multitudes of thoſe 
who crucified Chriſt, but afterwards believ'd ? Theſe 
were all great Sinners, and yet Chrift received them 
into the Arms of his Love. What doſt thou think 
of the black Liſt and Catalogue of Sinners among the 
Corinthians, mention'd Cor. 6. 9, and 10. who were 
Drunkard , Thieves, Murderers, Adult erers, Idolaters, A. 
buſers of themſelves with Mankind, and the like? What 
doſt thou think of them, Tit. 3.3 who were Woliſb, 
Diſubedient, living in Envy, hateful, and hating one ano- 
ther, ſerving divers Lufts and Pleaſure; ? Surely theſe 
are as Vile, as ſinful, as worthlefs as thou art, and had 
as much to ſtand between Chriſt and them; and yer 
they found Grace in Chriſt's Sight, upon their look» 
ing to him. Indeed there is never a Soul now in 


Heaven, but was by Nature every way as vile, _ 


4 
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and unworthy of Chriſt, as thou: They lay under the 
fame Pollution, they wallow'd in the ſame Blood, they 
were fill'd with the ſame Spirit of Oppoſition againſt 
God and his Ways, that thou doſt and art; yea, and 
Multitudes of them were as vile and finful by pra- 
ice alſo, as thou; they acted out the Sin and Enmity 
of their Natures as highly againſt God and Chriſt, as 
thou haſt done; and yet theſe Chriſt received, elſe 
they had not been in Heaven. In a word, Heaven 
(as one obſerves) is an Houſe full of the Miracles of 
Chriſt's free Grace: There's idolatrous Manaſſeh among 
the true Worſhippers of God: There's oppreſſing 
Zacheus among the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect: 
There's blaſphemous Paul among the Hoſt of Angels, 
lauding, praiſing, and ſinging Hallelujabs to God and 
the Lamb: And there's Mary Magdelen, that had ſeven 
Devils, among the Saints of the moſt High, who are 
fill'd even to overflowing with the ſeven Spirits of 
God. O! who will then be diſcourag'd ? Yea, Soul, 
all thy Vileneſs, Sinfulneſs, and Unworthineſs, does 
bur, as it were, qualify thee for Chriſt and his: free 
Grace. My ſinful Wants and Unworthineſs (ſays Ra 
t herford) have qualified me for Chriſt and his Grace. 
Caſt thyſelf therefore fully upon him notwithſtanding 
all, not doubtipg thine Acceptance with him. 

6. Such is he Heart of Chriſt, and ſo ſer upon Eſ- 
pouſal with Sinners, ,as that he delights: and rejoyces 
in nothing more hardly, than in the Nuptials between 
him and them: And O, how ſhould this draw and 
allure us to him! Should you ſee a young Man re. 
joicing in the Senſe of an Eſpouſal between himſelf 
and ſuch, or ſuch an one whom he lov'd, you might 
well conclude, that his Heart was much upon her: 
And is it not thus here? Chriſ rejoices in the Sight 
and Senſe of an Eſpouſal between himſelf and Sinners; 
and how much does this argue his Heart to be in the 

Buſineſs? This I will give you in three Propoſitions. 
I. This is what he rejoiced and delighted himſelf in 
the Thoughts of from all Eternity. Thus much he 
himſelf tells us Prov. 8: 30, 31. Then, namely, —_ 

| | | ver- 
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Everlaſting, was I by him, as one brought np with him: 
And I was daily hu delight, rejoycing always before him: 
Rejoycing in the habitable Parts of the Earth, and m 
Delights were with the Sons of Men. Theſe are Chriſt's. 
Words, and in them he tells you where he was, and 
what he had been doing from Eternity; he was with 
the Father, and rejoiced before him : But what did 
he rejoice in? Truly, next to the Father and himſelf 
hisRejoicing was in the habitable Parts of the Earth, 
and his Delights were with the Sons of Men. He 
delighted himſelf in the Thoughts of ſaving poor 
Sinners, and eſpouſing them unto himſelf in order 
thereunto. O how much does this argue his Heart 
to be in the Buſineſs? 

2 As he thus delighted and rejoic'd in the Thoughts 
of it beforehand ; ſo when at any Time a poor Soul 
is actually eſpouſed to him, then he rejoices afreſh, 
and is del'ghted afreſh. Hence the Day of Eſpouſals 
is called the Day of the Gladneſs of his Heart, Cant. 3.11. 
The Day of Eſpouſals between Chriſt and a poor Sin- 
ner, is a Day of Gladneſs ard Rejoicing to the Fa- 
ther, a Day of Gladneſs and Rejoicing to the Bleſſed 
Spirit, a Day of Gladneſs and Rejoicing to the Holy 
Angels, and Spirits of juſt Men made perfect; For 
there is Joy in Heaven, at this, Luke 15. 7. Burt tis eſpe- 
cially a Day of Gladneſs and Rejoicing to Chriſt the 
Bridegroom. O ro ſee poor Sinners come in and give 
up themſelves to him in Marriage-Covenant ; this is 
the Joy, the Reſt, the Satisfaction of his Soul: Hence 
"tis ſaid, He ſhall ſee the Travel of his Soul, and be ſatified, 
Iſa. 53. 11. Tis a great Grief and Trouble to Chriſt, 
that which wounds his very Soul, when having woo- 
ed poor Sinners, and Time after Time made love ro 
them ; they notwithſtanding are ſhy of him, and will 
not cloſe with him in a Marriage-Covenant: Hence 


he complains as he does, John 5. 41. Nu will not come 


1% me that you might have Life: And Matth. 23. 37. 0 
Jerufalem, Jeruſalem, how often would I have gathered 
thee, and thou wouldef nat? He ſpeaks complainingly, 
and as one griey'd at Heart at their NegleQs of him; 
Jes, 


. A ly 
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yea, this was that which made him weep, 25 he did 


over Jeruſalem, Luke 19. 41, 42. Behold che Joy of 
the whole Earth weeping! And why? Becauſe of 
their Refuſals of him and his Grace, and the woful 
Deſtru&ion that for theſe Refuſals were coming upon 
them. Indeed; this is what refle&s great Diſhonour 
upon his Name, pours great Contempt upon his 


Grace, and is dire&ly contrary to the whole Deſign 


of his Undertaking, as Mediator, and fo cannot but 
be grievous to him: So on the contrary, when Souls 
come freely in, and give up themſelves in a Marriages 
Relation to him, this glads and rejoices his Heart : 
O how ſhould this draw Souls co him! Sinner, why 
may not this Day be made the Day of the Gladneſs 
of Chriſt's Heart, by being a Day of Eſpouſals be- 
eween him and thee? He has ſeen many a Day of 
grief of Heart, and trouble of Heart, becauſe of thy 
ſtanding out againſt him, and refuſing the Offers of 


his Love: O now Jet him ſee one Day of Joy of 


Hearr, and Gladneſs of Heart, by thy cloſing up 


with him in a Marriage-Covenant. 
3. As Chriſt delights and rejoices when Souls are 


eſpouſed to him ; ſo being eſpouſed to him, he de- 


Tights and rejoices in this Eſpouſal for ever : Men 


marry ſuch or ſuch, and they rejoice therein at pre- 
ſent, but their Joy does not laſt. *Tis otherwiſe with 
Chriſt, he did rejoice in the Thoughts of it from all 
Eternity; he does rejoice in the Being and Accom- 
pliſhment of it here in Time, and he will rejoice in 
the Conſummation of it in _ for ever: The 
Truth is, his Joy is not complet till the Marriage be 
compleat; nor will his Joy ever end, till that end, 
which will never be (as in its Place may be ſhe wn.) 


Thus you ſee a little what Chriſt's Heart is, and how 
much ſet upon this Buſineſs, as well as what manner 
of Husband he is, and what great Things he does for 


all his Spouſes. And now afrer all, what do you ſay? 
Act thou for Chriſt or no? Shall the Nuptial go on 
between him and your Souls, or ſhall it not? Soul, 


ſent 


Soak.” + a Lo. wh WY * 
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what anſwer muſt I give my Lord and Maſter that 
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ſent me for thee ? Tis but a little while, and he will 


call both thee and me to an Account concerning theſe 
Things; and I muſt fay, Lord, I woo'd that Soul for 


| thee; I beſought him to be eſpouſed unto thee; and 


fo far as I was able, I diſplayed thy Beauty, thy Riches, 
thy Glory before him: I opened thy Heart to him, 
ſhew'd him thy Love, and thy Willingneſs to be eſe 
pouſed to him, hoping that the Cords of thy Love 
would draw him; and with my whole Strength en- 


treated him to give up himſelf in a Marriage-Cove- 


naut to thee. Well, and what was the Iſſue? Lord, 
thou knoweſt. But, Soul, what Anſwer muſt I re. 
turn? Muſt I be put to fay, Lord, I labour in vain, 
and ſpent my Strength in vain, for he made light of 


all, and would have none, either of thee or thy Love? 


O put me not to make this diſmal Anſwer ; rather let 
me have cauſe to ſay, Behold, I and the Children which 
God hath given me: Behold, this Soul, and that Soul, 
and many Souls were won over to thee. Amen. 


S 


Mbicb direct, Souls, and ſhews them the Way 


how to attain unto this ſweet and bleſſed 
Eſpouſal with JesUs CHRIST, 


N Eſpouſal with Chriſt! What more ſweet > 
What more deſirable ? And who that under- 
ſtands himſelf, would ner covet it, before any Thing 
this World affords? No Husband like Chriſt, and 
no Happineſs like to an Eſpouſal to him. But the 
Queſtion is, how we may attain hereunto ? Truly, 


Soul, the Work is great, and 'tis the Divine Spirit 


alone that does and can tie the Marriage- Knot be- 


tween Chriſt and thee; but he works in this, as- 


well as in other Caſes, in and by the uſe of Means; 
and there are ſeveral Things highly incumbent upon 


thee, and which muſt be attended by thee, as _ 
| thou 
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thon wouldeſt attain to an Acquaintance with this 
bleſſed Eſpouſal. 

1. Wouldeſt thou be eſpouſed to Chriſt? Then 
labour to be deeply ſenſible of thy utter Eſtrange- 
ment from him by Nature; as alſo of thy woful 
Miſery by Reaſon of that Eſtrangement. A deep 
Senſe of our Eſtrangement from Chriſt, and of our 
Miſery by Reaſon of that Eſttangement, is one good 
Step towards a Conjugal- Union and Relation to him; 
1 and without the one, we are never like to attain un. 

F to the other. Labour therefore for this. | 

ll 1. Labour to be deeply ſenſible of your Eſtrange. 
=. ment from Chriſt by Nature. Naturally we are all 
Te Strangers to Chriſt, Strangers to all Conjugal-Union 

and Communion with him. We know not what any 
ſuch Thing means. As 'twas with the Epheſians, fo 
_ *tis with us all by Nature, they were, and we are with. 
et Chriſt in the World, Eph. 2. 12. And not only with. 
| ext him, but alſo far from him, as it follows ver. 13. I 
! may truly ſay to every Natural Man and Woman in 
| this, as Peter did to Simon in another Caſe, 4&8. 21. 
W | Thou haft neither Part nor Lot in this Matter; Thou 
. knoweſt not what Union and Communion with this 
ſweet Lord means: Yea, not only are we eſt ranged 
| | from Chriſt ; but moreover we are at Enmity with 
= him, and fill'd with Hatred and Oppoſition againſt 
_ ' BY him: We, as thoſe mentiond, Luke 19. 14. Do hate 
him, and would not have him to reign over us. Naturally 
we are at Enmity with Chriſt, and with every Thing 
that is his; with his Perſon, with his Preſence, with 
his Spirit, with his Kingdom, with his Laws and Or- 
dinances, with. his Graces, with his Righteouſneſs, 
and the like. His Perſon is too holy for us, his Pre- 
fence too pure, his Spirit too convincing, his King. 
dom too Spiritual, his Law and Ordinances too ſtri&t, 
his Grace too bright, his Righteouſneſs too oppoſite 
to Self; and ſo we hate all, and are at Enmity to all, 
Yea, we are at Enmity with the very way of Life and 
Salvation by him : Touching the Goſpel, they are Enemies, 
days the Apoſtle; which is ſpoken of the Jews, but 
erue 


— 
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true ofil by Nature, Rem. 11. 28. We would live, 
but not by Chrift; we would be fav'd, but not by 
Chriſt: Thus naturally we are all eſtrang'd from him: 
and thus high does our Eſtrangement riſe, which we 
muſt be deeply ſenſible of, if ever we get Union and 
Comrmupion in a conjugal way with him: Therefore 
work this a little upon your Thoughts, till you find 
your Heart begin to bleed and relent over it. 

2. Labour to be deeply ſenſible of your exceeding 
great Miſery by Reaſon of this Eſtrangement. As we 
rte all naturally without Chriſt, ſo our Miſery herein 


is exceeding great: So much the Apoſtle holds forth, 


in the Place before quoted, Eph.-2. 12. where he ſpeaks 
of our being without Chrift, as our Miſery, yea, zs the 
Spring and Foundation of all our Miſery, and there» 
fore that is firſt mention'd: The Ephejians were, and 
we are (as he there tells us) without the Covenant, wit h- 
out Hope, and without God in the Warld ; Miſery enough 
for any Soul to lie under; and the Inlet and Founda- 
tion of all is, their and our being without Chrif. As to 
have Chrif (ſays a learned Interpreter upon this Place) 
is the Foundation of all Good: So, to be withont __ 
Chrift, is the Beginning and Foundation of all Evil, 
and Inlet to all Woe and Miſery, and what leaves us 
in a moſt deplored Eſtate for ever. Take a Taſte, and 
but a Taſte of this your Miſery, and then work the 
Senſe of it upon your own Souls. ; 

1. Being without Chriff, you are deſtitute of all 
Good, you are without Life, without Grace, with» 
out Peace, without Pardon, without Comfort, with« 
out Righteouſneſs, without Heaven, without Salva 
tion, without Hepe, aud without God} (as you have it in 
the ſame Place) Eph. 2. 2. without the Favour of God, 
without the Preſence of God, without the Life of 
God, without the Image of God, without the Spirit 
of God; and being thus without God, you are with» 
out all true Good, and true Happineſs: According 
to the old and true Maxim, Sine Summo Bononihil Bo- 
num; without the chief Good there is nothing good. 
2. Being without Chrift,. you are in Bondage to m 
all 
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and Satan, which is the worſt Bondage in ths World. 
Naturally all are the Slaves and Vaſſals of theſe crvel | 


Lords: Hence we are ſaid, to fulfill the Devils Luft, 
John 8. 44. And, as the Lufts of the Devil, ſo the Wills 
aud Luft: ef the Fleſh, Eph. 2. 2. to be the Servants of Sin, 
and to ſerve divers Luſts and Pleaſures, and the like: 

And as naturally all are thus in Bondage to Sin and 
the Devil, ſo there is no Redemption from this Bon- 
dage but by Chriſt, and that in a way of Union with 
him. 1f the Son therefore ſhall make you free, ye ſhall be 
Free indeed, ſaith he himſelf to the Jews, John 8. 36. 
They were glorying in their Privilege, that they were 
Abraham's Seed, and never were in Bondage to any 
Man. True, ſays Chriſt, but ye are in a worſe Bon- 
dage than a Bondage to Man, in Bondage to Sin, in 
Bondage to your Lufts : For he that committeth Sin, is 
the Servant of Sin And this Bondage none but the 
Son can free you from; and therefore, until freed by 
him, you remain under it. O how ſore a Bondage is 
this, to be under the command of Sin, to be at the beck 
of every baſe and unclean Luſt, and to be carried 
Captive by tbe Devil at his Will! This is ſuch a Bon- 
dage, as that the Bondage of 1/-ac] under their Task- 
maſters in Egypt, and the Bondage of Turkiſh Slaves, 
who are kept at the Oar and Gally, is freedom to it. 
As to ſerve Chriſt is the greateſt Liberty, ſo to ſerve 
Sin is the cruelleſt Bondage. 

3. Being without Chriſt, and Union with Chriſt 
you are rejected of God. Know ye not (ſays the Apo- 
ſtle) that except Chrift be in you, ye are Reprobates? 
2 Cor. 13.5. Know ye not? As if he ſhould ſay, tis a 
moſt clear, manifeſt, and evident Truth, that unleſs 
you have Union with Chriſt, you are Reprobates, i. e. 
you are unapproved of God, you are out of his Fa- 
vour, both your Perſons and Services, are re je ed 
by hin. To the ſame Purpoſe is that, Gal. 4 22. 


where we read of two Mothers, and two Sons: The 


Two Mothers were Types of the two Covenants, the 
Covenant of Works, and the Covenant of Grace, as 


appears by Yer. 24. The two Sons are Types of two 


Sorts 
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Id. Sorts of Perſons living in the Church; one born af. 
vel | ter the Fleſh, the other by Promiſe ; one belonging 
v/7, ¶ to the firſt, the other to the ſecond Covenant. Well, 
ill; FF what's the Condition of theſe ? Why, the one is in a 
in, State of Rejection, and the other of Acceptation. 
e : They that belong to the ſecond Covenant, are own'd 
nd and embrac'd in the Arms of Love; the other are 
n- caſt out (as you may ſee in the Sequel of the Chap- 
th ter;) beſides, all our Acceptation with God, is in 
be Cbriſt and through Chrift, Eph. 1. 6. Out of him there. 


6. I fore we 2re in a State of Rejection. O how fad does 
re this ſpeak your Condition to be ! For Men, yea, for 
L good Men to reject and diſown us, is what may be 
1 born, eſpecially when God owns, and ſmiles: But for 


God to difown and re ject us, this is terrible indeed 
tho' all the World ſhould own us, and ſmile upon us, 
| How terrible is that Word? Reprobate Silver ſball Men 
call them, for the Lord hath rejected them, Jer. 6. 30. If 
God owns, and ſmiles, tis no matter who frowns ; 
but if he frowns, and rejects, who can own or ſmile 
to the Relief of the Soul? 

4. Being without Chriſt, you are under theLaw, and 
ſo under the Curſe. And how ſad is this! as there are 
but two Covenants, the Old and the New; and but 

two Heads of thoſe Covenants, the firſt or the ſecond 
Adam; and ſo all Men do belong to, and are found in 
the one or the other of theſe. Whilſt therefore you 
are Strangers to Chriſt, you are under the Law; and 
being under the Law, you are under the Curſe : For, 
ſays the Apoſtle, 4s many as are under the Law, are un- 
der the Curſe : For it is written, Curſed is every one that 
continueth net jn all Things that are written in the Book of 
the Law, to do them, Gal. 3. 10. The Law has no 
pity, no ſparing of Offenders; but for every Breach 
thereof, lays the Soul under the Curſe. Now we 
have all broken the Law ; we all broke it in Adam, 
being in him as in an Head; and we have all broken 
it Ten thouſand times over in our own Perfons , and 
by both are falen under the Curſe thereof. And, 
Soul, doſt thou know what the Curſe of the Law 

| means?! 
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ever. Being under the Law, we are accurſed in our 


God lies upon our Souls, and the Curſe of God is in dy 


all our Enjoyments; our very Bleſſings are accurs'd Wtwe 


to us, Mal. 2. 2. We read in Scripture of the People hal 


of God's Curſe; and thou art one of them, Soul, who. mar 
ever thou art, thou art out of Chriſt: O how woful, 
how deplorable a Condition is this ! you 


5. Being without Chriſt, and eſtranged from Chriſ, Vor 
you lie under the Guilt of innumerable Sins, which MY?! 
you alone muſt bear for ever. Tis in and by Chriſt {tic 
alone, that Souls are diſcharged from the Guilt of Sin, FP?) 
And who are they whom he diſcharges from Guile, Mof1 
but ſuch as is found in him, are under a Marriage. An 


Covenant with him? Thoſe his Blood cleanſes from all mu 


Sin, 1 John 1. 7. And in him have they Redemption der 
r brough his Blood, even the Forgiveneſs of Sin, Eph. 1. 7. Neef 
As for others, he tells them plainly, They ſball die in 2 
their Sins, John 8. 24. O how fad a Condition is this ! th: 
Soul, thou are guilty of Multitude of Sins, the leaſt m 


of which has evil enough in it to damn thee eternally, | ſad 


Thou haſt Thouſands, and Ten thouſands of Scarlet, Ef 
Crimſon Sins, Sins cloathed with black and crying | Pa 
Aggravations lying upon thee ; and to have all theſe | Y® 
in the full weight of the Guile and Puniſhmene of bo 
them, charg'd upon thee by the great God for ever: „ 
How miſerable does this ſpeak thy Condition to be! 

6. Being eſtranged from Chriſt, you are under a | 


Damnation daily. A Man out of Chriſt, does do, 
can do nothing but Sin; for he is net ſubje# to the Law 
ef God, nor can he be, Rom. 8. 8. And as he is ever 
Sinning, ſo he is ever treaſuring up Wrath unto himſelf, | 
Rom. 2. 5. O how ſad aCondition is this! This is, 

Dura Neceſſit ar, (as Auſtin calls it) and ſpeaks a Man's 
Condition to be very doleful. To be always ſinning 
againſt God, and always treaſuring up Wrath to a 
Man's own Soul, this is next to Hell, in ſome ſort 
worſe, To give you the Sum of all: 


Being 
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Being eſtranged from Chriſt, you have nothing to 
ſatisfy Divine Juſtice, which is ready to ſeize upon 
you; nothing to pacify Divine Wrath, which is rea- 
dy to break forth againſt you; nothing to ſtand be» 
tween Divine Revenge, and your finful Souls, What 
ſhall I ſay ? You have many Accuſers, and by them 

any heavy Charges brought in againſt you; and be- 
ing without Chriff, you have no Advocate to plead 
your Caſe, none to ſpeak a good Word in Heaven for 
you: And is not that fad ? You are cept in Debt, 
you owe your Ten thouſand Talents to Divine Ju- 
ſtice; and being without Chriſt, you have nothing to 
pay, but are in Danger of being caſt into the Priſon 
;]e, of Eternal Darkneſs, whence there is no Redemption. 
And is not that ſad? You are under an Obligation to 
much Duty; and being without Chriſt, you are un- 
der an utter Impoſſibility if performing any of it ac» * 
„, ceptably. You are under a Judgment of Condemna- 
tion, and being without Chriſt, you have nothing 
is | that can ſecure you one Day, one Hour, one Moment 
aſt more on this ſide Everlaſting Burnings: And O how 
ly. ad and miſerable is this! Thus you fee both your 
ct. Eſtrange ment from Chriſt, and alſo your Miſery (in 
Part) by Reaſon of that Eſtrangement. Now, as ever 
ſa vou would get Union and Cemmunion with him, la- 
of bour to be deeply ſenſible of both theſe. 
-: 2. Wouldft thou indeed be eſpouſed to Chriſt ; then 
labour to be ſoundly convinc'd, and deeply ſenſible 
2 of the Greatneſs and Hainouſneſs of the Sin of re- 
vn fuſing Chriſt, and the Offers of his Love. Poor Soul, 
o. thou ſtandeſt it out againſt Chriſt; he wooes, and 
calls, and invites thee to himſelf, but thou flighteſt 
er ind refuſeſt all: And this thou thinkeſt a ſmall Mat- 
„ ter; but let me tell thee, this is a moſt hainous and 
i, crying Sin: To ſwear, to murder, to ſteal, to be 
\'s drunk, to be unclean, and the like; theſe thou lookeſt 
ig upon as black and horrid Things: Indeed, well thou 
a mayſt, for they are Sins of more than ordinary hai- 
rt nous and abominable Nature: But yet know that thy 
Sin in rejecting Chriſt, and the Offers of his Love, 
5 - 


— — ———— — 


120 The Beft Match : Or, 


is greater, and more provoking than all theſe: This 
indeed is the great Sin, and the Sin thou muſt in an 
eſpecial manner be ſenſible of, if ever thou art united Hut 
to Chriſt : So much Chriſt himſelf tells us, in that 
knowa Place, John 16:8, 9. He (ſays he, ſpeaking of 
the Spirit whom he promiſed to ſend) ſhall convince 
the World of Sin, becauſe they believe not in me. Unbe. 
lief then is the great Sin that the Spirit conviaces Souls 
of: And what's unbelief, but the negle& and refuſal 
of Chriſt, and the Offers of his Love made to us in 
the Goſpel ? He ſhall convince the World of Sin, be. 
cauſe they believe not in me; . e. De ilo magno &. 
grandi incredulitatis peccato: He ihall convince them of 
that grand Sin of Unbelief, (as a Learned Man ex- 
pounds it:) as if Chriſt thould ſay, He ſhall make 
Men ſee the black and hainous Nature of the Sin of 
re jecting me and my Love: He ſhall humble them for 8 
it, and ſet them a bleeding over it. This is Sin off 
re jecting Chriſt, ſome of the Schoolmen have called, MT hi 
Maximum Peccatum, the greateſt Sin of all: And in-Wecjc 
deed, next unto the unpardonable Sin, what greater? Hund 
This is a Sin moſt directly and immediately againſt mar 
Chriſt and the Goſpe!. O for a vile wretched Sinner re- 
to ſhut the Door of his Soul againſt Chriſt the King] 
of Glory, and deny him Entertainment, to refuſe and 
re je ct the frequent Offers of him and his Love; how 
great a Sin muſt this be? And, Soul, to convince culi 
thee the better of ir, I ſhall ſuggeſt a few Conſide. Mort 
rations to thee, holding forth a little of its black and | 4; 
horrid Evil. | + 
1. Conſider, That the neglect and refuſal of Chrifth 
and his Love, is a Sin againſt a ſpecial and eminent And 
Command, and therefore a great and crying Sin: Fort 
The greater and more eminent the Command is, ov: 
which we tranſgreſs and fin againſt, the greater our put 
Sin and Guilt is in tranſgreſſing that Command. Now, le: 
God does not only command us to receive and em- Wort! 
brace Chriſt and his Love: But this Command of his, Ws in 
is a great, ſignal and eminent Command: So St John ; 
tells us, 1 John 3. 23. This is his Commandment, That we Ws in 
believe 


hi 
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believe en the Name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath 
ent. What is it to believe on the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
hut to receive and embrace Chriſt offering himſelf in 
he Goſpel to us, and live upon him, having fo re- 
eived and embraced him? Now (ſays he) This is the 
Commandment, his great, his ſpecial Commandment in 
be- In moſt ſignal and eminent Manner; and Chriſt him- 
ouls lf aſſerts the ſame Thing, John 6. 28, 29. In the 28 
fuſalſverſe they ask him, What ſhall we do, that we may work 
ine works of God ? His Anſwer in the 29 verſe, is, This 


be., the work of God, tbat ye believe onhim whom be hath ſent, 
. e. that ye receive and embrace me, and live upon 
n of Mme, by believing: This is [che] Work of God, the 
ex-Woreat Work which he commands you, and expects 
ake from you: Believing (as Calvin obſerves upon this 


| of Place) is not called rhe Work of God; becauſe tis of 
for God's Operation, (as you have it elſewhere) or that 
| of which God works in us; but becauſe tis the great 
led, MThing which he commands and requires of vs To 
in- Neject and refuſe Chriſt then, is a Sin againft a ſignal 
er? und eminent Command, indeed againſt the great Come 
inſt mand of the Goſpel; and therefore muſt needs be a 
ner great and crying Sin. More particularly; 

ing t. The Neglect and Refyſal of Chriſt and his Love, 
ind is a Sin rind a clear and expreſs Command of God, 
ow Command wherein the Authority of God does pe- 
ice Mculiarly and eminently ſhine forth: So much is held 
de. forth in the Place mention'd before, 1 John 3. 28. This 
nd |: his Commandment, (ſays he, ſpeaking of the Come 
mandment of Faith) his expreſs Commandment, a 


ith ommandment wherein his Authority is evidently 
nt and peculiarly ſeen; the Authority of God -ſhines 


Forth in all his Commands, but eſpecially in this a- 
Hove the reſt : Therefore this you {ee has an Emphaſis 
Put upon it: This is his Commandment : Now the more 


, learly and eminently the Authority of God ſhines 
n- Worth in any Command, the greater our Sin and Guilt 
is, $5 in tranſgreſſing that Command. 


2, The Neglect and Refuſal of Chriſt and his Love, 


is ig ⸗gainſt a Command, wherein the Heart of 
F God 


422 The Beſt Match: Or, 


God and Chrift does much lie, and is therefore a great 
Sin. This is a true Rule, That the more the Mind 
and Heart of the Law. giver is in any Law or Com 
mand, the greater is our Sin and Guilr, in the Breach 
1 and Tranſgreſſion of that Law or Command: Non 
Ciood's Command to us, to receive Chriſt by believing 
f is a Command wherein his own Heart, as well as the 
ly Heart of Chrift, does much lie: Indeed there is no 
f thing in all the World, that the Heart of God and 
_- Chriſt is more ſet upon, or deſirous of than this; thy 
Souls ſhould embrace Chriſt by believing, and becom 
one with him in a Marriage-Covenant : Witneſs th; 
Freeneſs of their Offers, the Frequency of their Call 
the Importunateneſs of their Pleas, the Patientneſs o 
their Waitings, the Affectionateneſs of their Entre 
ties, the Friendlineſs of their Upbraidings, the P 
theticalneſs of their Lamentings, the Sweetneſs d 
their Wooings, the Unweariedneſs of their Drawing 
and the Graciouſneſs of their Dealings in Refe reno 
'hereunto. Bur you have already ſeen, how much t 
Heart of Chrif, and in him the Heart of the Fathery 
in this Buſineſs. Now to tranſgreſs ſuch a Comman 
2 Command wherein the Heart of God and Chrift dot 
ſo much lie, and to run counter to that which the; 
Fo much defire; O, what a Sin muſt this needs be! 
The Neglect and Refuſal of Chriſt, is a Sin againſt 
Command, which has virtually all the Commands © 
God in it; and fo in the Breach and Tranſgreſſio 
thereof, we break and tranſgreſs all And, O hoy 
great a Sin muſt this be! To believe on Chrif, is 
comprehenſive of all that God commands and re 
quires of us: This is ſe his Commandmenr, as th: 
728 in obeying this, we obey all; and in violating thj 
. we violate all: and ſo he eſteems and accounts it 
| This is evident from John 6. 21. 29. What ſball we. 
| (ay they) that we may work the Works of God? This | 
[ | the Work of God, (ſays Chriſt) to believe on him whom | 
| hath ſent : Pray mark, they ſpeak of [Works] in th 
Plural Number; they would know what all the 
Works were which God required, and what the E: 
i IM tcl. 
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tent of the Command was: And Chriſt in his Anſwer 
Mind reduces all to one, and that is Faith, by which he 
nM ſhe ws, that as all is vain without Faith, ſo Faith is 
virtually all that God requires: This is the Work of 
God (ſays he) as if he fhould ſay, Here's all in one; 
to believe on, and receive me, 1s comprehenſive of 
Wall: And accordingly, my Beloved, to reje& Chriſt 
and his Love, 1s to break all at once, and to violate all 
Wat once; "cis to rebel againſt, and pour Contempt up- 
Won the whole Mind and Will of God at once, and in 
Effect to renounce all Duty and Allegiance co him. 
© Suicable whereunto is the Obſervation of a Learned 
Man upon that Place, John 16. 8, 9. Chriſt here (lays 
he) calls Unbelief [Sin] ſimply and abſelutely, becauſe that 


1 
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treu Sin comprehends all Sin in it. O, how great a Sin then 
e Pi muſt this be! | | 
ſs fl 4. The Neglect and Refuſal of Chriſt, is a Sin againſt 
ing a Command of much Love. All God's Commands 
rene have Love in them; they are deſign'd by him for our 
h th Good, (as the Scripture tells us ;) but eſpecially this 
her i Command of his, That we ſhould receive and embrace 
nana his Son: For what is this Command, but a Command 
doe to us to be ſav'd, a Command to us to be happy? 
the What is this, but a commanding of us to live for 
be! evermore, to be eternally bleſſed in and with himſelf? 
nſt And, O how great a Sin muſt the Tranſgreſſion of 
ds off fuch a Command be? Did God command us any hard 
ſſioſſ or ſevere Thing, ſomething that tended to our Preju- 
hon dice, and not our Happineſs, that were ſomewhar z 


but when he commands us nothing but to be happy, 
and to be happy in the beſt ty O how great a Sin 
muſt it be to tranſgreſs ſuch a Command! 

2. Conſider; The Negle& and Refuſal of Chriſ is a 
Sin, which in a peculiar Manner derogates from him, 
and pours great Contempt upon him, and therefore a 
great Sin. The more Contempt any Sins pours upon 
Chrift, and the more he derogates from him, the great- 
er that Sin is. Now, what Sin derogates more from 
brit, or pours greater Contempt upon him, than the 
Neglect and Refuſal of * offering himſelf 1 or 

„ 2 | | goes 
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does? This is a Sin which takes the Crown off fron 
Chriſt's Head, and throws it in the Duſt: It every 
— and in all Reſpects pours great Contempt upon. 

im. 

1. This Sin viliſies and pours Contempt upon the 
Pei ſon of Chrif. Chriſts Perſon is infinitely amiable 
and 2ccordingly to vilify and contemn his Perſon, 
muſt be a great Sin, and contracts great Guilt; and 
this the Refuſal of him does; hence call'd 4 treadin 
under Foot the Son of God, (which argues the higheiii 
Contempt imaginable) Heb. 10. 29. Every Refuſal offi 
Chriſt carries that Language concerning him in it, J 
53. 2. When we ſes him, there is no Beauty in him, fu 
which we ſhould deſire him: He has neither Form nor Com. 
Tineſs in him: He is a Perſon of no Worth, no Deſi 
rableneſs. O, what Contempt is this to be caſt upon 
Cbriſt And how much does it derogate from him ! 

2. This Sin viliſies and pours Contempt upon the 
Work, Office, and Undertaking of Chriſt as Mediator, 
upon all that he has done and ſuffer d; with all the har 
Riches of his Grace, and his Love manifeſted chereinMWhe 
Hence 'tis call'd, as 4 treading of the Son of God unde fanc 
Fit; ſo an accounting bis Blood # common and an unholgy 
Thing, a Thing of no Worth, no Uſe, no Value, noi, + 
Excellency, Heb. 10. 29. Great, my Beloved, was the Lu 
Work and Undertaking of Chrif, as our Mediator; tag 
and great were the Things which he both did andy y 
ſuffet'd in the Diſcharge of that Work and Underta. 
king ; great alſo was his Grace and Love towards us 
in all, and accordingly, great muſt our Sin and Guilt 
be, in pouring Contempt thereon, which we do by 
refuſing of him: Hereby we pour Contempt upon all} 
his Acts, and all his Offices, as Mediator, upon all 
his Merits, and all his Purchaſes, upon all his Grace 
and Love in bleeding and dying for us: We do here. Im. 
by in Effect ſay, That neither Chrift, nor any Thing ri. 
which he has purchas'd, is worth accepting and em. Her 
bricing: That we had rather that he had never died WA, 
never become a Days-man between God and us, that: 
he might have kept his Blood to himſelf, and we will 

| not 


124 


Due SouPs Eſpouſal t CHRIST. 125 
not thank him for ſhedding of it; that we need nei- 
from her him, nor any Thing that is his: Hereby we do 
Vn Effe ct ſay, that the whole Goſpel is a Cheat, a Lie, 
upon meer Deluſion : That Chrift is an hard Maſter, and 
ujes with Rigour ; that Salvation is little worth, 
and the like. O what horrid Contempt of Chriſt is this! 
3. This Sia plainly prefers a poor, baſe, vile Luit, 
efore Chriſt, and all the glorious Riches and Tre:- 
ſures of Chriſt. And O, what Contempt of him is this! 
Why do Men refuſe Chriſt, and the Offers of his 
Love! Surely 'tis from the Sake, and from the Love 
f ſome Luft or other, either the Luft of the Fleſh, the 
u/3 of the Eye, or the Pride of Life: And if ſo, then by 
refuſing of him, they do really prefer this Luſt be- 
Com. fore him, and all the Treaſures of his Grace and Love. 
Deſi¶¶ And thus indeed you find it to be, Matth 22. begin. 
2POLREas alſo Luke 14. 18. 19, 20, Where Chrift offers him- 
2! elf. wich all his Treaſures, to poor Sinners, who yet 
the ſlight and refuſe both him and them. And why ſo ? 
tO B72 one has @ Farm, the other a Merchandize; and all 
| the have ſome carnal Concern to mind: The Sum is, 
ren they have a Luſt to be (atisfy'd ; and therefore Chriſt 
6and all the Treaſures of his Love, muſt be rejected: 
nol By refuſing of Chriſt, we do in Effect ſay, that there 
Lois more Good, more Sweetneſs, more Happineſs in a 
The Luſt, in a little carnal, worldly Pleaſure and Advan- 
tor tage, than there is in Chriſt, and all that is his. Here» 
andſſby we do in Effect ſav, That Men are deceiv'd in 
ta- Chriſt, that the Word of God makes a falſe Report 
s uof him, that he is not ſuch a Saviour, nor is his Sal- 
uiliſv⸗tion ſo great as the one and the other is repreſented 
byl to be. O what Contempt is this, to be caſt upon 
n ail Chrift ! Eſau (you know) is ſaid ro deſpiſe his Birthe 
richt, And how? By preferring @ Meſs of Portage, er 
race Morſe! of Meat before it, Gen. 25. 34. But, O how much 
ele more do we contemn Chriſt and his Love, by prefe: . 
17; ring a baſe vile Luſt before him and it! Surely, great» 
em · er Contempt of Chriſt than this, can't well be found. 
1c And how great then muſt the Sin of the Refuſal of 
tha chriſt be, and how much ſhould we tremble at it? 
F 3 4. Con- 
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4. Conſider, That the Negle& and Refuſal of Chi 


is a Sin, which in an eminent Manner darkens and! 

oppoſes the Glory of God, and reflects the higheſi|f 
j! Diſhonour upon him of all others; and therefore 0 
great Sin: The more any Sin darkens and oppoſc;| 


the Glory of God, the greater the Guilt ef that Sin Ce 
1 is: For (firſt) the more any Sin oppoſes the Glory offer 
i Cod, and reflects Diſhonour upon kim, the more Fo! 


contrary it is te the higheſt Good; and the more con. 
_ i} rrary any Sin is to the higheſt Good, the greater the 
"Fi Guilt of it muſt needs be. And (ſecondly) the more 
any Sin oppoſes the Glory of God, and reflects Dif. 
honour upon him, the more it thwarts and contra 
dicts the higheſt End of Man: And the more any Sine! 
thwarts and contradicts the higheſt End of Man, the 
greater the Guilt of that Sin 1s. f 
Now the Neglect and Refuſal of Chriſt, is what e. 
minently oppoſes the Glory of God, and reflects Dif. 
honour upon him: The Reception and Entertainment: 
of Chriſt puts an Honour upon the Father. Indeed 
every AC of Faith honours God, Rom. 4. 20. And 
eſpecially this great and Fundamental Act of Faith, 
in embracing Chriſt. So on the other Hand, the Ne.) 
gle& and Refuſal of Chriſt, is what refl:Qs DiſhonourÞ; . 
upon God, it throws his Glory in the Duſt; and 
hence 'tis that this Sin is ſo exceeding provoking to 
- him, as in the Scripture 'tis repreſented to be: Par. 
ticularly take here Two Things. _ 
1. This Sin of refuſing Chriſt is what flights and 
contemns all the glorious Excellencies and Perfecti- 
ons of God at once; and ſo can't but caſt very great 
Diſhonour upon him, and the very oppoſite to the 
Glory in Chriſt. My beloved, all the glorious Ex- 
cellencies and Perfections of God are eminently ma- 
nifeſted and diſplay'd : In him do all the glorious 
Counſels of his Grace and Love meet, and in refuſing 
him, we deſpiſe and pour Contempt upon all. In him 
does his Love eminently ſhine forth, and the Fulneſs 
of it reſt, 1 John 4 9. 10. In him is Juſtice, Righte- 
ouſneſs and Holineſs eminently manifeſted * = 
play d, 


Chrieplay'd, Rom. 3. 25, 26. In him does his Wiſdom, yea, 
andihis manifold Wiſdom appear and reveal itſelf: In a 


poſei Love: In every Offer of Chriſt made to us in the 
it Sin Goſpel, God does in Effect ſay to us, Whatever IT am, 


Try offer can do as God, that I'll te, todo for you, to make 


more 
Con. 
r the 
more 
Diſ. 
tra. 
y Sin 
, the 


ſels of his Love concerning Souls: To refuſe Chriſt, 


at leaſt not worthy of our Acceptance: That his Ju- 


Dif l ralue them not: That his Wiſdom is Folly, and his 
Power Weakneſs ; that his Fulneſs has little in it, and 
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Fou happy for ever: Accordingly to refuſe Chriſt 
uſt needs pour Contempt upon all: It flights 
and pours Contempt upon the Grace of God, 
the Wiſdom of God, the Power of God, the Juſtice 
of God, the Holineſs of God, the Fulneſs, and All- 
ſufficiency of God, and all the ancient glorious Coun. 


is no Way able to ſatisfy us, and make us Happy: That 


— 


> 
„ 


igheſt Word, whole God is manifeſted and reveal'd in him, 
Dre zend withal tender'd to the Embraces of our Faith and 


is in Effect to ſay, that the Grace of God is no Grace, 


ſtice and Holineſs are not to be regarded, and that we 


(1 


Anda broken Ciſtern is as good as that Fountain of Li- 


Iving Waters: And hereby we downright deny his 
I Faithfulneſs, and put the Lie upon him, 1 John 5.10. 
We do in Effect ſay, That the God of Truth is a 


credited, that his Word of Promiſe is a meer Deluſi- 
on, and of no other Uſe, than tobeguile Souls: O, 
what Contempt, what Diſhonour muſt all this caſt 


wy muſt it be ? To make God a Liar (ſays a Learned Man) 
rea 77 an horrible and execrable Impiety: Thereby we take that 
the from him which is moſt dear and proper to him. O trem- 
Ex. ble, Soul, tremble at the Blackneſs and Hellifhneſs of 
ma. this Sin! 


J oppoſite to the higheſt Deſign of God for his own 
Glory, and robs him of that Glory which is moſt 
dear to him. What, my Beloved, was the higheſt 
Deſign that ever God laid and carry'd on forhis own 
Glory? Verily, 'twas TOs and the Salvation of Sin- 

4 ners 


Liar, that his Wirneſs and Teſtimony is not to be 


upon the Bleſſed God, and what horrible Wickedneſs 


2: This Sin of refuſing Chriſt, is what is directly 


: 
I 
: * 4 
I 
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ners by Chriſt : He deſign'd himſelf a Revenue of Gle 
ry in making the World, and he does deſign himſel 


. a Revenue of Glory in all he does in governing the 
World: But that wherein he has deſign'd the higheſ} 
Revenue of Glory to himſelf, is, the Myſtery off 
Chriſt, and Salvation by Chrift: So much is evident 


from Eph 1.11, 12, 14. In whom (lays he, ſpeaking 
of Chriſt) we have obtained an Inheritance, being prede- 
Hinated according to the Purpoſe of him, who worketh al 
Things according to the Counſel of his own Will, that we 
ſhould be to the Praiſe of his Glory : And again, wer. 14, 


Glory was his great End in the Diſpenſation of Chriſt, 
and our Salvation by him; and alſo that in and by 
that Diſpenſation he did deſign the higheſt Revenue 
of Glory to himſelf, For pray obſerve, firſt, he calls 
it, The Praiſe of his Glory, the Splendor and higheſt 


Deſign of God to the Praiſe of his Glory; and again, to 


Glory that is the moſt near to God? Verily, tis the 
Glory of his Grace: Grace is his darling Attribute, 
and the Glory of his Grace is moſt dear to him : Hence 


Myſtery of Chriſt : So the ſame Apoſtle tells us. Eph. 
1.6. who having before ſpcken of rhe great Myſteries 
of Predeſtination and Redemption by Chriſt, here in 
ver. 6. tells you, what was God's great Deſign in all, 
wiz. The Praiſe of the Glory of his Grace: ' Tis the crown= 
Ing of Grace, and the enthroning of Grace, which 
0 od in a peculiar Manner delights in: Now, if the 
= higheſt Defign of God for his own Glory, be by the 
11 Myſtery of Chriſt, and our Salvation by Chriſt, and 
the Glory of his Grace be moſt dear to him; then 
tis clear that our refuſing of Chriſt is moſt oppoſite 
to the higheſt Deſign that God ever crry'd on for his 
own Glory, and robs him of that Glory which is 
_ moſt dear to him: For alas! This is in Effect to ſay, 
That God has laid out no Grace upon Sinners in the 
| Diſpen. 
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wnto the Praiſe of his Glory: The Sum is this, that God is! 


Emanation of his Glory. (Secondly,) He repeats this 


the Praiſe of his Glory: which notes this to be the 
grand Deſign for his Glory. And again, what is that 


this has been peculiarly his Deſign in the whole of Þ 


. 
| JAY 
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Diſpenſation of Chriſts, and that he deſerve no Glory 


pon the Account of that Diſpenſation : This is in 
Effect to tell him, That neither his Chriſt, nor his 


and that we are no Ways beholden to him for the 
bone, or the other: And O, what Diſhonour muſt this 
reflet upon God, and how darkning to his Glory! 
And accerdingly, Soul, let thee and I tremble at it, 
and at the Blackneſs and Hortidneſs of that Sin, that 
at we has ſuch a dreadful Effect. 

1% 3. Conſider, That the Neglect and Refuſal of Chriſt, 
zC0d'sMis a Sin which directly and immediately murders the 
hrif, N Soul, and damns it eternally, and therefore muſtflieeds 
by be a great Sin: That Sin that does moſt directly and 
enue immediately murder the Soul, and deſtroy it eternal- 
calls ly, muſt needs be a grest Sia, and ſhould be greatly 
heſt W dreaded by us: And what Sin is it that does this, but 
this our Neglect and Refuſal of Chriſt?. And, Soul, that 


race in him, is worth minding, worth receiving; 


1, off thou mayeſt be the more deeply convinc'd of this, fe= 


the riouſly weigh theſe following Propolitions. 
that! Firſt; That the Neglect and Refuſal of Chriſt is a 
the Sin, which rejects the only Remedy of ſinful Souls: 
ute, Poor Sinners are in themſelves dead, loſt, undone, 
nce WW and periſhing for ever : They are ſick, and ſick to 
of MW Death; they are ſinful, and finful to Damnation; and 
ph. there is one, and but one Remedy for them, and 
ies that's Chriſt ; Chriſt and his Blood; Chriſt and his 


* 


in Grace, Chriſt and his Fulnefs; beſides this, There r? -ag = 


, % Balm in Gilead, no Phy/ician there for them; ncith 
n-, there Salvation in any other, Acts 4. 14. Therefore 


ch by refuſing and rejecing him, they refuſe and rejeck 
he the only Remedy: He indeed is a compleat, as well 
ne as an only Remedy : He is able, and as willing, as 


id he is able to ſave to the very uttermoſt, as the Scripture 

n tells us: But they by rejecting of him, exclude 

e themſelves from his ſaving Efficacy, and fo thereby 

is do directiy murder their own Souls. 

5 2. Thar the Neglect and Refuſal of Chriſt is a Sin - 
7 which binds all a Man's other Sins faſt ro him: Tis nl 


a great and weighty Saying which a worthy Divine 
—_ 1 " "as; 


. 
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has; Unbelief (ſays he, which is properly the Neglect an 
Refuſal of Chriſt) binds all a Man's Sins faft to his Soul, 
and Damnation faſt to his Sins. Tis indeed the Bond 
of all our Guilt and all our Miſery ; that which 
makes the Curſe cleave cloſe to us for ever: And 
while a Man remains in this Sin, 'tis impoſſible tha 
he ſhould be acquitted and diſcharg'd from the Guil: 
of any one of all his Sins. 'Tis (I remember) Auftir', 
Obſervation upon that Place, John 16. 8, 9. Where 
Chriſt tells us, That his Spirit ſball convince the Warli 
of Sin, becauſe they believe not in him: Chriſt (ſays he) 
inſtances in the Sin of Infidelity in à ſpecial manner, bi. 
cauſe that Sin remaining, all our other Sins remain ; but 
that being taken away, all others are forgiven. Faith (a 
one of the Antients expreſſes it) delet omnia peccata, 
blots out all Sins; but Unbelief that binds all faſt up. 


on us: Hence that Word of Chriſt, 1f ye believe not, 1 


ſhall die in your Sins, 1. e. your Sins ſhall cleave cloſe 


to you to the very Death, Jahn 8. 24. This will be 
further evident in the next Propoſition : Therefore, 
3. That though all Sin be killing and damning, yet 


no Sin ſhall ever damn or deſtroy us, unleſs we add 
thereunto the Sin of Neglect or Refuſal of Chriſt: 
*Tis true, every Sin is damning; Sin within, Sin 
without: The Wages of Sin is Death, Rom. 6. laſt. And 
the Apoſtle tells us, There is a juſt Recompence of Reward 
due to every Tranſgreſſion and Dijobedienee, Heb. 1. 2. But 
though every Sin be damning, yet whatever a Man's 


Sins are, though never ſo many, never ſo great; they 


ſhall, they can never damn him, in Caſe he receives 


and embraces Chriſt : Nor indeed can any of all aff 
Man's Sins be ſaid to be the immediate Cauſe of his, 
Damnation, but his refuſing of Chriſt. Indeed, under 


the Law, the immediate Cauſe of Mans 22 was 
Sin in general: But unde: the Goſpel, t 


Cauſe of Mens periſhing. is the Rejection of Chriſt Þ 
and his Grace through Unbelief: So much Chriſt 
himſelf tells us, in that known Place, John 3. 18 He 
that belicueth on the Son, is not condemned; but he that 


hulieveth not, is condemned already, becauſe he hath not 
„ believed 


e immediate] 


helle- 
that 
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7 an relieved on the Name of the only begotten Son of God: He 
hat believeth on Chriſt, is not condemned: And why ſo? 


the Goſpel ; 


Man's Sins faſt upon him; and if none of all a Man's 
ever damn him, were not this Sin of re fuſtag Chriſt 


added to them; then certainly this is that Sin which 
does moſt dire ly and immediately murder the Soul: 


is a Sin, which argues you to be really in Love with * 


ther than Life, loves Darkneſs more than Light, d 
which leaves you without the leaſt Colour of EXtuſe 


what really argues you to be # love with your Sins, 
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s it becauſe he has no Sins to cendemn him? No 
but becauſe believing on Chriſt, all his Sins are done 
away ; But he that believeth not on him, is condemned al- 
ready: And why? ls it becauſe he is a Sinner in ge- 
neral, or becauſe his Sins are many, and great Sins? 
No, but becauſe he hath not believed on the Name of the © 
only begotten Son of God. The Sum of all is this: The 
immediate Cauſe of Man's Condemnation, is not this 
Sin, or that Sin, but their refuſing of Chriſt by Un- 
belief: Hence you have it ſo frequently up and don 

He that believeth, ſhall be Dd He that © 
bclieveth not, ſhall be damned, and the like. Well then, 
if our refuſing of Chriſt, be the rejecting of the on- 

ly Remedy of ſinful Souls; if it be what binds all a 


other Sins, though many and great, ſhould or could 


O, how great a Sin then does this ſpeak it to be! 
Murder is a great Sin, an Iniquity to be puniſhed by 
the Judge ; nor do we look upon a Murderer fic to * 
live: But no Murder like to Soul-Murder, nor 
ſhould we ſuffer this Soul-Murderer to live one 
Moment. | SL 7 

5. Conſider, That the Neglect and Refuſal of Chriſt * 
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or Room of Appeal for ever: And, O.wha® a black = 
and horid Sin muſt this then be! A lire of each. | 


7. This Sin of neglecting and rcfuſing Chriſt, is, 


and to have ſlight Thoughts of them: For Men to 
act Sin, is bad; but to have ſlight Thoughts of Sin, 
and to be in love with it, is much worſe. Sin being 
2gainſt an infinite Good, even infinitely contrary . '- 
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9 d 


the Miferies that attend it, are called Darkneſs : Now | 


the Bleſſed God, has in a fort an infinite Evil in it: 
And to be in love with that which has an infinite Evil 
in it, O how dreadful a Thing is this! Yet this your 
Refuſal of Chriſt carries in it: For, pray mark, had 
not you flight Thoughts of Sin, you would not re. 
fuſe the Pardon of Sin when offer'd you, but would 
account it worthy of all Acceptation; and were you 
not in love with your Sins, yea, greatly in love with 
them, you would not ehuſe and deſite to continue in 
your Sins; much leſs would you refuſe and re ject ſo 
great a Good, as Chriſt is, for the ſake of your Sins. 
Should a condemned Malefactor refuſe the King's free 
Pardon, would not this argue him to have flight 
Thoughts of Death, yea, to be in love with it, and 
to prefer it before Life? As clearly does your refu- 
ting of Chriſt argue you to have ſlight Thoughts 
of Sin, and to be in love with it: O, were you 


not in love with your Sins, you would be glad of aff 


Diſcharge and Deliverance from them, and would 
with all Readineſs and Joyfulneſs embrace it, when 
freely offered to you, as in Chriſt it is. 

2. This Sin of refaſing Chriſt, is what truly and in. 


deed ſpeaks you to love Darkneſs more than Light, 


and to chuſe Death rather than Life: Tis what pre- 
fers Sin and Death before Chriſt and Life, and Grace: 
O, what a black Sin then muſt it be! This Chriſt 
himſelf aſſerts concerning it, and that as an high Ag- 
gravation, of ir, and what makes it doubly damning. 
John 3.19. This is the Condemnation, That Light is eome 
into the World, and Men love Darkneſs rather than Light, 


Chriſt, and the good Things of Chriſt, are here cal- | 


led Light; on the other Hand, Sin and Death, Sin and 


(fays ri; Men by Unbelief, and refuſing of me, 
do declare, that they love this Darkneſs before this 
Light : Men by retuSng of me, do in Effect, love, 
chuſe, prefer Sin, and Death, and Darkneſs before 
Me, and my Grace, Me and thzt Eternal Life which 
I would give them: Owhat a Sin is this! Chriſt may 
truly fay to Sinners, as Moſer to them of Old, Deut. 
N e 30. 19. 


| theſe Things! 
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30. 19. 1 call Heaven and Earth to record this Day, that 
1 have ſet b:fore you Life and Death, Bleſſing and Curſing ; 
therefore chuſe Life, that ye may live. Now, for them 
that chuſe Death, and reje& Life; to chuſe the Curſes 
and re ject the Blefling: This is a drezdful Sin indeed, 
and the more dreadful : On the one Hand, becauſe 
the Light is ſo lovely and amiable; and on the other 
Hand, the Darkneſs is ſo odious and terrible: As alſo 
becauſe the Obligations which lie upon us to love, 
chuſe, and prefer the Light before Darkneſs, are fo 
weighty and forcible; for Chriſt earneſtly deſires it, 
he graciouſly cour.ſels it, he ſtrictly commands ir, 
and no leſs than a whole Eternity of glorious and 
unſpeakable Happineſs depends upon it. O think of 


3. This Sin of refuſing Chrif, is a Sin which leaves 
you without the leaſt Colour and Excuſe, or Room of 
Appeal for ever; which muſt argue it to be a great 
Sin indeed. Firſt, It leaves you without the leaſt 
colour of Excuſe ; without the leaſt colour of Ex- 
cuſe for Sis, and without the leaſt colour of Excuſe 
why you ſhould not die for Sin: This Chrift himſelf 
is Expreſs in, John 15. 22. If I had not come, and ſpo- 
len to them, they had nat had Sin; but now they have no 
Cloak for their Sin: If 1 had not come and ſpo ken to them, 
(viz. in the Goſpel) revealing my Father's Will, and 
ordering my Self and my Grace to them; They had 
not had Sin, 1. e. not ſo great Sin: But now they have 
no Cloak, no Excuſe for their Sin. Now they have no 
Pretence to make, nothing wherewith to colour or ex- 
teauate their Sin. The Neglect and Refuſal of Chriſt, 
leaves Men altogether inexcuſable, and it will do ſo 
to be ſure in the Iaſt Day: O, when God, in the Day | 
of his Righteous Judgment, ſhall demand of Men that 
have liv'd under the Goſpel, Why they Sin, and have 
ſian'd? Why they are found in their Sins? And be- 
ing found in their Sins, why they ſhould not die for 
ever ? What will they have to ſay, by way of Excuſe 
or Apology for themſelves? Verily, nothing; but 
will be ſpeechleſs, as he is faid to be, Matth. 22. 12, 


They 


not offer 
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They can't ſay, they were not warn'd of the Evil of 
Sin; they can't fay, that Pardon and Salvation were 
d to them; they can't ſay that the Offer 
was not full, and free, and clear: They can't ſay, 
they had to do with an hard Maſter; nor can they ſay, 
that Sin is not worthy of Death; they will have no- 
thing to ſay. Secondly, Ir leaves you without the 
Jeaſt Room or Place of Appeal for ever, I may ſay 
here, as it is ſaid in another Caſe, 1 Sam. 2. 25. If one 
Man ſin againſt another, the Judge ſhall judge him: But if 
a Man ſin againſt the Lord, who ſhall entreat for him? So 
if a Man fin againſt the Law, by tranſgreſſing of it, 
he may appeal to the Goſpel, and the Grace of Chris 
there: But if a Man fin againſt Erift and his Grace 
offer'd in the Goſpel, where then ſhall he appeal? 
Verily, there is no Appeal to be made, no Relief to 
be found for him. If a Man be condemn'd at the 
Seat of Juſtice, as having ſinn'd againſt the Law, he 
may appeal unto the Mercy-ſeat, the Throne of 
Grace, and find ſweet Relief; but if he fin againſt 
the Mercy-ſeat, and the Throne of Grace, then he has 
nothing to appeal to, that may adminiſter Relief to 
him. Now by refuſing of Chrift, we fin againft the 
Throne of Grace; we pull down, what in us lies, the 
Mercy-ſeat: And where then ſhall we appeal? O, 
conſider theſe Things, and learn by them to dread 
this Sin of refuſing Chriſt. I might ſay much more 
to convince you of the hainous Evil of it; but let 
this ſuffice : Sure I am 'tis enough too; and had we 
the due Senſe of it upon our Spirits, it would make 
us tremble at it for ever. 
3. Wouldſt thou indeed be eſpous'd to Chriſt ? 


Then give not way to the Diſcouragement of Senſe, g 
but bear up thy Soul upon the Encouragements of | 


Faith, upon ſuch Goſpel-Principles and Conſiderati- 
ons, as do tend to draw Sinners to Faith in Chri#. 
Poſſibly, upon reading and conſidering the woful Mi- 
ſery of thy Condition without Chriſt, and the dread- 
ful Hainouſneſs of thy Sin and Guilt, in thy long and 
frequent refuſing of him, Diſcouragements not a few 

| may 
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may ariſe within: And indeed, no ſooner uſually does 
a poor Soul look towards Chrift, or think of cloſing 
with him in a Marriage-Covenant, but prefently mul- 
titudes of Diſcouragements ariſe to deter him there- 
from. O, ſays he, what a monſtrous Sinner am 11 
How have I deſpiſed Chriſt and his Grace! How long 
have I ſtood it out againſt him! I have ſerved my 
Luſts all my Days, and reje&ed his Calls. To what 
Purpoſe do I now talk of cloſing with him ? Theſe, 
and Multitudes of ſuch like Diſcouragements do ariſe 
in the Soul; which being given way to, do effectual- 
ly keep him from Chriſt: But if ever, Soul, thou 
wouldſt attain to Union and Communion with him, 
thou muſt ſhut thine Eyes and Heart too againſt all 
Diſcouragements of this Nature : And tho' they preſs 
it upon thee again and again, yet thruſt them out, fix. 
ing thine Eye and Heart upon the Encouragements of 
Faith; dwell much in the Thovghts of them, and 
bear up thy Soul upon fuch Goſpel-Principles and 
Conſiderations, as do tend to weaken Unbelief, and 

beget Faith in the Scul : And for thy Help herein, I 
ſhall mention ſome of theſe Encouragements of Faith, 
or Goſpel-Principles, which I would have thee to be 
ſerious and frequent in the Contemplation of. 

1. The firft Goſpel-Principle, or Encourage ment of 
Faith, which thou ſhouldſt bear up thy Soul upon, 
and be frequent in the Contemplation of, is this, That 
there's a rich, a glorious, and an overflowing Fulneſs 
of all Good trzaſured up in Chriſt, for poor Sinners; 
and that his Grace does abundantly exceed both our 
Wants and Sins. Tis the Work and Nature of Unbe- 
lief, co little and limit the Fulneſs of Chriſt in the Eye 
of the Soul: It ſhews the Soul the Multitude of his 
Sins and Wants, but it conceals and locks up Chriſt's 
Treaſure and Fulneſs: And, whatever we pretend, the 
ground of our not cloſing with Cyhriſt, at leaſt one 
principal one is this, that we doubt of his Fulneſs, we 
do not fee enough in Chrift to ſupply all our Wants, 
and relieve our Diſtreſſes: Unbelief perſuading us, 
that Chriſt is not che Chriſt the Scripture a 
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him to be. But, Soul, away with all ſuck Apprehen - 
ſions, and dwell thou in the Contemplation of Chriſt; 
infiaite Fulneſs : Look to him, as oae infinitely able 
to ſupply thy Wants, to pardon thy Sins, to heal thy 
Maladies, to ſubdue thy Luſts, to ſanctify thy Heart, 
and to ſave thy Soul eternally: Look upon him, as 
the Scripture repreſents him; The Scripture tells 
thee, That i: pleaſea the Father, that in him ſhould al 
Faulneſs dwell, Col. 1. 19 All Fulneſs of Grace and Life, 
all Fulneſs of Peace and Pardon, all Fulaeſs of Righ- 
teouſneſs and Salvation: There is in Chriſt, not on- 
ly a Fulneſs of Abundance, but of Redundance, an 
overflowingFulneſs, a Fulneſs infinitely ſuperabounds 
ing our Sins and Wants. The Scripture tells us, 
That he is able to ſave unto the very uttermeſt all that come 
unto God by him, Heb. 7. 25. Save, able to fave, able 
to fave to the uttermoſt! And that not one or two, 
but all that come unto God by him. The Scriprure 
ſpeaks of Chrifts anſearchable Riches, Eph. 3. 8. The 
Ocean of his Grace is not to be founded by the long- 
eſt Line of the largeſt created Underſtanding. Paul 
experienc'd the ſuperabounding Fulneſs of Grace, and 


has left it upon Record for ourEncouragement ; I Tim. 


I. 14. The Grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant ; it 
was more than enough, I found more Grace in Chrig 
(as one expreſſes it) than I knew what to do withaj : 
And yet, what was this Paul? Himſelf tells you in 
the Verſe before and after, he was a Blaſphemer, à Per- 


ſecutor, and the chief of Sinners; a Man every way of 
as many Sins and Wants as thou art. Accordingly Þ 


view him, and bear up thy Soul in the Face of all 
Diſcouragements. Reaſon thus with thyſelf; Trae, 


my Condition is fad, my Wants are exceeding many, 
and my Sins exceeding grezt. Bur, what then? 1s i 


there no Balm in Gilead? Is there no Phyſician there? Is 


not Chriſt able to fave me, and that co the utmoſt, 3 


notwithſtanding all? Look, O my Soul, yonder is 
ſweer Jeſus upon the Throne, at the Fathers Right 
Hand, full of Grace and Truth; look upon him, and 


conſider ; What are all thy Wants to his Riches and 
| | . .  Fulneſs? 


| Fulneſs? What are all thy Miſeries and Diſtreſſes to 


could cleanſe thee from all! The Blood of Jeſus Chrift 


| Death in me: Bur here is a deeper Fountain of Grace, 


| Sinners dwell more in the View of the glorious Ful- 
neſs of Chrif, they would be mote in love with him 
and hereby would counter-work and undermine Un- 
belief in one of its greateſt Artifices, whereby it keeps 
Souls from him. I thall here, for thy Encouragement 
| only, ſubjoin the Saying of a worthy Divine: Chrif 


ny narrew Scul can conceive. I thire were Ten houſang 
| rhouſend Million of Worlds, and as many Heavens full 
Men and Angels, Chriſt would not be pinched to ſupply their 
| Wants, and to fill them all. Chriſt is a Well of Life; but 
8 who knoweth how deep it is to the Bottom? 


of Faith, which thou ſhouldſt bear up thy Soul upon, 
and be frequent in the Contemplation of, is this; that 
as there is fuch a glorious and inexhauſtible Fulneſs 
in Chriſt, fo this Fulneſs is in him, not for himſelf, 
but to be diſpenſed and communicated to poor Souls 
coming to him. True, may the Soul ſay, here's Fulneſs 
enough, Riches and Treaſures enough of all good in 
Chriſt: But what's this to me, or whe rein does it con- 
cern me? Wherein dots it concern thee ? Why, 'tis 


art: For whatever Fulneſs he has in him'tis treaſured up 
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his Bowels of Mercy? What are all thy Sins to the 
Merit of his Blood? Thy Provocations to his Satiſ- 
faction? Were thy Wants more and greater than they 
are, his Fulneſs could ſupply them all; were thy Sins 
greater and more hainous than they are, his Blood 


cleanſeth from all Sin, 1 John 1. 79. There is infinitely 
more worth in his Merits to pardon and juſtify thee, 
than there is Evil in thy Sins to damn and deſtroy 
thee: True, I have a Fountain of Sin, and Guilr, and 
and Life, and Righteouſneſs in him. See, O my Soul, 


ſee how vaſt and Jarge his Treaſures of Grace and 
Glory are, and bear up thyſelf upon them. O, did 


(fays he) can, andit becometh him well to give more than 


2. The ſecond Goſpel-Principle or Encouragement 


wholly thy Cancern, and the Concern of ſuch as thou 


in him for Souls, for Sinners, yea for the worſt of Sin- 
ners. 
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ners. How ſweet is that Word, Pſal. 68. 18, where, 
ſpeaking of Chriſt, the Holy Ghoſt tells us, That he hath Þ 
received Gifts for Men: He bath received Gifts, i. e. He has 
a Fulneſs of all good in his Hand, and at his Diſpoſe, þ 
and this for Men: I, but T am a Devil (ſays the Soul) 
a Rebel, and what's this to me? Obſerve what fol. | 
lows, and thou wilt find it concerns thee, yea, thee 
eſpecially; He hath received Gifts for Men; yea, for the 
Hence alſo 'tis, that he is ſaid to be 
made Head over all Things in the Church, Eph. 1. 22. He 


Rebellious alſo. 


has all Fulneſs dwelling in him, but tis an Head, and fo 


"tis all for the Uſe and Service of the Body, for every 


poor Soul that comes to him: And therefore tis add- 
ed, Head over all Things to theChurch; 1.e. For the 


Church's Uſe and Service, of which he is Head. Take 
a View of all that Fulneſs that is in Chriſt, and 'tis Þ 
all as much and as really for the Uſe and Service of 
ſuch as come to him, and are made Members of his 
Body, as the Treaſures and Endowments of the natu- 
ral Head are for the Uſe and Service of the natural 
Body, and the Members thereof. And, O what an? 
Encouragement is this to Faith? Tis the Obſervati- 
on of a Learned Man upon the Place laſt quoted: 
Left (ſays he) we ſhould think this great Glory of Chriſt to 
be a Thing that does not concern us, he is there declared te 
' be conflituted and appointed by the Father to be the Head of | 
Well then, Soul, bear up thyſelf Þ 

upon this Encouragement ;. ſay, look, O my Soul, 
look unto ſweet Jeſus, who hath receiv'd Gifts for | 
Men: View him as one that has received a Falnefs | 
of all Grace from the Father; on Purpoſe to be diſpen- 
ſed and communicared to thee, and ſuch as thou art. 
He has Life in him, and he has it for thee; he has 
Peace and Pardon in him, and he has it for thee ; he 
has Wiſdom: and Righteouſneſs, Grace and Glory in 
him, and he has it for thee, and ſuch as thou art; 
and thefore go to him, expect all from him. . 
3. The ThirdGoſpel-Principle and Encouragement |} 


the whole Church. 


of Faith, which thou ſhouldſt bear up thy Soul up- 


on, and dwell much in the Contemplation of, is —_ : 
| | c 


That there is a perfect Freedom and Willingneſs in 
q Chriſt, yea, tis even genuine and natural to him to 
I beſtow himſelf, with all the glorious Riches and Ful- 
Y neſs, upon poor Souls coming to him. Chriſt (as you 
heard) has all this Fulneſs in him as an Head; ſo you 
have itexpreſly, Col. 1. 18, 19. Now, as 'tis genuine 
and natural to the Head to miniſter Influence to the 
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— 5 of our Salvation. 
c t Nature, is the firſt Spring and Fountain of all Grace; 
bat the Human Nature of Chriſt is, as it is were, a 
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Members; fo 'tis even genuine and natural to Chriſt 
to communicate his Grace to poor Souls. Beſides, 
all that Fulneſs that is in Chriſt, 'cis in him not as God 
only, but as Man: Tis depoſited and treaſured up in 

| Human Nature: 7: pleaſed the Father, that in him ſhould 


all Fulneſs dwell, Col. 1. 19. In him, i. e. (as a Learn» 


ed Man expreſſes it) in the Man Chriſt, or in that Hu- 
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becauſe he is the Son of Man, 


te 


Lo. 
2 


| man Nature in which he died and tranſa#ed the Buſimeſs 


*Tis true, the Godhead or Divine 


ſecond Spring and Fountain of Grace, that is, a Trea- 


ſury or Storehouſe, wherein all Grace is laid up for 
al BY vs. Hence tis ſaid, That as the Father hath Life in him- 


* ſelf, ſo he hath given to the Son to have Life in himſelf 3 


John 5. 26, 27. Chriſt as 


God hath Life, i. e. all Grace originally and indepen- 


477 dently in him, as the Father hath: Indeed as God, 


ſelf Life and Grace given to him. The Sum then is, that 


. j that glorious Fulneſs of Grace that is in Chriſt for 


he is the ſame infinite and independent Fountain of 


Sinners, is fountain'd up in his Human Nature. And 
being fountain'd up in his Human Nature, it will, 
and can't but flow, yea, overflow too, upon poor 
Souls that caſt themſelves upon him. The Truth is, 
"tis to charge Chriſt with Unkindneſs and Unfaith- 
fulneſs both at once, to ſuppoſe himſelf} unwilling 
to communicate Himſelf and his Fulneſs to Sinners 
coming to him. And, Soul, canſt thou find in thy. 
Heart to lay ſo black a Charge upon, ſo ſweet and 
good a Chriſt ? Tis the Way and Work of the Devil 
and Unbelief, to perſuade Souls, that Chriſt will not- 
receive them, nor communicate his Grace. and Ful- 
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neſs to them, though they ſhould come to him; 
which they endeavour to do, from the Conſideration: 
of his Greatneſs and Holineſs, together with their 
Vileneſs and Sinfulneſs. Chriſt, ſay they, is choice 
and peculiar in his Love and Reſpects, as great Per- 
ſons uſe to be: He willknow his Diſtance, and he will 
make Sinners know theirs : But, Soul, deal with this, as 
from the Devil and Unbelief; reject it as a Reproach 
thrown upon Chriſt, and dwell much in the Contem- 
plation of his infinite Willingneſs to receive and fave 
the worſt of Sinners that come to him. Reaſon it a 
little with thyſelf: Why did he become Incarnate? 
Why did he bleed and die? Why does he woo, and 
wait, and offer, and call, and ſtrive with poor Sin- 


ners to win them to himſelf? Does it not all argue a 


Willingneſs and Readineſs in him to give forth, both 
himſelf and his Fulneſs to them? 


4. The fourth Goſpzl-Principle, or Encouregement ? 


of Faith, which thou ſhouldſt bear up thy Soul upon, 
and dwell much in the Contemplation of, 1s this: 


Thar the only Spring and Principle of all that ever N 


Chriſt does for poor Sinners, from firſt to laſt, is 
from his own Soveraign Grace and Love. Twas his 
Love that brought him down from Heaven, and that 
led him out to bleed and die for them. Hence, Eph. 
5. 25. He is ſaid t love his Church, and give himſelf for 
it. Tis his Love, his free Love, that ficſt draws them 
to himſelf, and allures them into Covenant wath 


him: I have loved thee with an Everlaſiing Love; there | 
fore with Loving-kinadneſs have I drawn thee, Jer. 31. 3» 


It is his Love that receives them, that pardons chem, 


that beſtows Life and Salvation upon them. Hence | 
all is ſaid to be of Grace, even the whole of our Sal- 
vation, Eph. 2. 8. Hence he is repreſented to us as | 


ſitting upon a Throne of Grace, and there tis that he 


invites us to come to him, and from thence gives out 


all to us, Heb. 4, 16. and therefore to that Throne we 
though Sinners, may come boldly : He is upon a 
Throne ; and therefore we may aſſure ourſelves that 
he will do great Things for Sinners coming to _ ; 

0 
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He will act like a King, Pardon like a King, fave like 
aKing; do all with kingly Greatneſs and Magnifi- 
cence. And it1s a Throne of Grace, a Throne that 
reigns Grace, a Throne whereon Grace fits in Impe- 


rial Majeſty, and decrees all for poor Sinners coming 


to it; and ſo does all freely, all in a way of Sovereign 
Grace and Love: Hence that Language, I will have 
Mercy, becauſe I will have Mercy; I will Pardon, be- 
cauſe I will Pardon; I will fave, becauſe I will fave. 
Now, what an Encouragement is this to Faith; and 


| how if rightly weighed and conſidered, would it daſh 
all the Pleas of Unbelief to Pieces, and ſweetly draw 


the Soul on to a Cloſe with Chriſt in a Marriage-Cos 
venant? For pray conſider, What is the Nature of a 
Sovereign Grace and Love? The Nature of it, is to 
act from itſelf to itſelf, without any Conſideration of 


8 any Thing in us, without reſpecting either the Wore 


thineſs or the Unworthineſs of the Creature at all. 
The Nature of it is ſuch, that 'cis neither conſtrain» 


ed to, nor reſtrained from doing good to Souls, by 
any Thing either of Good or Evil in them; bur all 
runs freely: And therefore no Matter what J am, 


though never ſo vile 2nd wretched in myſelf, while 


| I have to do with ſuch Love; and ſuch Love is the 
Spring of all Chriſts Dealings with me, and Carriages 


towards me. 
5. The fifth Goſpel. Principle, or Encouragement 


Jof Faith, which thou ſhouldſt bear up thyſelf upon, 
and dwell much in the Contemplrtion of, is this; 


That the greateſt Deſign of Chriſt in all his Under» 


g takings for, and Diſpenſations towards Sinners, is 
the illuſtrating and enthroning of his own Grace; 
and the more vile, ſinful, 


and forlorn a Wretch 
chou art, the more will his Grace be enthroned and 
illuſtrated in thine Acceptance with him, Chriſt in 


bis Dealings with, and for Sinners, does not only act 
from a Principle of Sovereign Grace, but in all he 


carries on a Deſign to enthrone that Grace of his, 
and to make it glorious for ever; yea, and he * 
an 


* 
tx 
F, 
73 
* 
14 
% 
y * 
2 
1 
v 
q 
64 
15. 
. 
* 
* 
1 
3 
3 
BY 


4 
J 
14 
15. 
N. 
Fo 
* 3 
7 = 4 
ot 
x 


A 
0 2 2 * 
n " 
4 8 SEE ON Wo, 
” 


# e. 
IR — 2 . 
— a9 — 
— 22 
2 * 


_ 


142 The Beſt Match : Or, | 


and will a& ſuitably to ſuch a Deſign. "Tis not whaſi v 


ſuch and ſuch Sinners do, or do not deſerve, (ſay, {; 
Chriſt) that I am to mind, but what my Grace cin a: 
do for them, and what will make moſt for the Glo. u 


ry of that Grace, what will ſet the brighteſt Crown] fi 


upon its Head: This is evident, Epbeſ. 1. 6, 12, 14. fc 
which was opened before upon another Occaſion: a 
Hence thoſe whom he ſaves, he faves in ſuch a way, it 


as may moſt lift up his own Grace, his Deſign there. C 


in being, that Grace might Reign, as you have it, Ron. 1 
5. 21, Hence you read of his ju#ifying of the Ungodly, 4 
Rom. 4. 5. He will have his Grace triumph over C 
every Soul whom he ſaves. Now what an Encourage. pt 
ment is this to Faith? Chriſt not only ſits upon 1g. 
Throne of Grace, but alſo his Deſign in dealing with th 
Sinners, is to ſet his Grace upon the Throne. Sinner, hi 
the more vile and ſinful thou art, the more ſuitable is 
it is to Chriſt's Deſign to ſave thee ; for, the more th 
vile and ſinful thou art, the greater Name and Glory ta 
will his Grace get in. thine Acceptation and Salvation th 


by him: The more vile and ſinful thou art, the great. an 


er will be the Declaration of Grace on Chriſt's Parti 

in thine Acceptance and Salvation. O, when Chriſt of 
ſhall Pardon a Soul ſo Guilty, receive a Soul ſo ſin. an 
ful, reconcile a Soul that is ſuch an Enemy az thou T 
art; how will this declare the glorious Riches of his at 
Grace, in the View both of Men and Angels? This an 
will ſbew forth the exceeding Riches of his Grace, as the T 
Expreſſion is, Epheſ. 2. 7. And the more vile and F: 
ſinful thou art, the greater will be the Admiration off m 
Grace for ever on thy Part: Where much is forgi- T 
ven, there will be the return of much Love, much ha 
Praiſe, Luke 7. 474 O, who am I (fays the Soul, Pc 
when once received to Mercy, though more than or. 
dinary vile and ſinful) who am I, that J ſhould find} 
Grace in Chriſts ſight ? What, ſuch a Rebel, and yet 
pardon'd? Such an Enemy, and yet reconcild ? Such 
a black Devil, and yet waſht, and made white in the 
Blood of the Lamb? Such a Fiend of Hell, and yet 


made a Favourite of Heaven? Such a filthy deformed}ſh Pe 


Wr etch, 
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what Wretch, and yet taken into the pure and lovely Bo- 
(Gays ſom of ſweet JESUS? O Grace, Grace! How rich 
can and free is Grace? And, O what Praiſe and Hallelujahs 
Glo. will there be tuned upon the Tongues and Spirits of 
own ſuch to God and the LAMB for ever! When there. 
14. fore thou wouldſt go to Chriſt, and Diſcouragements 
ion: ariſe to keep thee back from him, thou ſnhouldſt dwell 
way, in the Thoughts of, and bear up thy Soul upon this 
ere. Conſideration, reaſoning thus with thyſelf; True, 
Rom. I am a vile Wretch, the chief of Sinners, one on all 
0 Accounts worthy to be abhorred, and caſt off by 
over Chriſt : But what then? Chriſt acts towards Sinners, 
age. purely from a Principle of Grace and Love; he re- 
n 1 gards neither Worthineſs, nor Unworrhineſs; whe. 
with ther a great Sinner or a little Sinner, tis all one to 
mer him as to his accepting of me. Moreover, his Deſign 
able is to Crown his Grace, and render that glorious ; and 
nore the more vile I am, the more that Deſign of his will 
lory take in mine Acceptation and Salvation: How vile 
tion there fore ſoever I am, I will caſt myſelf upon him, 
reat · ¶ and put in for zn Eſpouſal with him. 

Part 6. The ſixth Goſpel- Principle, or Encouragement 
hriſt of Faith, which thou ſhouldſt bear up thyſelf upon, 
ſin. and dwell much in the Contemplation of, is this - 
rhouſ That is the Glory and Perfection of Chriſt, as Medi- 
F his ator, to receive Sinners, and to give out himſelf 
This and his Fulneſs to them, when they come to him. 
the This, if rightly weighed, will mightily help on 
and Faith, and lift the poor Soul over his Diſcourage- 
n off ments, into the Boſom and Embraces of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Ig To underſtand it aright, you muſt know, that Chriſt 
wch has a two. fold Glory and Perfection; The Glory and 
oul, Perfection of his Perſon, as he is the Son of God: 
And the Glory and Perfection of his Office, as he is 


1 or- 

find Mediator and Head of the Second Covenant. The 

| yet Glory and Perfection of his Perſon, as the Son of 
uch God, that is infinitely compleat and full, that ad-: 
the. mits neither of Diminution nor Augmentation, be ing 
yet unchangeably the ſame for ever. But the Glory and 


med Perfectien of his Office, as Mediator, that in a great 
teh, Meaſure. 
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Meaſure ariſes from his receiving Sinners,and beſtow. 
ing himſelf and his Grace upon them when they 
come to him ; and rhe more Sinners he receives, and 
the more Grace he gives out to them, the greater his 
Glory and Perfection in this Reſpect is: And it may 
be truly ſaid, that Chriſt in receiving and giving out 
Grace to Sinners when they come to him, does in- 
and more 
and more compleat and perfect himſelf, as Head and 
Mediator; Hence the Church is called , Fulxeſ;, 


creaſe the Revenue of his own Glory, 


Eph. 1, 3. God gave him to be Head over all things 10 
the Church, which is his Body, the Fulneſs of him that 
filled al in al. Now, if the Church is Chriſts Ful. 
neſs, then the more that is filled and compleated by 
his receiving Sinners to himſelf, and giving out 
Grace to them; the more full and complcat himſelf 
as to his Mediatory Honour and Perfection, Grows: 
Hence alſo Saints are {aid to be the Glory of Chriſt, 2 
Cor. 8. 23. 


beeauſe they do, or ſhould actually glorifie him, but 
alſo becauſe he has received them, and laid out his 
Grace upon them, and it is his Grace only that 
ſkines forth in them. Hence that Obſervation of 
Calvin upon the Place, They (ſgys he) that excel muſt 


in Grace and Holineſs, they peculiar.y are the Glory ef 


Chrift ; becauſe they have nothing but by Jrce Gift fron 
Chrift: Hence alſo Chrift tells us, that he rs glorified en 
them, Joh. 17; 10. And he ſays expreſly, That the Spirit 
ſhall glorifie him, becauſe he fhall receive of his and give 
it unto us, John 16. 14. By all which ir appears, chat 
tis the Glory and Perfection of Chriſt, as Mediator, 
to receive Sinners coming to him, and to beſtow 
himſelf and his Grace upon them, In ſhore, my Be- 
loved, all that ever Chriſt has done for, and is made 
off God to poor Sinners; all his A&s, and all his 
Offices, as Mediator, do receive their ultimate Per- 
fection in their full Influences on us and our Salvati- 
on. And as Chriſt receives his Name and Denomi- 


nation of a Saviour, from his Relation to, ny 
Or 


As Chriſt zlone is their Glory. ſo they 
alſo are his Glory: And how his Glory? Not only 
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bow. ore poor Sinners to redeem and ſave them; ſo the 
they Perfection of this Office, and thoſe Acts of his, do 
ande in the full Accompliſhment of our Salvation: 
r his \nd indeed, they would all be bur vain and weak 


may 
out 
in- 


Acts, ſhould he not fully fave us coming to him. 
„what Encouragement is here to Faich, and how 
uſt Unbelief ſink and die before this Conſideration, 
f righty improv'd! True, (may the Soul fay) I am 
ile, ſinful, and unworthy, but 'tis the Honour of 
neſs (Ckriſt to receive me ; tis his Glory to beſtow him- 
% elf and his Grace upon me, tis his Perfection, as a 
a: i lediator, to accept and ſave me, and ſuch as Jam; 
ul. nd therefore why ſhould I be diſcourag'd ? I will 
by zo co him, and caſt myſelf upon him. Thus bear 
out up your Souls upon, and encourage your Faith 
elf, Nrith theſe Goſpel-Principles, which is greatly ne- 
s: reſſary, and will not a little conduce to an Eſpouſal 
» 2 Werween Chriſt and you. 
ey 4. Wouldſt thou indeed be eſpous'd to Chriſt ? 
My rhen take Heed of all Jealouſies of him, and Pre- 
ut Nudices againſt him; and be ſure ever to maintain 
his ight Thoughts of him. One of the great Deſigas of 
nat WS iran, and one of the Workings of Unbelief, is to 
ol Wrejudice Souls againſt Chriſt, and to fill them with 
off ard jealous Thoughts of him; which if they can 
) prevail in, they infalliby keep the Soul from clo. 
„ Wing with him in a Marriage-Covenant. If a Woman 
e Wis Jealouſies and hard Thoughts of a Man, and be 
ird with Prejudices againſt him, ſhe is never like 
to enter into a Marriage-Covenant with him, And 
at Ino more will a Soul cloſe wich Chrift in a Marriage- 
ovenant, as long as he is fill'd with hard Thoughts 


of him, and Prejudices againſt him: Watch there- 
ore againſt this. The Devil together with the Un- 
le belief of our own Hearts, will frame up a Thouſand 


range Notions and Repreſentations of Chriſt in the 
Soul, thereby to prejudice us againſt Chriſt, but take 
eed of all theſe, and be ſure to maintain right 
houghts and Apprehenſions of him. Particularly 


ere take only two Things. 
here take only ing = 


* 
* 
1 8 
je 
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r, Be ſure to maintain honourable Thoughts of 


1 -his Perfon : Look upon him as a Perſon of Glory, and 


as having all Excellencies in him. Tis the Work 
and Nature of Uabelief, to daiken and obſcure the 


Perfon of Chriſt, ro make that appear vile and con- 


temptible in the Eye of the Soul, whereby it does 
effectually ſtrengthen itſelf within him: And indeed, 


there is nothing more prevalent to keep the Soul from 


Chriſt, tham an Ignorance of, or Prejudice againſt 


his Perſonal Worth and Excellencies. This was that 
which made the Jews ſo generally reject him: They 


aw no Beauty in him for which they ſhould deſire him, nor 


did they diſcera Form or Comelineſs in him; and theres. 
fore rejected him, Iſa. 53. 1, 2. They lock'd no fur. 
ther than the outward Form, the Veil of his Fleſh, 
they ſaw not his Divine Beauty, and ſo diſpiſed him, 
And, my Beloved, unleſs we look within this Veil, 


and come to view and contemplate him, as a Perſon 


of Glory, we alſo fhall reje& him to our Eternal 
Perdition. Pray obſerve, *tis the Perſon of Chriſt 
that puts Worth and Virtue in all his Doings, and 


all his Sufferings; all his Offices, and all his Pro- 


miſes: Tis the Worth and Excellency of his Perſon, 
that makes his Blood fo precious, his Promiſes ſo 
ſweet, his Righteouſneſs ſo glorious, his Grace ſo 
eff cacious, his Love fo endezring : Tis the Worth 


and Excellency of his Perſon, that gives Authority 


to all the Commands of Faith, and does awe the 
Heart to Obedience; 'tis the Worth and Excellency 
of his Perſon that is one of the moſt powerful Attra- 
Etives to draw and allure the Hearts of the Sons of 
Men to him: If therefore his Perſon be undervalued, 
if the Dignity and Glory of that be not ſeen, we are 
never like to enter into aMarriage-Covenantwith him. 
Therefore, Soul, if ever thou wouldſt be efpouſed 
to this Chriſt, always meintain honovrable Thoughts 
of his Perſcn: Behold his Glery, as the Giory of the only 
begotten of the Father, and beg him more and more to 


reveal his Perſonal Worth and Excellencies to thee. 
0 4 | " 


2. Be 
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2. Be ſure always to maintain good Thoughts of 

is Ways, Kingdom, and Government: Admit nov 
of one Jealouſy of Chrift, as if he were an hard, ſe- 
ere Husband ; as if he carried it with Rigour and 
de verity towards his Spouſes : If the Devil and Un- 
believers fail in their other Attempts, then they en- 
eavour to prejudice Souls againſt Chriſt, perſuading 
hem he is an hard Maſter, an auſtere Husband, that 
ules with intolerable Rigor and Severity : I know, 
aus he in the Goſpel, That thox waſt an auſtere Man, 
Matth. 25. 24. And hereby the Soul is icared from 
rift. But, Soul, as ever thou wouldſt be eſpouſed 
o him, take heed of any ſuch Jealouſy of him, or 
ccjudice againſt him, keeping up good Thoughts 
f Him and his Ways, Him and his Government; 
nd be much in contemplating the Sweetneſs both 
f him and his Ways. Is he ſevere? Pray, where 
ies his Severity ? Does he call you to bear his Yoke: 
e does, but 'tis an eaſy Yoke: Does he e join you 
o bear his Burthen ? He does, but it is a lighr Bur- 
hen: My le is eaſy, and my Burthen is light, Matth. 
1. 29, 30. Does he expe& you ſhould take up the 
roſs? H Coes, but it is a ſweet Croſs, a gainiul 
roſs, an honourable Croſs, a Croſs that is inlaid 
ith Love, and overlaid with Divine Sweerneſ:; a 
roſs that has a Crown annex'd to it, even a Crown of 
ife, Rev. 2. 10. A Croſs that is a Crown here; 
dr *eis an Honour to ſuffer for Chrift, Acts 5. 47. 
nd a Croſs that will greaten and brighten that our 
ro wn hereafter, Matth. 5. 11, 12. Bl:ſſtd are ye, when 
en ſhall revile you, and perſecute you ; for great is your 
eward in Heaven. Does he call you to per form 
Ich and ſoch Services? He does, but withal he 
ves you Strength to perform them, belping your 
rmities by his good Spirit, Rom. 8. 26 and in Cate 

du fail, and come ſhort in and of what he calls for. 
hat then? Why then, he pities and ſpares you, as a 

ther doth his Son that ſerveth him, he overlooks your 
alings and DefeQts, Mal. 3. 17. Can you do no- 
ing, only you — mind to ſerve him? je hy 
2 their 
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then, he accepts of that willing Mind according to what 
you have, ani not according to what you have not, 2 Cor. 
8. 12. When you can't pour out 2 Prayer, a Sigh, 
a Groan is accepted by him. Will he have the 
Throne in you, and rule in your Souls? He will; 
but this way of Rule is moſt ſweet; for he rules 
with Love, and he rewards with Life ; and he gives 
a Throne for a Throne, a Throne in Glory for a 
Throne in your Souls: What ſhall I ſay ? His Ways 
are ail Way: of Pleaſantneſs, and his Paths are all Peace. 
Prov. 3.17. And O, what Pleaſure, what Solace ard 


Satisfaction of Soul is there to be found in walking 


in them! In a Word, his whole Service is perfect 
Freedom, and there is no true Freedom but in his 
Ways and Service. Tis a great Saying which I have 
read in one of the Ancients, Who (ſays he) would 
not Reign? But wouidſi thou reign happily ? Serve kind 
Jeſus, and thou ſhalt reign, becauſo to ſerve him is true 
reigning. Thus you fee there is no juſt Reaſon for 
hard T houghts of Chrif in this ReſpeQ, but rather 
| the contrary: Accordingly anſwer, and throw off all 
- thoſe black Reproaches, which the Devil and Unbe- 
lief caſt upon this good Lord; and be ſure to mzin- 
tain good T houghts of him, and his Ways, which 
will not a little conduce to the promoting of an 
Eſpouſal between him and thee. 
F. Weuldſt thou indeed be eſpouſed to Chriſt ? 
Then ftudy and contemplate much how infinitely 
grate ful and acceptable Chriſt is: Sinners know not, 
or if they know, they conſider not, who, or what 
Chriſt is; they mind not how acceptable a Good he 
is to Souls; and therefore they flight him: Haaft 


F rhou knw, ſays Chriſt ro the Woman, the Gift of God, 


and who it is that ſpeaketh to thee, thou woulaſt have 


asked him, and he wonld have given thee living Water, 
John 4. 10. Truly did Men + know Chriſt, and his 


infinite Acceptableneſs, they would run to him, and 
cloſe with him in a Marriage -· Covenant: Study theres 
fore and contemplate this much, thereby poſſeſſing 
thy Soul with a deep Senſe of it. The Apoſtle ſpeak- 

„ 
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ing but of one Truth concerning Chriſt, tells us, 
it is worthy of all Acceptation, 1 Tim. 1. 16 And if 
ſo, what Acceptation muſt Chriſt himſelf, yea, Chriſt, 
with all his Truth, and all his Treaſures both, be 
worthy of? And how ſhould our Souls cleave to 
him, and take him into our Embraces ? There are 
among others, five Things which ſpeak a Good to 
be eminently grateful and zcceptable : Worth and 
Excellency ; Uſefulneſs and Serviceablenefs ; Suita- 
bleneſs and Conveniency ; Sweetneſs and Delight; 
Durableneſs and Unchangeableneſs in all; all which 


are found in Chriſt, who tenders himſelf and his 


Love to us. | 3 
I. There is Worth and Excellency in Chriſt, yea 
incomparable Worth and Excellency. The Apoſtle 
ſneaks of an excelling Excellency that there is in 
the Knowledge of Chriſt, Phil. 3. 8. Now the Know- 
Tedge of Chrif is ſo excellent, becauſe Chrift is ex- 
cellent : Chri# indeed is all Worth, all Excellency : 
He is an infinite Ocean of Beauty and Glory ; he is 
chieſeſt among Ten Thouſand, and a'togethey lovely, Cant. 
5. 19, 16. All Excellencies dwell in him, as in 
their proper Fountain; and they meet and are uni- 
ted in him, as Lines in their proper Centre. Some 
Beauty, ſome Excellencies you find ſcattered up and 
down.among the Creatures ; the Saints, and Angels, 
the Sun, Moon, and Stars, and the like: But alas! 
"Tis ſcattered, and 'tis ſcattered but here and there 
a Drop; but in Chrif you have all Beauty, all 
Worth, all Excellency in a bleſſed Union and Con- 
junction: You have all in one, and that unchangea- 
bly. O, what a Portion is Chriſt (ſays one;) O, that the 
Saints would dig deeper into the Treaſures of his 


Wiſdom and Excellencies. Truly 'tis ſweet digging 


there; and there, in ſome Sort, there will be Room 
for digging to all Eternity; for even through Eter- 


nity new Wonders of Glory will ariſe, new Beauties. 


and Excellencies will appear, and ſhine forth in Chris 
What ſhall I ſay ? He has in him all the Excellenae. 
of both Worlds; and is indeed deſervedly the Won 
G 3 der 
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der of both: In him there is a Confluence of all th 
lovely Properties, the drawing Attributes, the r: 
viſhing Beauties, the bright ſhining and gloriou 
Perfections of the infinitely Bleſſed Deity : Hence, 
ſays he. all that the Father hath, is mine ; which may 
be underſtood of his Divine Perfections, John 16. 13 
Hence alſo he is ſaid to be equal with God, Phil.: 
G 1. 2. Look. whatever Divine Perfefions there are it 
God the Father, they all are found in Chriſt: In himi 
expreſs'd the whole Perſon of the Father, the whole Efſenc: 
Being, and Beauty of the Father: And (as a Learned 
Man has obſerv'e ;) Chriſt the Son is in all Things lil 
"the Fat her; this only accepted, that he is nat the Peru 
of t he Father. Hence allo he is ſaid to be th Bright 
neſi of his Father's Glory, and the Expreſs Image of hi 
Perſon, Heb. 13 All the Fathers Glories and Ex 
cellencies do ſhine forth in him, and he perfect! 


. repreſents the Father ro us. Thus Chrift is a Perſon 


of Excellency ; and ſo moſt acceptable. And, O wht 
would not accept and embrace ſuch a Chriſt ? And 
how great a Wickedneſs is it to reject him? I can! 
bur here take up the Complaint of an Holy Man: 
O pity, pity for evermore (ſays he) that there ſhould | 
ſuch an one as Chrift Jeſus, ſo boundleſs, ſo bortomleſ;, |, 
incomparable. ſo infinite in Excillency and Sweetne|, 
and ſo few that will take him: They miſerably loſe thei 
Love (ſays he) who will not beftow it upon this love 
One. : | 

2. There is Uſefulneſs and Serviceableneſs in Chrif 
As Chriſt is a Pe;ſon of the higheſt Excellency f 
of the greateſt and moſt abſolute Need, Uſe and Ser. 
vice to poor Souls: Indeed he is the one needſul Good 
Luke 10 42. Chriſt is fo much needed by, and 6 
much Ule and Service to poor Souls, that they can't 


paſſi ly do well and be happy without him. Prayſf 


e nſider we provoke God, and he is angry with u,; 


and by Chriſt alone 'cis, that we receive the Aton: 


ments Rm F. 11. We Sin and load ourſelves with 


Giutlr ; and by Chriſt alone "ris, that we are or calf 


be diſckarg'd from it: In him have we Redemprin 
| - throug! 


The Souls Eſpouſal to CHRIST. 15 


through his Blood, even the Forgiveneſs of Sins, Eph. 1. 


7. We have an hard and impenitent Heart, an Heart 
that cannot repent; and by Chriſt alone tis, that 
we can obtain Repentance, he being exalted to give Re- 
pentance unto Iſtael, as well at Remiſſion of Sins, Acts 
5. 31. We are at a dreadful diſtance from God: 
afar of, (as the Scripture ſpeaks) and by Chriſt and 
him alone 'tis, that we are made nigh. hat ſhall J 
fay ? The beſt of Saints, as well as the worſtof Sin- 
ners, have an abſolute need of Chriſt, and he is of 


daily Uſe and Service to them; neither can they. 


live one Day, or one Hour witheut him: Indeed 
he is their Life, and without him therefore they 
are dead and undone, as well as others: Without” 
him they can do nothing, John i5 5. Without him 
every Vuty will be too hard, every Burthen 
will be too heavy, every Temptation will be too 
ſtrong, every Luſt will be too mighty for them; 
without him they would yet fall ſhorr of rhe Eter- 
nal Reſt, and would make Shipwrack of Faith, Souls, 
and all for ever. Without him neither Saints, nor Sin- 

ners can have any Acceſs to God, any Entercouſe or 

Communion with him, in which, notwithſtanding, . 
the whole of our Happineſs, both in Time and E- 
ternity, lies, I am the Way, (ſays he) and no Man 
cometh to the Father but by me, John 14. 6. And through 
him, ſays the Apoſtle, we have acceſs unto the Father 

by one Spirit, Epheſ. 2. 18, Without him we could 

have no, Peace with God; for he alone is our Peace, 
Epi. 2. 14. And having Peace with God, without 

him we could not maintain our Peace one Hour, it 

being he alone that is our Advocate and Propitiation 

with the Father, 1 John 2. 1, 2 Thus he is every way 

moſt needful, and moſt uſeful to Eternal Souls. O0 
how grateful, how acceptable then is he, and ought 

to be to us ! ; | 

3. There is ſuitableneſs and conveniency alſo in 

Chriſt to the Souls of Men: The Suitableneſs and 
Conveniency of any Good renders it acceptable to us. 
& 5+ | How - 
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Hou acceptable is Bread to an hungry Man, becauſe 
Good ſuitable co him? How acceptable is Drink to 
a thirſty Man, becauſe a Good ſuitable to him? 
Now there is an admirable Suitableneſs and Conveni. 
ency in Chriſt co the Souls of Men, and that in al 
the Caſes of them : Why then ſhould he not be ac. 
ceptable to them? One (I remember) repreſents the 
Suitableneſs of Chriſt to the Souls and wants of Sin. 
ners thus; the whole Perſon, Nature, and Offices of 
Chriſt (ſays he) are ſo ſuited and proportioned to all 
the variety of Needs in us, that they are as a Key for 
a Lock, there is Ward for Ward, every thing done in 
the Key ſuitable tothe Lock: And indeed ſo tis here, 
Chriſt and his Fulneſs being exactly ſuited to us and 
our Wants; We are ſick, and ſick to Death, and 
Chriſt is a Phy ſician, Matth. 9. 12. And what more 
Tuitable to the ſick than a Phyſician ? We are ſinful, 


and ſinful to Damnation; we are loſt Sinners, and 


Chriſt is a Saviour: and who, or what more ſuitable 
to loſt Sinners than a Saviour? We are poor Captives, 
the Captives of Sin and Satan, in Bondage to Death 
and the Curſe ; and Chriſt is a Redeemer ? We are 
under the Tyranny and Uſurpation of many mighty 
powerful Luſts, Luſts that are impoſing upon us eve- 
ry Hour; and we are no ways able to deal with them, 
But Chriſt is a Great and puiffant King, who can ſub- 
due all, and whoſe Arrows fhall be ſharp in the Hearts 
of all his and our Enemies; and what more ſuitable 
to Perſons in ſuch a Circumſtance than ſuch a King? 
We are Dead, and Chriſt is Life; and what more 
ſuitable for the Dead than Life? We are poor and 
miſerable, and Chriſt is Gold to enrich us. 
n:iked ? Chriſt is Cloathing for us. 
He i: Eye-falve for us: Are we in Priſon ? He is Li- 
berry : Are we Hungry ? He is Bread: Are we T hir- 


fly ? He is the Water of Life, which thoſe that drink | 


of, ſhall never thirſt: Are we troubled ? He is Reſt: 
Are we drooping and deſponding ? He is the Conſo- 
Jation of J1ſ-ael: Are we bewilder'd ? He is a Guide: 


Are we born down in our ſpiritual Conflicts? _—y 
EE the 


Are wet 
Are we blind ? F 
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the Captain of our Salvation, who will fight for us: 
O how ſuitable every Way is Chriſt to Souls, and be- 
ing ſo ſuitable, why ſhould he not be acceptable to 
us: Poor Sinner! Is there any in Heaven or Earth 
that will ſo ſuit and anſwer the various Wants and 
Caſes of thy Soul, as Chrift does and will? Why then 
ſhouldſt thou not account him worthy of all Accep= 
tation? | 

4. There is a Sweetneſs and Delight in Chriſt: 


' Trahit ſua quemque voluptas, (ſays the Poet) every one 


is drawn and allur'd by Pleaſure and Delight. What 
is it that makes Sin, that curſed thing Sin, pleaſing 
and gratefol to ſo many? Surely one great Thing is, 
that Pleaſure and Delight which they find, at leaſt 
promiſe themſelves to find in it. And indeed gene- 
rally, the more ſweet and delightiul Things are, the 
more readily and greedily they are embraced by the 
Sons of Men + Why then ſhould nor Chriſt be grate= 
ful and acceptable to us? Is there any ſo Sweer, ſo 
Pleaſant, ſo Delightful as he? He is a Fountain of 
Sweetneſs, as well as Excellency. 1 find kim ſo ſweet 
(iays an Holy Man ſocaking of Chriſt) hart wy Love, 
ſuppoſe I would charge it to remove from him, it would not 
obey me. How tweet is his Love ! Thy Love is better 
than Wine, ſays the Spouſe, Cant 1. 2. This is that 
beſt Wine which goeth down ſweetly, cauſing the Lips of 
thoſe that are aſleep to ſpeak, Cant. 7.9. Vea, this is 
that will cauſe a dead Man to ſpezk and live, as an 
Holy Man ſpeaks concerning it. Experienced Souls 
will tell you, that there is more Sweetneſs in one de- 
ſcent of Love from Chrilt, than in all Delights cf Sin 
and the Cres ture. This is that which ſweerens the 
ſharpeſt Affliction; yea, this is that, and that alone, 
which ſweetens Death itſelf, and enables the Soul 
truly to. triumph over, Rem. 8. latter end. O the 
ſwcer bathing that there is in the Founriin of Chriſt's 
Love! How ſweet are his Fruits? 1 ſat down under 
his Shadow, lays the Spouſe, with great delight, and his 
Fruits were ſweet to my Taſte, Cant 2. 3. By Fruits, . 
underſtand the Purchaſe of . and the an 
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of his Love, Peace, Pardon, Righteovſneſs, Juſtifica- 
tion, Sanctification, and Holineſs, Acceptance with 
God, and the like. And O how ſweet are theſe ! 
How pleaſant are theſe! With what Solace and Satis. 
faction may a believing Soul Feed and Feaſt himſelf 
upon theſc ! How ſweet is his Preſence, Entercourſe, 
and Commun:on with him ! This made the Spouſe 
to be glad, and rejoice in him, Cant. 1. 4. This Indeed 
ſets the Soul down at the very Gate of Heaven, where 
he ſays, tis good to be here. Tis a bleſſed Exclama- 
tion which I find one of the Ancients break out into; 
O how good, and hew ſweet ! O how good and how pleaſant 
is it, to dwell with thee, moſt ſweet Jeſus ; to converſe 
with thee, to reveal the concerns of our Souls to thee, and 
ro enj y thy Conſolations ! And again elſewhere , O theu 


 anoft ſweet and moſt loving Jeſus, how ſweet is it to think 


of thee ! For while we are ſpeaking and thinking of thee, 
thru art ſweetly preſent with us, and our Souls are filled 
with delight in the Odours of thine Ointments. Aud yet 
once more; O Lord, when at any time I partake in this 
Joy, (ſpeaking of the Joy of Communion with him) 


 Tery out, Lord tis good to be here; let us build three Ta- 


bernacles here, one for Faith, one for Hope, one for Love. 
And indeed who is there that does not find an incom- 


* Parable Sweerneſi, S lace and Satis faction in it? This 
is that which fills ſome with Joy unſpeakable and full 


of Glory, even here; and this is that which will be 
the Joy and Delight of Heaven for ever: Every way 
Chriſt is a very Field of Pleaſure, a very Paradiſe of 


Joy and a-very Fountain of Delight: O why, why 


then ſhould he not be more graceful and acceptable 
to us? | 
5. There is Durableneſs and Unchangeableneſs in 


Chriſt ; which being added to all the former, renders 


him even infinitely the more grateful and acceprable ; 
poſlibly ſome Worth, ſome Uſefulneſs, ſome Suita— 
blereſs, ſome Sweetneſs and Delight there may be 
found in the Creature, and Creatutr-Enjoyments, but 
alas, this allays the Acceptableneſs of all, that 'tis all 
fading, dying, and changing: And indeed, Rm is 
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ſhort, and but for a Seaſon, can't challenge any great 
Acceptation, But now, Chriſt he is laſting, durable, 
and unchangeable ; He is the ſame Yeſterday. to Day, and 
for ever Heb. 13. 8. What he was, he is, and what 
he is, he alwavs will be; he was moſt excellent, moſt 
uſeful, moſt ſuitable, moſt ſwe-r and delightful to 
Souls; and fo he is, and always will de. He (as one 
of the Antients ſpeaks of him) 7is immutable he changes 
all things, but is himſelf unchangeable, never new, neuer 
old, Hence alſo Chriſt himſelf tell, us, That be is the. 

oba and Omega, he that was, and is, and is to come, 
Rev. 1. $. He is ever the ſame in Love, in Beauty, 
in Fulneſs, in Faithfulneſs, and in alf his Deſirable- 
neſſes. And, O how grateful and agceptable does this 


render him! All eur Enjoyments here below fade and 
change; yea, we ourſelves change; Changes and War 


are upon us, as Job ſpeaks; yea, ſome of us are daily 
waiting for our Jaſt and great Change: Bur O! Bleſ- 
ſed bs God, Chriſt Fades not, Chriſt changes not: 
What he was to, and what he has done for Souls for- 
merly, that he is to, and that he can do forSouls he re- 
after: for he is fill to come; as he was znd is, fois 
to come, which is a ſweet Word. Poor Soul, hither= © 
fo it may be thou haſt gone along throngh thy Work 
and Warfare with ſome Comfort and Courage; but 
that which damps and terrifies thee, is the Aprehenſi- 
on of what may be to come. O ſayeſt thou, the Fri- 
als that are to come, the Difficulcies that are to come, 
the Temptations that are ro come, the Storms and 
Tempeſts that are ro come ! Well, Soul, for thy En- 
comagement under all, know, that whatever is fo 
come Chriſt is to come too. Are there Trials to come? 
Chriſt 1s to come too: Are there Difficulties and Temp- 
tations to come? Chriſt is to come too: Are there. 
gtorms and T-mocſts to come? Chriſt is to come too: 
And while chriſt is to come, fear no-, only cloſe with 
him in aMarriage-Coverrant, and make him thine, then 
come what will come, ceme what can come, all will 
be well, Thus Chriſt is every way acceptable, and 
inſinitely acceptable; and as ever, Soul thou womy 
| © 
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be indeed eſpouſed to him, dwell much in the ſtudy 

and contemplation of his Acceptableneſs: Labour to 

be poſſeſt with a deep and daily renewed Senſe of 

ie, which will ſweetly draw and allure thy Sout to 
im. 

VI. Wouldſt thou indeed he eſpouſed to Chriſt ? 
then be ſure that thou pitcheſt thy Faith aright up- 
on him, and cloſeſt in effeQually with him in a way 
of believing. Iis Faith that is both the great uni. 
ting, and the great intereſting Grace; it unites us to 
Chriſt, and intereſts us in Ctriſt: Tis that, as hag 
been formerly declared and evinced, that puts Chriſt 
and the Soul into tne Boſom and Embraces of each 
others Love, and by which the Marriage. Knot is tied 
between them. If ever therefore thou uouldſt be 
indeed eſpouſed unto him, look well to thy Faith, 
fee that thcu doſt pitch that aright upen him, clo. 
ſing with him, and embracing of him; not by halves, 

but throughlv ; not feigneoly, but intimately and 
cordially. But here ſome may ſay, How mzy we do 
to pitch our Faith aright upon Chrift, ſo as to ger 
Con jugal-Union and Communion with him? Three 
Things muſt be done in order hereunto, which 
de farc you to look well to. | 


I. See that you wholly quit and renounce your- 
ſelves. 


II. Labour to get a right Notion and Apprehe n- 
ſion of Chriſt. 


III. Be ſure to make a right Choice of him, be- 
ing ſo apprehended. 


I. Would you pitch your Faith aright upon Chviſt, 
and be indeed eſpouſed to him? Then ſee that you 
wholly quit and renounce yourſelves: Self and be- 
lieving are at the utmoſt Diſtance from, and Er.mity 
with each other that is imaginable; they are irre- 
concilably oppoſite to each other; and where 28 
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takes Place, there Self vaniſhes and dies away, and 
that in all in its Notions, and with all its Accom- 
pliſhments. Hence, ſays Chriſt, F any Man will come 
after me, believe on me, be eſpouſed to me, let him 
deny himſelf, Matth. 16. 24. Let him deny himſelf, te- 
nounce himſelf, go out of himſelf, ler Seif become 
nothing with him. And indeed, the Sov] that be- 
lieves in Chriſt, does go quite out of himſelf, he ſees 
and feels himſelf to be a poor empty Nothing in all 
Re ſpects; he ſecs and finds his Strength ro be Wesk- 
neſs; his Wiſdom, Folly ; his Beauty, Blackneſs, his 
Righteouſneſs, Sin; his All, Nothing: And thus 
muſt we, if ever we indeed believe and get Union 
with Chriſt O, my Beloved, ons of the great IJ hings 
which ſtands between Faith and us, Chriſt and us, 
is Self: This indeed is the Soul's Darling, the firſt 
born (as one calls it) of his Love and Delights, and 
he is loth to part with it; but part with it he muſt, 
and renounce it he muſt, or he can never believe it 
aright, nor is he ever like to have any Part or Lot in 


| Chriſt: Every Step out of Self is a Step towards 
Chriſt, and Faith in Chriſt; and we muſt be divor- 


ced from the one, if ever we be married to the o- 
ther: Particularly, you muſt quit and renounce Self, 
eſpecially in this Threefold Notion ; Self-Will, Self- 


Worth, Self. Interefs. 
1 You muſt quit and renounce Seh- il. He that 


| indeed believes, muſt in a ſort have no Will of his 


own, but his Will muſt be wholly melred or reſign» 
ed up into theWillof Chiiſt : Hence the Church is ſaid 
to be ſulject to Chrift, Eph. 5. 24. We are apt to live 
in our own Wills, and are exceeding fond of, and 


ſer upon having our Wills, and that how croſs and 
| Contrary ſoever they be to the Will of Chriſt: But if 


ever we believe ſo as to get Union with Chriſt, our 
ſt:boorn Wills muſt bow, our proud Wills muſt 
down, and muſt in all Things, as much as is poſſible; 
be referred and reſigned into Chriſt's Will: And 
good Reaſon, for his Will is the Rule of Gooinefs, 
as well as firſt Cauſe of all Things: We muſt nor 
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think to ſay we are Lords, but we muſt bow to 
_ Chriſt as the great and only Lord. 

2. You muſt quit and renounce Self-Worth, Self- 
Righteouſneſs ; you muſt renounce all Worth and Righ. 
zeouſneſs of your own in Point of Juſtification and Ace 
ceptation with God. Tis a great Word which I ſhall 

ſpeak ; Mens Duties, living under the Goſpel, keep 
almoſt as many from Chriſt and believing, as their 
Sins do: My meaning is, as the love of Sins keep 
fome, ſo Confidence in Duties, a Confidence in Self. 
Worth, Self-Rightcouſneſs, keeps Multitudes of o- 
-thers from Chriſt and Believing : And the Truth is, 
my Beloved, this Piece of Self is the great Idol of the 
Soul, and that which Men are marvellonyſly loth to 
quit and renounce ; and indeed 'cis oftentimes ſo 
painted, and, as it were ſc ſpiritualiz'd, ated with ſo 
much State, and ſet out with ſo many Ornaments, 
that it would make any one in love with ir, But yet 
this Idol, fo dear as 'tis to the Soul, muſt be denied 
and renounced; this Darling muſt be caſt cf and 
that with Loathing and Abomination in reſpect of 
Soul-ſaving if ever you believe, and are united vo 
Chriſt. And the Soul that indeed does beli- ve, looks 
upon himielf to be the pooreſt, deſpicableſt, and un- 
doneſt Creature in the World notwithſtanding all; he 
throws away, not only his Rags, but his Robes too: 
All his Priviledges, all his Performances, all his mo- 
ral Exceilencies and Attainments, as to a Dependance 
upon them for Life and Salvation ; as you know Paul 
did, Phil.3. 8, 9. of which more hereafter. The Soul's 
Language in the Work of Believing, is ſuch as this; 
Jam a poor, vile, empty Nothing in myſelf; I am 
nothing, I can do nothing, and I deſerve norhing ; I 
am nothing but Sin, IT can do nothing bur offend and 
provok2 God, and I deſerve nothing but Frowns and 
Dearh from him. If ever I be ſaved, tis free Grace 
muſt ſave me; if ever I find Favour in God's Sight, 
it muſt be purely f-om Grace in Chriſt. Alas! I have 
walked contrary to God all my Days; my Heart andLife 
both have been full of Enmity and Provocation a- 
gainſt 
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painſt him, and my very Daties are damning, ny beft 
Righteouſneſs being as filthy Rags, If. 64. 6. And indeed, 
till it comes to this with us, we are like to remain 
Strangers to Chriſt, and Faith in Chrif. I ſhall only 
ſay this further as to this particular, That no Men in 
the World are further off from Chriſt, and Union with 
him through believing, than ſuch as truſt in their 
own Worth, in their own Righteouſneſs. Chriſt him- 
ſelf tells us, That Publicans and Harlots ds enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven before ſuch, Matth. 21. 31. 

3 You muſt quit and renounce Self Intereß; that is 
to ſay, you mult be at a parting Point with all, you 
muſt be willing to forego all your outward Intereſts 
and Concerns for Chriſt, when he calls you to it, 
thinking nothing too much or toc good for him: This 
Chriſt is expreſ in Marth. 10. 37. He that loveth Father 
or Mother more than me is not worthy of me: And, he that 
loveth Son or Daughter more than me. is not worthy of me. 
And again, Luke 14 33. Whoſoever he be of you, that 
forſaketh not all that he had, he cannot be my Diſciple. In 
a Word, the meaning is not, that all that come to 
Chriſt, muſt actually forſake all choſe T hings,and deny 
themſelves as ro the Enjoyment of them : But the 
meaning is, (firſt) that we muſt have a very diminu- 
tive Love for theſe in Compariſon of Chriſt. And (ſe- 
condly) that we muſt be at apartingPoint with all for 
Chrilt's ſake, and at Chriſt's call. And truly, 'tis but 
Reaſon we ſhould be ſa; he that actually parted with 
ſo much for us, does highly deſerve that we ſhoulobe 
in aReadineſs to part with our little All for him. Thus 
we muſt wholly quit and renounce ourſelves, if we 
would indeed believe and have Union with Chriſt. 


II. Would you pitch your Faith aright uponChrif, 
and be indeed eſpouſed to him ? Then labour ro get 
a righr Norion and Apprehenſion of him, as the great 
Object of Faith. One great Reaſon why many fall 
and miſcarry in their Faith, and fo fall ſhort of Chriſt, 
is their Ignorance of him; they have not a right No- 
tion and Apprehenſion of Chriſt, as the great * 
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of Faith; and indeed, unleſs Chriſt be rightly known 
and apprehended by us, we are never like to pitch 
our Faith aright upon him: How ſhall they believe (ſays 
the Apoſtle) in him, of whom they have wot heard? Rom. 
To. 14. How ſhall they believe? i. e. Men cannot believe 
arighr, on one that has not been reveaPd and made 
known to them : A blind, ignorant Faith is never like 
to reach Union and Communion with Chriſt ; and, 
my Beloved, if we would believe aright on Chriſt, we 
muſt know him aright, and apprehend him aright, 
Faith, in Scripture, is ſometimes expreſs'd by Know. 
ledge, John 17. 3. Not that Knowledge alone is all 
that is requiſire to Faith; but it notes thus much to 
us, that the Knowledge of Chrift is ſuch a Requiſite 
to Believing, that there can be no true Believing 
without it. 
and believing on him ſeeing before believing, and ſee. 
ing in order to believing : This is the Will of him that 
ſent me, that whoſoever ſeeth the Son, and believeth on 
him, ſhould have Everlaſiing Life, John 6. 40. By ſee. 
ing the Son, here we ate to underſtand the true KH. 
ledge of Chriſt. Hence allo they that come to Chriſt, 
and believe ſavingly on him, are ſaid. in order there. 
unto, to be taught of God, and to have heard and learn d 
of the Father, John 6. 45. And pray, what heve they 
been taught of God ? What have they learn'd of Him, 
but the Knowledge of Chrift as the great Object of 
Faith? Ar leaſt this is one great Leſſon, which all 
that believe, do and muſt learn. As ever therefore 
you would pitch your Faith, aright upon Chriſt, la- 
bour to know and apprehend him arighr ; labour to 
know and apprehend him, as he is reveal'd and offer'd 
in the Goſpel: Particularly, | 
1, View and apprehend him in his Godhead and 
Divine Nature. The Goſpel reveals him in his {3ivi- 
nity, it propounds him to our Faith, as God, the true 
Gol, the great God, the mighty God, God over all. And 
thus ſhould Faith eye and apprehend him; thus 
Thomas's Faith apprehended him, when he faid, My 
Lord, and my God, John 20. 28. And indeed og 
| | ut 


Hence alſo Chriſt ſpeaks of ſeeing the Son, 
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but à Godhead, an infinite, eternal, unchangeable 
Godhead, is a Foundation ſtrong enough for Faith to 
build upon. $ 
2. View and apprehend him in his Perſonal Relati- 
on; not only as God, but alſo as God the Son, and 
fo as diſtinguiſh'd from the Father. Thus the Goſpel 
reyeals and propounds him to our Faith; and thus al- 
ſo ſhould our Faith view and apprehend him. Thus 
Peter's Faith, with the reſt in whoſe Name he ſpake, 
did eye and apprehend him, John 6. 69. We believe and 
are ſure (ſaid he) that thou art that Chriſt, the Son of 
the living God. There is a diſtinc Honour due to 
every Perſon in the Sacred Trinity; and the more di- 
ſtinctly our Faith eyes and apprehends Chrift in hisPer- 
ſonal Relation, as Son, the more compleat it is, and 
the more it gives him the Honour of that Relation. 

2. View and apprehend him in his Humanity, or 


as the Son of God incarnate. The Goſpel reveals ard 


propounds Chrif as the Object of Faith to us; not 
fimply as God, and as God the Son, but as God the 
Son Incarnate, as the Word made Fleſh, John 1. 14. or, 
as God manifeſted in the Fleſh, 1 Tim. 3. 16. As having 
taken Human Nature into Perſona] Union with him- 
ſelf, and ſo is both God and Man in one Perſon; and 
thus ai!ſo fhould Faith eye and apprehend him: 23 
believe in God, ſays he, believe alſo in me, John 10. 14: 
Hence alſo he ſpeaks fo ofren of eating his Fleſh, and 
drinking his Blood; and of giving his Fleſb for the Life of 
the World: And withal tells us, That his Fleſh is Meat 
indeed, and his Blood is Drink indeed, John 6 51, 53, 54. 
55,56, By all which he ſigniſies to us, that our Faith 
muſt reſpect and apprehend him as Man, as well as 
God ; as the Son Incarnate; and indeed thus he is 
the next and moſt immediate Obje& of Faith. The 
Godhead or Divinity, is the utimateObj-& of Faith; 
bur Chriſt, the Son Incarnate, is the next and moſt 
immediate Object of Faith: Hence we are ſaid by him 
to belieue in God, 1 Pet. 1. 21. Faith firſt eyes Chrift 
as Man, or the Son Incarnate, and by him comes ut. 
timately to Object itſelf upon God. The Humanity 
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is Janua ad Divinitatem, (as one ſpeaks of it) « Gat: 
the Divinity, that by which our Faith paſles to 
Godhead. And (as a great Divine ſpeaks) he that con 
not to Chriſt as Man, ſhall never come te him as God. Tt 
Truth is, Faith cannot deal with God immediate] 
but as God clothed with our Nature. 

4. View and apprehend him in his Office of Med 
atorſhip. The Goſpel reveals and propounds Chir. 
to our Faith in his Office, it propounds and reve; 
bim as Chriſt, as the true Meſiah and Saviour of th 
World; as one ſeal'd, ſent, anointed by the Fath: 
for the Redemption of loſt Souls: And thus al 
ſhould Faith eye and apprehend him So alſo did 5. 
ters Faith apprehend him: Thou art Chriſt (ſays h: 
the Son of the Living God, Matth. 16. 16. Hence v 
read of believing that Jeſus is the Chriſt, I John 5 
Hence alſo Chriſt tells the Jews, F ye believe not thu 


not that I am he, 1. e. that I am the Meſiah, the Cirij 
the Saviour that was promiſed, O! Faith is ſhort 
that Not ion it ſhould have of Chriſt, unleſs ic th 
Eyes him in his Office. 

5. View and apprehend him in his infinite Abilit; 
and Sufficiency for the Diſcharge of his Office. The 
Goſpel reveals and propounds him to our Faith, 
one able to ſave to the very uttermoſt ; and according]! 
mould our Faith eye and apprehend him, Heb. 7. 25 
It reveals him indeed both as an only and all. ſuffici 
ent Saviour: As an only Saviour; Look unto me, and 
be ſaved, all ye Ends of the Earth; for I am God, and ther! 
Is none beſides me, a. 45. 22. Neither is there Salvation 
in any other; nor is there any other Name given under Heas 
ven, whereby we may be ſaved but his only, Acts 4. 1% 
And as an all. ſufficient Saviour; My Fleſh is Meat in- 
deed, and my Blood is Drink indeed, (ſays he) and he thai 
eateth me, even he ſhall live by me, John 6. 55, 57. It 


reveals him in the infinite Virtue of his Blood, the 
inexhauſtible Fulneſs of his Grace, the Compleatneſs 
of his Obedience, the Excellency of his. Rightepuſ- 
neſs, the Perfection of his Satisfaction, and the like þ 
and 


J am he, ye ſhall die in your Sins, John 8. 24. If yebelin 
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Ga, ind thus ſhould our Faith eye and apprehend him. O, 
ves labour for ſuch a Notion and Apprehenſion of Chris, 
as this is; as ever you would believe aright, and be 
I indeed eſpouſed to Chriſt, labour for a found, clear 
diſtindt Knowledge of him, as the great Object of 
Faith: Pray much for a Spirit of Miſdom and Neuelo- 
tion in the Knowledge of him; that was the Apoſtles 
Prayer for the Epheſians in this Caſe, Eph. 1. 7. and 
let it be yours for yourſelves. | 


J. III. Wonld you pitch your Faith aright upon 
Chriſt. and be indeed eſpouſed to him? Then be ſure 
Jo make a right Choice or Election of him, being 
thus known and apprehended. To have a right No- 
tion and Apprehenſion of Chriſt, is good and neceſ- 
ſary, in order to Union with him by believing; but 
eis not enough; know Chriſt being known and ap- 
pre hended, muſt alſo be choſen and embrac'd by us, 
„and that as he is reveal'd and offer'd in the Goſpel. 
To know and apprehend Chrif, is an Act of the Mind 
or Underſtanding ;z but to chuſe and embrace Chriſt, 
is an Act of the Will and Affections; and tho' Faith 
ili hath ics Riſe and Inchoation in the Mind, yet its 
Th Complement and Perfection it has in the Will and 
Affe ctions; theſe liking, chuſing and embracing of 
him, and that in a way ſuitable to what the Mind fees 
2% and apprehends concerning him; and this muſt be 
ei added to the former, or there is no right Believing, 
ay and ſo no Conjugal-· Union and Communion with 
0 Chriſt : Hence that of the Apoſtle, With the Heart 
% Man believeth unto Righteouſneſs, Rom. 10. 10. True 
e. Believing is with the Heart. Now by the Heart here, 
1+ as alſo generally elſewhere in Scripture, is meant the 
ind Willand Affe ctions; accordingly to believe with the 
5% Heart, is for the Will and Affections to chuſe and 
embrace Chriſt, as he is reveal'd and eff-rd in the 
hel Goſpel: This is called à receiving of Chriſt, John 1. 12. 
We receive Chrift into our Wills, when we chuſe him, 
\{.ſl zad adhere to him for Life and Salvation; and we 
e; receive him into our Affections, when we n 
7 | eſite 


— 
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defice him, and delight in him; and this is Believing 
To believe, ſays Calvin, is nothing elfe but to chuſe af 
embrace Chrift with a ſincere Afe#ion of Mind, as he tin 
weal'd and offer d in the Goſpel And this indeed is thy 


great Vital Att of Faith, and that whereby our Con 
J2gal- Union and Communion withChrift is more eſpe 


_ cially brought ahout: This is that which makes Chi 
ours, and puts us in the Poſſeſſion of him. Mary, fa 
_ Chriſt, has choſen the better Part, which ſhall never b. 


taken from her, Luke 10. 42. She had choſen Chrit 


and her Choice of him had made him her own, and ſo 
her own, as that ſhe could never loſe him, never be 
depriv'd of him. Indeed a right Choice of Chriſt 
makes him ours, it unites us to him, and intereſts us 
in him for ever. A little further to help you in this 
Buſineſs; know that a right Choice of Chriſt is accom . 
Pliſh'd by theſe Three Steps. 

1. The Soul apprehending Chriſt (as before) likes 
him, and approves of him as the beſt and moſt ſuitz. 
ble Saviour, the moſt lovely and deſirable Object in 
Heaven or Earth: The Soul fays of Chrift, as they did 


of the Land of Canaan, Numb, 14. 7, The Land (ſay 


they) is an exceeding good Land: So this Chriſt, ſays the 
Soul, is an exceeding good Chriſt, this Saviour is an ex- 


ceeding good Saviour; there's none like him, there's 
38 5 


no B:auty like his Beauty, no Blood like his Blood, 
no Fulneſs like his Fulneſs, no Love like his Love. 
2. The Soul deſires him, and longs after him, and 
that with a ſtrong, ardent, and vigorous Affection: 
This is calFd hungring and thirſting after Chrift, Matth. 
5.6. The Soul ſeeing Chriſt, and approving of him, 
longingly cries ous; O a Chriſt, a Chriſt! O that 
this good Chriſt were mine! 
3+ The Soul is by Grace ſweetly and powerfully 
determined upon Chriſt ; ſo as actually to make a ſo- 
lemn and deliberate Choice of him; ſingling him out 
from all other Things in Heaven and Earth, as the 
beſt and moſt defirable Good, and moſt worthy of his 
deareſt and moſt intimate Embraces, The Soul now 
pitches his Choice upon Chriſt to be — 
| Aus⸗ 
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| usband, his Lord and Saviour; his Reſt, his Trea- 
Je, his Happineſs, his All for ever. Now by theſe 
eps, fee that you come up to make a right Choice 
Sf Chriſt; be ſure that you like him, and approve of 
im, as the beſt and moſt deſirable Object in Heaven 
S: Earth: Truly if you view him aright, you can't 
Chrifut like him, and approve of him as ſuch. See that 
ſayſpthe deſire of your Souls be indeed towards him above 
lothers: View him, till you fall in Love with him, 
ea, till you fall fick of Love for him; and be ſure 
ot to reft, tell you get your Will ſweerly and pow- 
[fully determin'd upon him, ſo derermin'd upon him 
to make a free, ſolemn, deliberate Choice of him, 
deſſing by all other Lovers, and taking him alone into 
thisthe Boſom and Embraces of your Faith and Love. 
om-· Nov that you may be fure to make aright Choice of 
zriſt, ſuch a Choice of Chriſt as may keep him yours, 
kes Ind tie the Marriage Kno between him and you, ob- 
ttz. Nerve herein theſe Five or Six great Rules. 
in 1. Be ſure that you chuſe and embrace Chriſt him- 
did elf, and not ſomewhat elſe inſtead of him. Tis a 
ſay Preat and awakening Say ing which a worthy Divine 
the Pas: Many now, ſays he, take Chrift by gueſs: But be ſure 
ex- Iba: it be he, and only he whom ye embrace: His ſweet 
eis nel, his lovely Voice, his Face, his gracious working in 
2d, Nhe Soul. will ſoon tel if it be he or no. So ſay I, be 
| ure that it be he, many miſtake the Object, they 
nd loſe with ſom<what elſe inſtead of Chriſt, at beſt, 
n: hey chuſe Chriſt's Portion, his Benefits, his Privileges, 
h, ſhi; Purchaſes, but not his Perſon : But my Advice to 
ou is, pitch on nothing ſhort of the Perſon of Chriſt; 
at When is our Faith beyond all doubt rightly pitch'd up- 
n Ch:ift, when Chriſt himſelf. not his Benefits and 
'y Peiviledges only, are choſen and embrac'd by us. A 
. Marriage, if right, is between Perſon and Perſon, not 
it etween Perſon and Portion, Perſon and Eſtate, that 
e PPeing a reſulting Thing. So her in this Spiritual 
is arriage, Faith does not marry the Soul to the Por- 
ion, Benefits, and Priviledges of Chriſt, but to Chr it 
d himſelf. True, I don't ſay (fir ſt) but that true Faith 
Q gives 
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gives the Soul an Intereſt in all his Benefits, Privi. 
ledges, and Purchaſes of Chriſt. Nor (ſecondly) do 
I fay, that the Soul may not have an E e to theſc, and 
a Reſpect to theſe in his Choice of, and cloſing with 
Cariſt ; yea, uſually theſe are the firſt Things that 
Faith has in its Eye. The firſt Thing the Soul looks 
at, and is taken with, when he is drawn to Chriſt, 
uſually is that Peace, that Pardon, that Righteouſ- 
neſs that Deliverance from Sin, Death, and Hell, 
which he fees is found and treaſured up in Chriſt for 
Souls: But tho' theſe Things be fo, yer the Soul does, 


and muſt go higher, he muſt look ar, and pitch upon 


the Perſon of Chriſt, or his Faith is not fo right. and 
compleat as it ought to be. Alas! *Tis the Perſon 
of Chriſt that is the great Fountain of all Grace, and 
all Manifeſtations from God to us: And Faith ac. 
cordingly does cloſe in with his Perſon. The Spouſes 
Faith ſeems fo to do, Cant. 5. 10. She had her Eye 
upon the Perſonal Beaury and Glory of Chriſt, and 
accordingly embraced him with her Faith and Love. 
Hence alſo you have fo often thoſe Expreſſions; 7 
fought him whom my Soul loved; and ſaw you him whom 
my Soul loveth ? Her Love, and fo her Faith was fix'd 
upon Chriſt himſelf: And thus do you fix yourFaith 
and Love upon him; fo ſhall you be fure not to miſs 
of a Conjugal-Union and Communion with him. 

2. Be ſure that you chuſe a whole Chriſt, and not a 
Part of him only: My meaning is, fee that you chuſe 
and embrace Chriſt in all his Offices, as a King as well 
as a Prieſt, as a Lord as well as a Saviour, and as in 
all his Offices, ſo for all thoſe Ends and Uſes for 
which God has deſign'd him, and the Goſpel reveal'd 
him to us; for Holineſs, as well as Righteouſlls, for 
SanCtification, as well as Juſtification. I need not 
tell you, that Chriſt is a Lord and King, as well as 
a Saviour, and that as ſuch he is reveal'd and cff-r'd 
in the Gripel to our Faith: Him hath God exalted a 
Prince and aSavinur, to give Repentance unto iſrael, and 
Remiſſion of Sins, Acts 5.31. And they thar will have 
him as a Saviour to give 'em Pardon, muſt h:ve him 

&$ 
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5a Prince to give them Repentance: And you know 
hriſt's Reſt and his Yoke go together in the Goſpel- 
fer, Matth 11. 28, 29. Nor need JI tell you, That 
od has appointed him, and the Goſpel reveals him 
be our San&ification as wel as our Juſtification : 
o you have it expreſsly, 1 Cor, 1. 30. Accordingly 
en do we chuſe Chriſt, and embrace him aright, 
hen we chuſe and embrace him under each Notion ; 
hen we chuſe and embrace him, not as a Saviour on- 
„but as a Lord too; not only as a Prieſt, to pro- 
are Pardon and Reconciliation for us, but alſo as a 
rince, to rule, govern, and command us; not only 
our Righteouſneſs to juſtify us, but as a Fountain 
f Grace to makes us holy; and thus true Faith does 
huſe and embrace him, I/ 45. 24. Surely ſhall one 
ay, In the Lord I have Righteouſneſs and Strength: 
{1ik, Faith chuſes Chriſt not only for Righteouſneſs, 
ut for Strength too; Righteouſneſs for Juſt.fication, 
trength for Holineſs and San@ification. Chriſt's 
anguage to the Soul, in the Tender of Himſelf, is 
nch as this: Poor Soul, thou art in a dead, loſt, un- 
one Condition ; God is wrath with thee, Hell gapes 
or thee, Juſtice calls aloud for Vengeance againſt 
hee; and there is no Hope, no Help, no Salvation 
r thee, but in and by me, and Union with me: And 
o Tam willing to beſtow myſelf, with all my Ful- 
25 upon thee : But remember this, that I'll rule 
nd command thee: If I be thy Saviour, [1] be thy 
ord and King too: If thou wilt ſhare in my Redem- 
tion, thou muſt be content to bear my Yoke, to bow 
my Scenter, to ſubmit to my Laws and Kingdom. 
\cco:dinply, Faith's Anſwer, if right is this: Con- 
ent, Lord, 'tis but fir, that he that ſaves, ſhould rule, 
d reign ; that he that redeems, ſhould be bow'd and 
ibmitted to, and I do willingly give up myſelf to 
hy Holy and Spiritual Government ; thy Yoke is 
ily, thy Scepter is Righteous, thy Kingdom is as 
ull of Peace and Joy, and I defire to come under 
nem: I would have thee to make me Holy as wel! as 
Righreour; to ſubdue this rebellious Heart of w_ 
an 
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and to rule in me by thy pure Spirit, as well as to ſave 

me by thy perfe& Obedience, O ſee, that thus you 
chuſe and embrace whole Chriſt, elſe your Faith is 
not right, nor are you like to attain unto a Conjugal- 
Union and Communion with him. 

3. Be ſure that you chuſe Chriſt ſingly and alone, 
and not join ſomewhat elſe with him Som: are for 
compounding with Chriſt, they would join ſomewhat 
elſe in Partnerſhip with him : Bur as Chriſt muſt not 


be divided, ſo neither will he be compounded, he 


will be all, or nothing at all to Souls; and fo true 
Faith cloſes with him: Hence with the new Creature, 


Chriſt is ſaid to be All, and in all, Col, 3. 11. The Pa. 


triarchs (as one obſerves) had many of them a Wife 
and a Concubine, but it is not fo here: No, as Faith 
chuſes a whole Chriſt, ſo it chuſes a naked Chriſt, 
Chriſt ſingly and alone, without joining any Thing 
elſe, and accordingly chuſes and embraces him: And 
ſo muſt your Faith chuſe and embrace him, or you 
are ke to miſs of Conjugal Union and Communion 
wish him. You muſt chuſe him fingly and alone, 
joining nothing with him, and that eſpecially in the 
great Buſineſs of Righteouſneſs and Acceptat ion with 
God. Some would fain compound with Chriſt in this 
Buſineſs; they would have Chriſt, but they would 
have their own Duties too; they would have his 
Righreouſneſs, but they would have their own Righ- 
reouſneſs too; they would have theirs bear a ſhare 
with his in Point of Righteouſneſs and Juſtification 
before God. Thus 'twas with the Fews of Old, Rom. 
9.31, 32 and 10. beg. tis ſaid, They followed after the Law 
of Righteouſneſs, but attained not to the Law of Righteouſ- 
neſs: And why? Becauſe, ſays the Apoſtle, they ſought 
it not by Faith, but as it were, by the Works of the Law. 
And ch: 10. 3. They went about, tis ſaid, to eftabliſh 
their own Righteouſneſs, & ſubmitted not themſelves to the 
Righteouſneſs of God. Pray obſerve, firſt, They were 
addicted to, and look'd for Salvation by their own 
Righteouſneſs. Secondly, Though they were ad- 
dicted to their own Rightequſneſs, and would = 
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five by it, yet that ſeem'd not to cleave wholly to 
that, but would have Chriſt's and theirs joined toge- 
ther: Therefore 'tis ſaid, They ſought it not by Faith, 
byt at it were, by the Works of the Law, i. e. They were 
neither wholly for Chrif, nor wholly for Self, but 
partly for the one, and partly for the other, joining 
Self with Chriſt. And, thirdly, this left them fhorr 
of Righteouſneſs, Life, Salvation, and all: For 'tis 
ſaid, That upon this Account they attained not unto the 
Law of Righteouſneſs. To join Self wlth Chriſt in this 
Point, is as dangerous and deſtructive, as to ſet up Self 
againg Chriſt. Thus (I ſay) 'twas with the Jews of old, 
and thus 'tis with the Papifs now. But, my Beloved, 
if ever you would pitch your Faith aright uponchriſt, 
you muſt not once think of thus compounding the Bu- 
fineſs between Him and Self; but Chrif muſt be all in 
all: We muft ſhut our Eyes againſt all other Things in 
Point of Juſtification, and muſt go forth ſingly and 
naked ly to Chrif, venturing our Eternal All upon the 
alone Bottom of his Everlaſting Righteouſneſs. ' Tis 
Calvin's Obſervation upon the Place laſt quoted, That 
the Foundation of, or firſt Step towards our obtaining an In= 
tereſt in the Righteouſneſs of God, is for a Man to renounce 
and go out of his own Righteouſneſs. Thus T am ſure Paul's 
Faith choſe and embraced Chriſt, Phil. 3. 7, 8, 9. Thoſe 
Things which were gain to me, ſays he, thoſe I counted loſs 
fer Chrift ; yea avubtleſs, and I count all Things but loſs, 
for the Excellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord ; 
for whom I have ſuffer'd the loſs of all Things, and do 
count them but dung, that I may win Chriſt, and be found 
in him ; not having mine own Righteouſneſs, which is of 
the Law. but that which i: through the Faith of Chriſt, the 
Righteouſneſs which is of God by Faith. Pray mark, his 
Faich here chuſes and embraces Chriſt for his Righ- 
teouſneſs and Juſtification, and herein he joins nothing 


with him; he pitches fingly and nakedly upon Chriſt 


alone, renouncing all other Things whatever. He had 
25 much of his own to have leant and depended upon 
in this Point, as any meer Man that ever liv'd ſince 
Sin entred into the World; for, in Privileges, in 
Graces, in Services, and _— Sufferings for Chriſt, (I 

| am 
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zm apt to think) he excelled all meer Men; but yet 
he reſts on none of theſe, no nor ſo much as joins any 
Thing of it with Chriſt, but re jects and renounces 
all, and that with the greateſt Loathing and Deteſta. 
tion in the Point of Juſtification, cleaving ſingly and 
nakedly to Chriſt alone: Says he, I account all but loſs, 
yea, dung, that is, as the moſt vile, and loathſom 
Thing; andI would not be found in it for aThovſand 
Worlds. The Truth is, to join any Thing of our 
own with Chriſt in this Buſineſs, is what excludes us 
from any ſhare in Chriſt, or any Benefic by Chriſt. So 
much the Apoſtle is expreſs in, Gal. 5. 2.3, 4. Behold, I 
Paul ſay unto you, That if ye be circumciſed, Chriſt ſhall 
profit you nothing. For I teſtify again to every Man that is 
circumciſed, that he is a Debtor to do the whole Law. Chrift 
is become of no effect unto you. whoever of you are juſtified 
by the Law, ye are fallen from Grace. The Sum of the 
Apoſtles Deſign is to ſhew, that to join any Thing of 
our own with Chriſt, in the Buſineſs of Righteouineſ; 
and Juſtification, and not reſt purely and entirely up- 
on him, is what ſhuts us out from any Part and Lot in 

Chriſt, or any Benefit or Advantage by him: For, 
pray obſerve, there were among the Galatians, ſome 
who did miſcere Legem cum Chriſto, as Calvin's Expreſ. 
ſion is, They did join the Law with Chriſt; preſſing and 
taking up Cucurmciſion, as a Part of that Righteouſ- 
nefs whereby they expeCQed to be juſtified and ſaved. 
They were not ſo groſs in their Minds (as that great 
Divine there obſerves) as to expect Salvation meerly 
by the Obſervation of the Law, and their own Obe- 
dience; but they were for ſharing the Buſineſs be- 
tween this and Chriſt. Now what ſays Paul to them? 
And by what does he labour to Antidate theBelievers 
among them againſt this great Error? Why, (firſt) 
he cells them plainly, that if they will join either 
Circumciſion, or any Thing elſe of their own, with 
Chriſt in this Matter, then Chriſt ſball profit them no- 
thing, v. 2. And he aſſerts the fame Thing, wv. 4. 
Chrift, ſays he. ig become of mo Effect to you, i. e. you 
mall have no Part in Chriſt, no Benefit by Chriſt ; 
Chriſt is of no Uſe, no Benefit, no Advantage to you, 
no 
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no more than if he had never been. And indeed, as 
one obſerves upon the Place, Whoever is but for an half 
Chriſt in this Buſineſs, loſes all for Chriſt. (Secondly,) 
He tells them, that if they will have any Thing of 
their own to bear ſhare with Chriſt in the Matter of 
their Salvetion, they are Debtors to de the whole Law. 
If they will have their Obedience to the Law, to have 
any ſhare in their Acceptation with God, then they 
muſt keep the whole Law, for elſe all were nothing. 
"Tis a great Speech of a Learned Interpreter upon 
theſe Words; Whozver, ſays he, is a Debtor to do the 
whole Law can never eſcape Death, becauſe he will always 
remain under Guilt; for no one will ever be found, who 
will be able to fulfil or ſatisfy the Law, ſuch an Obligation 
therefore is the certain Damnation of the Man that lies un- 
der it. Thus you ſee, there muſt be nothing elſe of 


our own 3 with Chriſt in the Matter of our 


Righteouſneſs and Juſtification with God; but our 
Faith muſt cleave ſingly and nakedly to Chriſt⸗lone: 
The Truth is, Chriſt's Righteouſneſs alone is ſuffici- 
ent to ſave and juſtify the worſt of Sinners: Tis the 
Rizhteouſneſs of God. 2 Cor. 5. 21. and the Righteouſneſs 
of rhe Law, Rom 8. 3. A Righteouſneſs every Way 
adequate and commenſurate to the ſtricteſt Deman1s 
of Law and Juſtice; a Righteouſneſs as long as broad, 
as deep as high, as the Sin and Guilt of the moſt Scare 
let, Crimſon Sinners can be; and why, ſhould any 
think of joining any Thing therewith? Truly ſo to 
do, is to refl:& great Diſhonour upon it, and upon 
the Wiſdom and Grace of God, in ordering it for cur 
Juſtification and Salvation. And as we muſt join no- 
thing with Chriſt in the Matter of Righteouſneſs and 
Juſtification, ſo neither muſt we join any thing with 
him in the Matter of our Sanctification and Holineſs. 
We ihould look for no Grace, no Holineſs but what 
comes from him, and is wrought in us by him: Nor 
indeed will God own any thing for Grace and Holi. 
neſs in us at laſt, that does not come from him. In 
all Reſpe&s therefore let the Language of your Souls 
be, O none but Chriſt, none but Chriſt. 


4. Be ſure that you chuſe Chrif, and embrace him 
| H 2 as 
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as your Reſt and Happineſs; and not only as one that 
is to bring you unto Reſt and Happineſs. Chriſt, my 
Be loved, is not only the Way and Means to bring Men 
unto Happineſs ; but he alſo is himſelf their Happi. 
neſs; and as ſuch he is tendered to us, and ſhould 


be choſen and embraced by us: I am the Way, the 


"Truth and the Life (ſays he) John. 14. 16. That is, as 
one Gloſſes upon it, J am the Beginning, the Pro. 
greſs, and Perfection of a Chriſtians Happineſs. Sure 
1 am as Chriſt, conſidered as the Way, is the Means, 
and what leads us into Happineſs : So Chrif, confi. 
dered as the Life, is himſelf our Happineſs, our ſv. 
pream Happineſs: And indeed, we come to Chrip, 
as the Life, by Cyriſt as the Way. Sweet is that 
Saying which I have read in one of the Ancients 


on this Place; We thy People, (ſays he, ſpeaking to if 


Chriſt) do come by thee, to thee, becauſe thou art the Way, 


the Truth, and the Life : The Way in thy Example, the 


Truth in thy Promiſe, the Life in the Reward. I am the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life, 1.e. as another expounds it, 
I am the only Right Way, the ſupream Truth, the trut 
Life, the bleſſed Life, increated Life. And ſuitable 
hereunto is Calvin's Obſervation upon theſe Words, 
The ſum (lays he) of this Sentence is this, He, whoever 
he be, that obtains and poſſeſſes Chriſt, can want nothing. 
Whoever therefore is not content with him alone, aſpires 
after ſomething beyond the ultimate and higheſt Perfection. 
And then he concludes thus; any one turns aſide from 
Chriſt, he can do nothing but err; if any one does not ref 
in him, he elſewhere feeds upon nothing but wind and vani- 
ty: If any one makes out after any thing beyond him, he 
will find Death inflead of Life. O there are infinite 
Beauties, Delights, and Perfections in Chriſt, where. 
by he is able to fill and ſatisſie us, and make us Hap- 
Py. And for my own Part, as I deſire never to be 
Happy, if Chriſt be not able to bring me to Happi- 
neſs, ſo I deſire no better or greater Happineſs, than 
what Chriſt is or can be to me. O there is all in 


him, all to fill, all to comfort, all to delight and ra- 


viſh, all to ſolace and fatisfy the largeſt Faculties of 
Eternal Souls, May I have but Chriſt, (ſays Rutherford) 
| 1 


I ſhall think my elf as well Heaven d as any whatever. 
Truly he, and he alone, is Centrum quietativum, as the 


Schools ſpeak, the quieting, reſting, Center of the 


Soul. And fo the Pſalmiſt tells us, Pſal. 116. 7. 
Indeed, he in his Preſence, and ourEnjoyment of him, 
is Heaven and Happineſs. Tis the higheſt Happt- 


neſs which Chriſt promiles his People here, Joh. 14. 
21, And 'tis the higheſt Happineſs which his Peo- 


ple reckon upon, or hope for hereafter, Phil. 1. 23. 
Anſwerable whereunto is the Obſervation of one, 
upon thoſe Words of Chriſt to the Thief upon the 
Croſs, Luk. 23. 43. This day th:u ſhalt be with me in 


Paradiſe. With me! (ſays he) O wonderful Goodneſs ! 
He does not ſay ſimply, thou ſhalt be in Paradiſe, or thou 


ſhalt be with Angels, but thou ſhalt be with me, thou ſhalt 
be ſatisfied with him whom thou deſireſt. Thus Chriſt is 


| the Reſt and ſupream Happineſs of Souls; and ac- 


cordingly our Faich ſhould chuſe and embrace him, 


| I will not ſay, there is no true Faith, where the Soul 
does not come up to ſuch a Choice of Chriſt as this is; 


but this PI fay, That tho' Faith at firſt may not thus 
chuſe Chrif, yet afterwards, as it grows up more to- 


wards Perfection, it does come to chuſe Chrift under 


this Notion.: And the more diſtinct it is in chuſing 
Chriſt, as the ſupream Reſt and Happin-ſs of the Soul, 
the more compleat and perfe& it is. Faich's Language 
to Chriſt, when come to any Maturity, is ſuch as this; 


Lord, as all my Life is in thy Death, all my Healing in 


thy Wounds, all my Righteouſneſs in thy Obedience: 
ſo all my Happineſs in thy Preſence, all my Heaven in 
the Boſom and Embraces of thy Love: Nor have I any 


in Heaven but thee; neither is there any upon Earth that I 
O thus chuſe Chrift ! 


deſire beſides thee, Pſal 73. 25. 
Chuſe him as the Reſt, the Solace, the Happineſs of 
your Souls, and never think of any thingelfe to be the 
leaſt Part of your Happineſs beſides Chriſt. 


5. Be ſure that you chuſe and embrace Chriſt with 
his Croſs, and not only Chriſt with his Crown; Chriſt. 
crucified, as well as Chriſt glorified ; Chriſt upon 


terms of ſuffering for him, as well as riegning with- 
him, he calling thereunto. Thus alſo Chriſt tenders 


H 3 him 
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himſelf unto us, and thus muſt he be choſen and em- 
braced by us, Mat. 16. 24. If any Man will come after 
me, let him deny himſelf, take up his Croſs, and follow me. 
And Luk. 14. 27. Whoſoever doth not bear his Croſs, and 
come after me, cannot be my Diſciple. Some are for 
Chriſt and his Crown, but they ſtick at his Craſs: 
They are for a reigning Chriſt, but not for a perſecu- 
ted Chriſt: But, my Beloved, if you would ſo chuſe 
him as to be married to him, you muſt chuſe him as 
upon the Croſs crucified as well as upon the Throne 
glorified ; the meaning is, you muſt chuſe him with 
a firm Reſolution to ſuffer for him, if he calls you 
thereunto; you muſt chuſe him as one Perſecuted and 
Diſtreſſæd on Earth, as well as one Dignify'd and Glo- 
rify'd in Heaven: In a Word, you muſt chuſe him for 
better, for worſe, in all Eſtates and Conditions, with 
all his Inconveniences, as well as his Privileges, with 
his Poverty, his Impriſonments, his Reproaches, his 
Death, his Dangers, his Conflicts and the like: That 


is to ſay, you muſt chuſe him with a willing Reſolu. 


tion of Mind, to undergo all this at his Call, and for 
his Sake ; and this indeed is to cloſe with him in hig 
own Way, and upon his own Terms. Chriſt's Lan- 
guage to the Soul, in the tender of himſelf to him, is 
ſuch as this: Soul, I am willing to be eſpouſed to 
thee, I am willing to beſtow myſelf, with all my 
Riches and Fulneſs upon thee ; but ifthou wilc have 
me and theſe, thou muſt be content to ſuffer for me, 
to be Reproached, to be Perſecuted, to be Impriſon- 
ed, yea, to be kill'd all the day long for me, when I 
pleaſe to call thee thereunto. And indeed Faith, when 
Right, cloſes with him upon theſe Terms: Content, 


ſays the Soul, being acted by a true Spirit of Faith; 


Chriſt upon any Terms that he thinks fit, Chriſt with 


the Croſs, Chrift with Reproach, with Impriſonmenr, | 


with Death, with whatever he pleaſes rather than go 

without him. And indeed we need not be ſcared, and 
terrified at the Croſs ; for there is no Croſs fo bitter, 
as Chriſt is ſweet ; there is nothing we can ſuffer for 
Chriſt, that is worthy to be compared with the Glo- 


y we ſhall have in Chriſt, and with Chriſt: Beſides, 
| | | Chriſt 
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Chriſt is worthy to be ſuffer'd for; and therefore 
welcome Chriſt, and welcome his Croſs too. Truly, 
my Beloved, Chriſt's Croſs is ſweet, very ſweet, as 
he makes it : That ſweet ſmell'd and perfum'd Croſs 
of Chriſt, ſays one, is accompanied with ſweet Re- 
freſhments, with the Kiſſes of a King, with the Joy 
of the Holy Ghoſt; therefore ſcare not at it, but 
chuſe him with his Croſs as well as his Crown. 

6. Be ſure that you chuſe Chriſt often, and think it 
not one ſingle Act or Work only to chuſe and embrace 
him, If you would indeed make ſure of Chriſt, and 
an Eſpouſal to him, you ſhould chuſe him and em- 
brace him anew every Day. We zre apt to look up- 
on the Work of chuſing and embracing Chriſt, as one 
ſingle Act or Work only; but, my Beloved, 'tis a 
Work that ſhould be often repeated: By often repeat- 
ing of it, we ſhould grow more ſound, more ſtrong, 
more diſtin& in it: As a ſecond Edition corrects the 
Errors of the firſt, ſo Afrer-AQs of Believing in this 
Kind, do ſupply the DefeQs of the firſt Act: Indeed, 
my Advice to you is, that you would make as much 
Cenſcience of chuſing and embracing Chriſt afreſh e- 
very. Day, as of Praying every Day, eſpecially if you 
be either young Beginners in believing, or old Belie- 
vers under Clouds and Darkneſs. St. Paul made freſh 
Choices of Chriſt to the very laſt, Phil. 3. 8, 9. And 
tis the Duty of them that do believe, to believe: Theſe 
Things write I unto you, ſays St. John, that believe on the 

Name of the Son of God, that ye may believe on the Name of 
the Son of God, 1 John 5, 13. They did believe, and he 
would have them to believe afreſh every Day; and ſo 
would I have you do every Day, renew the firſt great 
AQ of Faith in your cloſing with Chr:f, fo ſhall every 
Day be a Day of Eſpouſals between Chriſt and you; 
and fo by Degrees ſhall you come to the Senſe and 
Comfort of this Eſpouſal. I have read of ſome who 
never come to a Sight and Senſe of their Union with 
J Chriſt, till they cook this Courſe. Thus | have now 
ſhewn you the Way how you may come tobe eſpous'd 
Ihriſtas „ l wart an Husband he is, what great 
hings he does for his Spouſes, and how much his 
| H 4 Heart 
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Heart is ſer upon an Eſpouſal with Sinners: Now, will 
you take this Courſe ? Or ſhall all be loſt with you ? 
Poſſibly the whole will have a different Effect upon 
thoſe that read or hear theſe Things: Some, I hope, 
will be won and gain'd to Chriſt by them; others, I 
fear, will reject and diſpiſe all, and that either out of a 
Spirit of Profaneneſs, orInſenſibility, of their Need of, 
or Concernedneſs in theſe Things. If any Soul ſhall 
reje&t them out of a Spirit of Profaneneſs, I would 
fay to ſuch a Soul, as Solomon to the Scorner, Prov. 9. 
12. If thou ſcorneſt, thou alone ſhalt bear it; thou alone 
Malt bear all thy Sirs, and all the Wrath and Ven- 
cance of God due to them. If any ſhall reje& the ſe 
hings out of a Spirit of Inſenſibility of their Need 
of, and Concern in them ; there Caſe is the more to 
be pitied; for the more inſenſible they are of their 
Miſery without Chriſt, the greater is that Miſery of 
theirs. What more miſeralle, ſays Auſtin, than for a mi- 
ſerable Man not to commiſerate himſelf ? Others, it may 
be, ſtand doubting and trembling, daring neither to 
re jett, nor yet to embrace: Not to reje&, becauſe 
their Need of Chriſ is fo great, their Worth of Chriſt 
Io eminent, and the Guilt of Reje&ion of Chrift ſo 
black; nor yet embrace, becauſe their Sins are ſe ma- 
AY, and their Unworthineſs ſo great, To ſuch I would 
ſay, Ceaſe thy trembling, and delay thy cloſing with 
Chriſt no longer; it has been thy Sin, let it be thy 
Shame and Sorrow that thou haſt rejected and refus'd 
Chrift fo long, ſaying with Auſtin, I have loved thee tos 
late. O thou ſo ancient and yet ſo new a Beauty, ] have 
loved thre too late. And for Encouragement, I would 
ſay to you, as the Servant did to his Lord upon ſuch 
an Occaſion as this Luke 14. 2 2. Lord, it is done as thou 
haſi commanded, and yct there is Room. Tho' many Sin- 
ners, and great Sinners have been received to Mercy, 
yet: ſtill there is Room for thee, and for all that have 
a mind to Chriſt: There is Room in Chriſt's Heart, 
there is Room in Chrift's Arms, there is Room in his 
Covenant, there is Room in his Kingdom, there is 
Room vpon his Throne with his Father for thee : But 
if yet any ſhall reject this Offer of Love, and oe 
© 


The Sgul's Eſpouſal to CHRIST. 17 


ſo to do, ſuch will at laſt find there is Room in Hell, 
Room in the Infernal Pit, Room in the Place of Tor- 
ment for them : Therefore as Life and Death are once 
more ſet before you, ſo I beſeech you to chuſe Life, . 
and not Death, that you may live for ever, 


CHAT XxX: 


Being a Contemplation of the infinite Love and © 
Cendeſcenſion of CHRIST to Sculs; and the 
unſpeakable Comfort and Happineſs of Believers in 
this ſweet Eſpouſal. 


N the View of all that has been hitherto declar'd, 

we may well take up an admiring Contemplation - 
of Chriſt's Love and Condeſcenſion; and Believers - 
Comfort and Happineſs; the one and the other being - 
exceeding great and glorious. O! for Chriſt to mar- 
ry poor Souls to himſelf, and for poor Souls to be 
married-ro Chriſt, how great is the Love of the one, 
and the Happineſs of the other herein! 

1. How great is the Love and Cor deſcerſion of 
Chriſt in marrying Souls to himſelf! Next to his be- 
coming Man, and dying for them ; wherein can he 
teſtify greate; Love and Condeſcenſion to them then in 
this? There ate among many others that might be 
mention'd, that will argue his Love and Convcf-ene 
ſion herein to be wonderful and glorious twoThings. 
One is the infinite Diſparity and Diſproportion be- 
tween the Parties, Him and Them; the other is the 
unſpeakable Nearneſs and Gloriouſneſs of thr: Union 
and Relation which he takes them into with h:mli. It; 
Both which I deſire you ro contemplate. 

1. Contemplate the infinite Diſparity and Difpro . + 
portion between him and chem. What Propotticnis 
there between a King and a Beggar? What Proporti- 
on is there between an Ant and an Angel? Vea, he- 
tween the ſmalleſt Worm, and all the Ange! in Hea-» 
ven? Infiaitely leſs 6 is there bet cen Chrif 
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and Sinners; and yet he eſpouſes them to himſelf 
What ſhall I ſay ? He is both high and great, we are 
baſe and vile; He is bleſſed and glorious, we are 
wretched and deſpicable: He is a great King, we are 
poor Slaves and Vaſſals, yea, the worſt of Slaves and 
Vaſſals, being the Slaves and Vaſſals of Sin and Satan. 
And to ſum up all in a few Words; He is God, and 
we are Creatures; yea, he is an infinitely pure and 
holy God; and we are unſpeakably impure and unho- 
Iy Creatures: O, how great is the Diſproportion! 
And yet he marries us to himſelf. What Proportion 
15 there between God and the Creature ? The Crea- 
ture at the beſt is but a ſmall drop of Being, but God 
is Mare Eſſendi, a Sea, a Fountain, an Ocean of Being; 
The Cieature is, and has but a little Good; but, Dew 
eſt Bonum infinitiſſime inſinitum, as Bradwardin ſpeaks of 
him, God is a mo#t infinitely infinite Good. The Creature 
is a depending Thing; the Being of the Creature is a 
depended Being ; the very Nature of the Creature 
lies much in Dependance: But God is an abſolute 
and independent Being, he being of himſelf and from 
himſelf: Indeed, all other Things are of him, and from 
bim, and te him, as the Scripture ſpeaks. Now, for 
God to marry the Creature, and efpouſe him to him- 
i-:/f; © what Love, what Condeſcenſion is this! And 
yet greater Love than this does Chrif# ſhew : For what 
Proportion 15 there between an infinitely Holy God, 
and univerſally finful, defiled and polluted Creature? 
The Diſtance between God ard us, as we are Crea- 
cures, is great; but the Diſtance between the infi- 
nitely Holy God and us, as Sinners, is in ſome Soit 
unfpeakably greater: Tis our Duty, and ſhould be 
our Joy to know and keep our Creature diſtance with 
God; we ſhould rejoice to think that God is ſo inft> 
nitely above us: bur 'tis our Miſery, and we ſhould | 
tremble to think of our ſinfel Diſtance from God, 
that Diſtance I mean that Sin is, and has cauſed be. 
tween God and us. Now for a Holy God to eſpouſe 
&nfal Creatures to himſelf ; yea, for a God fo infi- 
nitely holy, ro eſpouſe Souls who are fo utterly finful 


to himſelf, as the beſt of us all by Nature are; this is 
| greater 


and Glorious 
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greater Love and Condeſcenſion ſtill. O wonderfut 
Commerce! (Says one of the Ancients, ſpeaking of 
Chriſts dying for his People) the King dies for the Ser. 
vant. God for Man, the Creator for the Creature, the Inno- 
cent for the Nocent. The like I may fay here; O won» 
derful Condeſcenſion ! The King marries a Slave, God 
the Creature, the pure and holy : One polluted and 
defiled Sinners, True indeed, he mekes them Saints 
by and upon marrying of them; but he finds them 
Sinners when he firſt makes it a Time of love to them: 
O adore this Love, this Condeſcenſion! 

2. Contemplate the unſpeakable Nearneſs and Glo- 
riouſneſs of that Union and Relation which he takes 
them into with himſelf: As the Diſtance and Diſpro- 
portion between the Parties is infinitely great fo, the 
Union and Relation he takes them into, is very near 
The Union between the Vine and the 
Branches 1s near; the Union and Relation berween the 
Head and the Members is near; the Union and Rela- 
tion between the Husband and Wife is near; but all 
theſe are but Shadows and Repreſentations of that Uni» 
onand Relation which Chrift takes Believers intou ith 
himſelf, which muſt therefore be nearer and great- 
er than all. Tis indeed (as upon Occeſion has been 
before declared next for Intimacy and Gloy; to the 
eſſential and Perſonal Union, yea, it comes io near 
the higheſt Union of all, the Union that is between 
the Father and the Son, as that it is ſæt forth in Sci ip- 


ture by the ſame Expreſſions that rhar Union, is, vis. 


being and dwelling in each other. Yea, Chriſt h:mielt 
ſeems to bring it to near that Great Union, as that he 
makes that the Pattern of it, and accordingly prays 
for it for his People. Joh. 17, 2!. Neither pray I for 
theſe alone, but them alſo which ſhall believe on me through 
their word, that they all may be one. as thou Father art in 
me, and I in thee. that they alſo may be one in us. Pi ay 
mark, he prays for the Accomplithmeac of his Union 
for them, as the top and PerfcGion of all their Hap= 
pineſs ;pd not only fo, but as rhatwhich comes as 
near the Get Union between his Father and him 


ſelf, as can well be conceived. Tis a ſweer Saving 
| which 
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which one of the Ancients has upon theſe Words of 


Chriſt ; What more Glorious, ſays he, than this Union: 
What further or higher, poor Soul, canſt thou either have, 
or deſire to have, than this, theu ſhalt be one with thy 
Bri degroom? O happy, exceeding happy, yea, of all other; 
2neft happy Unien! in a Word, nearer than this Crea- 
Tures can't well be taken into Chriſt, nor can they 
have a greater Glory put upon them, than there is put 
upon them in their being taken unto this Union and 
Relation to him. How great therefore muſt the Love 
and Condeſcenſion of Chriſt herein to Believers be! 
O, for him to take ſuch ſo near himſelf, as to make 
them one with him, to lay them in his Boſom, to 
communicate himſelf to them! This is Love indeed, 
and this we ſhould contemplate and admire. 

2, How great is the Confort and Happineſs of Be- 
Iievers, in being thus married and eſpouſed to Chriſt ! 
We ſay of ſuch or ſuch aWoman that is well married, 
that ſhe is well diſpoſed of, and is very happy in an 
Husband. But, O Soul, how well art thou diſpoſed 
of, who art diſpoſed of to Chriſt ? And how happy art 


thou in a Husband, who art married to him? What 


Soul, married to Jeſus, to ſweet Jeſus, to lovely Je- 
ſus, to Jeſus the Son of God! O, what ſweet, what 
ſtrong Conſolation may this be to thee! And how 

ſhould it fill thy Heart with holy Triumph and Exul- 
tation for ever? This alone may comfort thee in all 
Difficulties and Trouble of Life, and in all the Con- 
ſlits and Agonies of Death. Caſt thine Eye back on 
the Nature of this Eſpouſal, and what an Husband 


Chriſt is, and what great Things he does for his | 


Spouſes, as the one and the other of them has been de- 
clared ; and then judge of thine own Happineſs, in 
being taken into this Relation to him. In Cant. 6.9. 
"ris ſaid concerning the Spouſe of Chriſt, That the 
Daughters ſaw her, and bleſſed her; yea, the Queens and 
the Concubines and they praiſed her: They look'd upon 
| herro be the moſt happy on Earth. And truly Soul, 
when I Jock upon thee as the Spouſe of Chriſt, I can't 
but in like manner Bleſs and Praiſe thee; and thou 


thy (elf may'ſt well bleſs thyſelf, and ſay, Bleſſed ws 
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that bare me, and bleſſed be the Paps that gave me 
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the Day that ever I, was born, bleſſed be the Womb 


ſuck! Bur yet to raiſe this Comfort and Happineſs 
of thine a little higher, that thou mayſt rejoice in 
thy Lot, the Lines being fallen to thee in pleaſant 
Places: Conſider Three Things: + 

I. Conſider, That this Relation of thine to Chriſt, 
gives thee a full Intereſt in him, and all that is his. 
This the Spouſe much glory'd and rejoic'd in, as ber 
Crown and Happineſs, therefore ſhe is frequently up 
with it in aWay of holy Boaſting; My Beloved is mine, 
and I am his, Cant. 2 16. And again, I am my Be- 
loved's, and my Beloved is mine, Chap. 6. 3. Being eſ- 
pouſed to Chriſt, Chriſt. is thine, and Chriſt being 
thine, his Blood is thine, his Righteouſneſs is thine, 
his Love is thine, his Fulneſs is thine ; the Fruit of 
all his Sufferings, the Virtue of all his Offices, the 
Sweetneſs of all his Relations is thine. Chriſt being 
thine, all is thine, all the Promiſes are thine, all the 
Ordinances are thine; Life is thine, Death is thine, 
Time is thine, Eternity is thine, Things preſent are 
thine, Things to come are th:ne, 1 Cor. 3.22. O, what 
a goodly Heritage haſt thou, and how ſhould thy Soul 
bleſs the Lord, that ever he drew thee into this Uni- 
on and Relation to him? What a Spring of Comfort 
may this be to thee in all Conditions? Fear not, for 
thou ſpalt not be aſhamed: Why ? For thy Maker is thy 
Husband, Iſa. 54.4 5. The Truth is, tho' poſſibly 
thou mayeſt have little of this World, yet in having 
Chriſt, thou haſt all rhou needeſt, and art capable of 
to make thee Happy for ever. 

II. Conſider, That this Union and Relation of 
thine to Chriſt, remains firm and ſtedfaſt for ever: 
And, O whar Sweetneſs does this add unto it! True, 
may the Soul ſay, this Relation is a bleſſ:d Relation, 
and full of Sweetnefs and Comfort: Bur wiil it hold? 
Yea, ic will hold and that for ever. The beſt Com- 
forts thou enjoyeſt here below, will ſhortly. have a 
Period, and the ſweereſt Relations thou ftandeſt in 
here, will after a while be diffolv'd and broken ; but 


thy Union and Relation ro Chriſt will laſt for * 
ut 
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but that can never be diſſolv'd: I wl betreth thee un 
to me, ſays God; yea, I will betroth thee unto me: But, 
Lord, for how long? (ny the Soul ſay;) Why, for 
ever, ſays God, Hof. 2. 19 O, that Word, for ever 
This puts an infinite Sweetneſs into this Relation of 
thine. This one Word, for ever, (as one obſerves upon 
this Place) makes a Miſery, (tho' but ſmall in itſelf) 
an infinite Miſery ; and a Mercy, (tho' but ſmall in 
itſelf} even an infinite Mercy. How much more does 
it make that which in itſelf is ſo great, as thy Union 
and Eſpouſal to Chriſt is, ſweet and deſirable ? 

O, but, ſays the Soul, never was there ſuch aWretch 
as I am; never did any carry it towards Chriſt as I 
do: True, he has made Love to me, and I have ſome 
Hopes that I have cloſed up with him ina Marriages 
Covenant; but alas, never was there ſuch a rebellious, 
revolting, backſliding Heargy as mine is: I am ever 
playing the Harlot, and going a Whoring from him; 
by Means of which, I fear, he will break Union and 
Communion with me, and at laſt caſt me off. E an- 
ſwer, Truly Soul, this is very ſad, and thou ſhouldſt 
lie low in the Duſt in the Senſe of it: Yer, to encou- 
rage thee againſt thy Fears, conſider three Things. 

1. Confider, That Chriſt is not forward to take 
Advantage againſt Souls for their failing and breaking 
wich him: He is not ftrict to mark what is dene amiſs, 
Pf. 30. 3- He is not prone to caſt off, and to put away, 
no 'tis what he hates, Mal. 2. 16. Tcue, he may, and 
many Times does withdraw from us, and frown upon 
us, but putting away he loves not ; yea, he pities and 
ſpares us under our Infirmities, and his Bowels are 
moved for us. 

2. Conſider, That before ever Chriſt made Love to 
th:e, and took thee into this Relation with himſelf, 
he knew perfectly what Manner of one thou wouldſt 
be. and how thou wouldſt carry it towards him: And 
yet all could not hinder him from ſhewing this Fa- 
vour to thee : Why then ſhouldſt thou think it would 
cauſe him to break with tizee now? The Soul may te 
apt to ſay, Did Chriſt think I would be ſuch a 


retch, that I would ſo grieve him, ſo offend ___ ; 
that 


— - 
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that I would carry it ſo unworthily towards him, un- 
der all his Love as I do? Yea, Soul, Chriſt thought 
it, he knew it perſe&ly beforehand. In Deut. 31. 21. 
tis ſaid, That God knew what Iſrae! would do beforehand : 
So Chriſt knew beforehand how thou wouldſt flight 
his Love, grieve his Spirit, violare his Laws; he knew 
how thou wouldſt offend and affront him, by aproud, 


' vain, wanton Behaviour before him; he knew how 


thou wouldſt backſlide, and go a whoring from him; 
and had he not ſeen and known that he had Love 
enough, and Bowels enough to cover and paſs by all, 
he would never have made Love to thee. Hence when 
he het rot hs, he is faid to do it in Judgment, Ho. 2. 19. 


Chriſt knew what he did, and what an one he mar- 


ried, when he married thee to himfelf. And 2s all 
could not hinder his Love at firſt, ſo neither ſhall it 
take off his Love from thee now, - | 

3. Conſider, That thou mayſt have many Failings 
and Miſcarriages, be guilty of many Breskings with 
Chriſt, and Departures from him; and yet the Mar- 
riage-Covenant between him and thee not be bro- 
ken. A Woman may be guilty of many Failings and 
Miſcarriages, many Defects and Miſdemeanours, and 
vet all break not the Marriage-Covenant between her 
Husband and ber. And ſo here, O, how ſweet is that 
Scripture ! Pſal. 89 30, 31, 32, 33, 34. F his Children 
forſake my Law, and walk not in my Judgments If they 
break my Statutes, and keep not my Commanaments: Then 
will I viſit their Tranſgreſſious with a Rod, and their Ini- 
quity with Stripes And what follows? Newertheleſs, 
ſays he, my Loving-kindneſs will I not utterly take from 
him, nor ſuffer my Faithfulneſs to fail. My Covenant will 
I not break ; nor alter the Thing that is gone out of my Lips, 
Pray mark. Chris People ma ſin, and fin greatly, 
and he may ſharply chaſtiſe them for their Sins; yea, 
he may ſeem to take away his Loving - kindneſs from 
them, and may really for a Time ſuſpend the Ipflu- 
ences and Manifeſtations thereof; but his Covenant- 
Love and Faithfulneſs to them, that remains firm and 
ſtedfaſt to them for ever, notwithſtanding all. So a- 
gain, Jer. 5. 1, 34+ The then haſt played the Harlot with: 

| many 


* 
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many Lo vers, yet return again to me, ſaith the Lord. Turn, 
O back-/liding Children, for I am married unto you. Mark, 
Tho' they had back-ſlidden, tho' they had play'd the 
Harlot with many Lovers, yet Chriſt owns his Cove- 
nant-Relation to them and with them; yea, and he 
ſends, as it were, his Covenant after them, and by 
that fetches him Home to himſelf. O. whatever thy 
Miſcarriages are, whatever thy Breakings with Chriſt, 
and Departures from him have been, yet, being once 
married to him, the Marriage- Union and Relation 
between him and thee remains firm and ſtedfaſt for 
ever notwithſtanding all. | 


O, but ſays the Soul, my Heart is till bent to back- | 


ſliding from Chrift, and I am afraid I ſhall at laſt to- 
tally and finally depart from him, and then farewell 
all, IT anſwer, That Chrift ſtands engag'd to keep thee 
£rm, true, notwithſtanding any Thing in and of thy- 
ſelf: If left by Chriſt, thou wouldſt be apt totally and 
finally to depart from him; but Chriſt himſelf ſtands 
engag'd to keep thee to him. Tis the very Tenure 
of bis Covenant with thee, Jer. 32. 40. Iwill make 
an Everlaſting Covenant with them, that I will not turu 
away from them to do them good and ] will put my fear 
into their Hearts, that they ſhall never depart from me. 

Sirs, not only is Chriſt's Heart towards his People, but 
he is engag d, by Covenant, to keep their Hearts cloſe 


to him, and faithful wich him; at leaſt ſo far as that 


they ſhall not totally depart from him; and ſo their 
Faithfulneſs to him, does depend upon his Faithful- 
neſs to them. I'll cloſe this Conſideration with that 
known and great Scripture, Rem 8 latter end. Who 
ſhall ſeparate us from the Love of Chriſt? Shall Tribulation, 
or Diſtreſs, or Perſecutiou, or Famine, or Nakedneſs, or Pe- 
ril, or Sword ? Nay, in all theſe Things we are more than 
Conquerors, through him that loved us. For I am perſuad- 
ed, that neither Death, nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principa= 
lities, nor Powers, nor Things preſent, nor Things to come, 
nor Height h, nor Depth (and leſt all theſeT hinges ſhenld 
not cach the Caſe of every Soul, be adds) nor any 
ot her Creature ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the Love of 
God which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 

| III. Con- 
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III. Conſider, That 'tis not long e'er the Lord Je- 
ſus, thy dear Husband, will come and conſummate 
the Marriage between him and thy Soul, And, O how 
ſweet will this be! The Match here is but as it were 
begun between Chrift and thee; but Chrift will ſhort- 


ly come and conſummare it; Behold, the Bridegroom 


cometh, Matth. 25. 6. And again, They that were ready, 


went into the Marriage, v. io. And the Marriage of the 


Lamb is come, Rev. 19. 7. There is a Time, when 
Chriſt will come and conſummate the Marriage be- 
tween him and Souls. When he comes as to the 
World, he comes as a Judge ro condemn him, te a- 
venge the Quarrel of his Goſpel, the Quarrel of his 
Covenant, the Quarrel of his Blood, all which they 
have rejected; he comes to paſs Sentence upon them 
for reſiſting his Spirit, for contemning his Grace, for 
breaking his Laws, for neglecting his Salvation: And, 
O how dark will the Day of his coming be to them! 
But, now to his own Spouſes, when he comes, he 
comes as a Bridgroom : And, O how ſweet will this 
coming of his be to them! | 

1. Then will he turn all your Water into Wine, 
John 2. beg. we read, That Chrift being at a Marriage, 


he there turned Water into Wine. And truly, Soul, when 


we ſhall come to conſummare the Marriage between 
him and thee, he will turn all thy Waters of Affli- 
ction into the Wine of ſweet Conſolation to thee: He 
will turn thy Night into Day, thy Darkneſs into 


Light, thy Sorrows into Joys, thy Mourning into 


Dancing, thy Troubles into Reſt, thy Conflicts into 
Triumphs, thy Labours into Reward, thy mournful 
Lamentations into joyful Hallelujahs. Then will he 


fulfil that Scripture to thee, Rev 21. 4. God ſhall wipe 


away all Tears from their Eyes ; ani there ſhall be no more 
Death, neither Sorrow, nor Crying, neither ſhall there be a- 


ny more Pain. Poor Soul, now thine Eyes are full of 
Tears; wich Holy David, Thou goeſt Weeping and Mourne 


ing (it may be) all the Day long; but then all Tears ſhal 


be wiped off from thine Eyes. Now thou art in Deaths | 
often, as the Apoſtle was; but then there ſhall be no 


more Death, New thou art full of Sorrows, thy Days + 
are 


— 
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are ſpent in Grief, and thy Years in ſighing; but then 
there ſhall be oo 1 4 ; pe A od baking ſhall 
both fly away for ever. Now thou art full of Pains ; 
yea, as the Holy Prophet of Old complained, Thou art 
pained at the very Heart; in the Senſe of thy own A- 
fflictions, and in the Senſe of the Church's Affliètions, 
in the Senſe of thine own Sins, and in the Senſe of the 
Worlds Sins, thou art pain'd at the very Heart, but 
then there ſhall be 20 more pain. Now thou ſoweſt in 
Fears, but then thou ſhalt reap in Joy: Now thou goef 
Forth Weeping, yet bearing precious Seed: then thou ſbalt 
return rejoicing, bringing thy Sheaves with thee: Now 
thou art in a Storm, a Storm of Affliction, a Storm 
of Temptation, a Storm of Perſecution ; thou art a- 
Nicted, toſſed with Tempeſts, and not comforted, it may be, 
as the Church ſometimes was, Iſa. 54. 11. But then 
he will male thy Storm à Calm, and ſo bring thee into thy 
Haven to allude to that, Pſal, 107. 30. Now the De- 
vil and his Meſſengers are beſetting of thee, and will 
give thee no Reſt; then they thall all be todden under- 


Foot, and thy Soul ſhall ac one Eternal Triumph o- 


ver them; ſaying, as ſhe of old in her Song did, O, 
my Soul, thou haſt trodden down ſtrength. 

2. Then Chriſt will, turn all thy Blackneſs into 
Beauty: all thy ſinful Deformity into perfect Purity 
and Holineſs for ever; and this is much more ſweet 
than the former. Alas, ſays the Soul, turn my Wa- 
ter into Wine ! True, that is ſweet ; bur there is that 
which lies heavier upon me than all the Troubles and 
Afflictions in the World; and that is, my ſinful 


Blackneſs and Deformity. O this ſtained, polluted, 


defiled Nature of mine ! This Fountain. of Sin and 
Enmity againſt God, that is within ! This is that 
which is the burt hen too heavy for me to bear. Well, for 
thy Comfort kaow, that thy Husband Sweet Jeſus, 


will come; and when he comes, he will turn thy 


Blackneſs into Beauty, thy Sin into Holineſs; then 
he will ſanſtify thee, and cleanſe thee, that he may preſent 
thee te himſelf a Glorious Spouſe net having ſpot or wr in- 
kle, or any ſuch thing, Ephef. 5. 26, 27. Poor Soul, 
thou haſt now many Stains, many Spots, and hate 
uc 


both in Holineſs and Happineſs, 1 John 3. 2. Peor 


of a baſe, vile, unbelieving Heart, that is impoſing 


u ay, and thou ſhalt ſhine with the perfeQion of Beau- 
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ſuch as thou art apt ſometimes to think are not the 
Spots of God's Children; but then all theſe Spots 
ſhall be wiped our, and thou ſhalt be without Spot; 
yea, thou ſhalt not only be without Spot, but with- 
out Wrinkle too: There may be Wrinkles where 
there may be no Spots, and theſe are Blemiſhes, O, 
but then thou ſhalt have neither Spot nor Wrinkle ; 
thou ſhalt be perfectly freed from leſſer, as well as 
83 Sins; yea, thou ſhalt have neither Spot nor 

rinkle, nor any ſuch Thing; nothing that looks 
like Sin, nothing that thou canſt ſuppoſe to be in the 
leaſt Blemiſh or Defect; there ſhall not be the leaſt 
Print or Footſtep of the Old Adam (as one ſpeaks upe 
on the Place) left in thee, or upon thee, but 
thou ſhalt be altogether Holy and without Blemiſh; 
Chriſt will then perfectly fill thee with his own Spirit, 
beautify thee with his own Image, deck thee with 
his own Ornament, enamel and irradiate thee with his 
own Glory, for then he will make thee like himſe lf, 


Soul, now thou art Groaning under a Body of Sin 
and Death, under the unclean Motions of fin, the 
impure Luſtings of the Fleſh, the curſed impoſings 


upon thee in every Duty, in every Condition, in eve= 
ry Relation. Now thou art peſtered with the ſpi ing- 
ings, Buddings, Bloſſomings, and Ebullitions of Luſt 
and Corruption within thee ; but when Sweet Jeſus 
comes, there ſhall be an End of all this. Chriſt he o- 
verlooks all this now, but then he will do it all a- 


ty. Ne | 
3. Then Chrift will ſolemnly preſent thee to his Fa- 
ther as his Spouſe, in the Preſence of all his holy An- 
gels: And, O how Glorious and Joyful will this be? 
In Ger. 24. . we read, that Iſaac took Rebekab, and 
brought her into his Mothers Tent. So when dear Jeſus. 
comes to conſummate the Marriage between him and 
thee, he will, being attended with all his holy An» 
gels, bring thee into his Fathers Houſe. and will there 


preſent thee to him as his Spouſe, ſaying, Father, here 
| 18 
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is my Spouſe, here is one whom in the Day of Ever- 
laſting Love thou gaveſt unto me, one whom I have 
redeemed to myſelf by my Blood, and married to my- 
ſelf by my Spirit in the Goſpel; this is he that 1 was 
made Sin and a Curſe for; and tho' he was in his 
Blood and Gore, when I firſt made Love to him, yet 
Jo ! Now here he is Spotleſs and Faultleſs before thee ; 
Father, own him as thy Sons Spouſe, and Delight in 
him for ever. O how Sweet, how Glorious will this 
be! Suppoſe ſome great Prince were married, and up- 


on his Marriage ſhould take his Spouſe in his Hand 


and lead her into the Preſence- Chamber of the King 


his Father, and there preſent her to him, to the End 


he might take Notice of her as his Son's Spouſe, and 
fhew ſuitableReſpe& and. Favour to her; what a ſweet 
Thing would this be? But ala-! What is this to the 


Preſentation Chriſ will make of thee to his Father at 


his coming, Who will then preſent thee faultleſs into the 
preſence of his Glory with. exceeding Joy ? Jude v. 24. 
When David, and the Elders of Iſrael, brought up 
the Ark from the Houſe of Obed Edom, twas with great 
Joy and Shouting, 1 Chr. 15. 25, 28. Bur, O when Chrift, 
attended with all his holy Angels, ſhall bring, and 
Preſent thee into the Preſence of his Father, u hat Joy 


and Shoutings will there then be? Surely there will 


be great rejoycing on all Hands; God the Father will 
greatly rejoice, Chriſt the Son will greatly rejoice, 
God the Holy Ghoſt will greatly rejoice, the Angels 
will greatly rejoice, thy Soul alfo will greatly rejoice. 
God the Father will greatly rejoice to ſee his Son's 
Spouſe come Home to him ſo richly deck't and adorn'd; 


Chriſt the Son: will greatly rejoice, that he has gotten 
his Spouſe into his Arms and Boſom, never to part 


with her more; the Holy Ghoſt will rejoice, to ſee 
his Work in tying the Marriage: knot between Chriſt 
and the Soul compleated; the Angels will greatly 
rejoice, as being Friends both to the Bridegroom and 
Bride, and as. partaking with them in the Marriage- 
Supper;and thou rhyſelf will greatly rejoyce, in that 
now thy Happineſs is conſummated, and that thou 


Malt for ever lie in the Boſom and Embraces OF 
US» 


ſented to the Father, what now remains for thee but 


Grace and Loue; yet this is ſWeet, and makes a lie- 
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Husband's Love. O how ſweet, how glorious will 
this be. | | 

4. Then Chriſt will lead thee into the Bridge-Cham- 
ber, the Manſion he has prepared for thee in the Fa- 
thers Houſe, where thou ſhale dwell for ever in his 
Preſence, and fit down Eternally with him and his 
Father at the Marriage-Feaft : And, O how Sweet and 
Glorious will this be ! Being thus Beautiſied and pre- 


to enter upon thy Lot wich all the Saints, and to poſe 
ſeſs the Joynter Chriſt made thee in the Day of thine 
Eſpouſal to him, even Eternal Life and Glory with 
himſelf for ever! What now remains for thee, but to 
ſic down in the full Views of his Glory, the full Vie 
ſions of his Face, the full Enjoyment of his Preſence, 
the full Embraces of his Boſom, the full Incomes of 
his Love, and all for ever ? Here in the Day of E- 
ſpouſal thou haſt had ſome Views of him, thou haſt. 


ſeen his back Parts; but then thou ſhalt behold his 


Glory for ever, Joh. 17. 24. Here thou haſt ſeen him 


through a Glaſs darkly, but then thou ſhalt ſee him Face to 


Face, thy Viſions of him ſhall be both full and imme- 
diate, 1 Cor. 13. 12. Here there have been ſome inter- 
courſes of Love and Delight kept up between him 
and thee, thou haſt had ſome of the Kiſſes of his Mouth, 
fome Embraces in his Boſom; but then thou ſhalt 
have thy fill of his Love, being ſweetly immerſt and 
ſwallowed up in the Ocean of it for ever: O, how 
ſweet will this be ! When Chriſt and thy Soul have 
met in an Ordinance, how often haſt thou ſaid with 
Peter, tis good to be here? And when he has given 
thee now and then a little Taſte of his Love, how 
haſt thou been raviſh'd with it, crying out with the 
Spouſe, Thy love is better than Wine! Bur, O what will 
it be to enjoy all this in its Fulneſs, and that without 
the leaſt Moments interruption for ever! When Chriſt 
and thy Soul ſhall meet, not in a Duty or Ordinance 
only, but in Heaven, in the Fathers Houſe; all thou 
haſt here of him, is but now and then a Kiſs of his 
Mouth, now and then a Taſte, aViſit, a Deſcent of his 


tle 
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tle Heaven in thy Soul: But when he comes to con- 
ſummate the Marriage, then thou fhalt have Everlaſt- 
ing Embraces, and uninterrupted Pourings out of 
Love from him; then no more Veilings of his Face 
no more Withdrawings of his Preſence, no more Suſ- 
penſions of his Love from thee, bur thou ſhale fit 
down in the full Enjoyment of all for ever: Then 
no more need of Love-Letters to paſs between Chriſt 
and thy Soul, for then they will be full and immediate 
Embraces for ever. Therefore rejoice in thy Lot, and 
ay with the Church in a Way of Triumph, J. 6-, 
10. Iwill greatly rejoice in the Lord, my Soul ſhall be joy- 
Ful in my God; for he hath cloathed me with Garments of 
Salvation, he hath covered me with a Robe of Righteouſneſs, 
a5 a Bridegroom decketh himſelf with Ornaments, and as a 
Bride adorneth herſelf with Jewels. 

But may ſome doubring Soul ſay, True, here's Com. 
fort enough, and Happineſs enough for all Chrifts 
Spouſes ; and were I aſſured of my Eſpouſal to him, 
I ſhould think it enough to carry me throngh both 
Life and Death with Comfort; but I am afraid I have 
neither Part nor Lot in this Matter. I anſwer, If 
thou art one that loveſt thy Sins, and liveſt in 'em; 
if thou art one that alloweſt of, and indulgeſt thyſelf 
in. thy Luſts, yea, in any known Luſt or Sin, be it 
ſmall or great, then thou haſt too great Ground for 
ſuch Fears; for I muſt tell thee, that the Spouſes of 
Chriſt are of another Diſpoſition, they hate Sin, and 
love Holineſs; and do what in them lies to fly, the 
one, and purſue after the other: But Iwill at preſent 
look upon thee to be a poor doubting Spouſe of 
Chriſt that makes this Complaint, and fo ſhall leave a 
dou le Wordof Encouragement with thee as this, and 
thereby put a Concluſion to this Matter, 

1. I would ſpeak to thee, as Samuel ſometimes did 
to Saul in another Caſe, viz when Saul told him, 
that he had performed the Commandment of the Lord : 
If ſo, ſays Samuel, what then means this bleating of the 
Sheep in mine Ears, and the lowing of the Oxen which 1 


Hear? 1 Sam. 15. 13, 14. So if thou haſt indeed no 


Part nor Lot in Chriſt, and wert never gs” to 
im, 


The SouPs Eſpouſal to CHRIST. 191 


him, then (firſt) what means the Bleedings, Mourn- 
ings and Lamentings of thy Soul, under the Senſe of 
thy Diſtance and Eſtrangement from Chriſt, and thy 
utter Unſuitableneſs to him both in Spirit and Life; 


Bleſſed are they that thus mourn, for they ſhall be comfort- 


ed, Matth. 5. 3. (24h) What means thy high Valua- 
tions of him, and the vehement Hungrings and Thirſt. 
ings of thy Soul after him? Bleſed are they that hunger 


and thirſt after Righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be ſatisfied, 
Marth. 5.6. (34%) What means the holy Tremblings 


of thy Soul in the Thoughts of Sinning againſt him, 
thy Care and Sollicitude to pleaſe him, thy Fear to 
offend him ? *Tis the CharaQer of a Loyal Wife that 
her Care is to pleaſe her Husband, and not to offend 
him, 1 Cor. 7. 24. (4rthly.) What means thy Senſible- 
neſs of, and Mournings under the Diſhonours of Chriſt, 
with the longing of thy Soul after his Exaltation? 
The Repcoaches of them that reproach him do fall on thee, 
Pſal 69.9. *Tis the true Spirit of a Loyal Spouſe to 


be concern'd for her Husband's Concernments. Theſe 


and many more ſuch gracious Diſpoſitions as are 
found in thee, do ſpeak cemfortably to thy Soul in 
this Caſe; tho' ſtill I would have thee preſs after the 
cleareſt Evidences, and the fulleſt Aſſurance of thine 
Eſpouſal to him. 

2. Suppoſe the worſt; yet for thy Encouragement 
T would ſpeak to thee as the Diſciples to the blind 
Man, Mark 10. 49. Be of good Comfort, ariſe. Chri# 
calleth thee ; he calls thee into theſe bleſſed Eſpouſals 


with himſelf. And, O that thou wouldſt do as that 


blind Man there did, who aroſe and came to Jeſus: And 
aſſure thyſelf of this, his Arms are wide open to re- 
ceive thee. Truly, whoever, or whatever thou art 
that makeſt this Complaint, whether Spouſe or no 
Spouſe, thy proper, and immediate Work is now, to 
cloſe with Chriſt in a Marriage-Covenant : For pray 
the Work of a convinc'd Sinner, and of a doubting 
be-clovded Saint, is the ſame here; the one, as well 


2s the other, is to believe and cloſe with Chriſt, as 


if he had never done it before. Suppoſe then the 
worſt, even that you wert never as yet eſpouſed to 
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Chriſt ; yet do not deſpond, but ler this be a Day of 
Eſpouſal between him and thee, caſting thy Soul up- 
on him, not queſtioning his Readineſs to receive thee, 
For thy Encouragement, I would ſay to thee, as one 
of thy Ancients ſpeaks in the ſame Caſe ; Why ftickeft 


aua ſiaggereſt thou in thyſelf ? Caft thyſelf upen him, an d 


fear not, he will not withdraw himfelf fo as to let thee 
fall; caft thyſelf upon him, reſting ſecure and confident, 
that the will receive and ſave thee. Thus have 1 now 
done; Saiht, Spouſe of Chriſt, what remains, but that 
thou love, reverence, and obey thy Lord and Head, 
living a Life of Dependance upon him, as alſo of 
Jonging Expectation of his coming to conſummate 
the Marriage between him and thee? What remains, 
but that thou ſhouldſt take up the Words of the 
Apoſtle, making the ſame Inference from thine Eſ- 
pouſal to Chriſt, that he does from the Diſſolution of 


all Things, ſsying in thy own Name and others, 2 


Pct. 3.11, 12. What manner of Perſons ought we to be 
in all holy Ganverſation and Godlineſs, lozking for and 


Haſting to the coming of the Day of God! Sinner, what 


remains for thee to do, but to give up thy Name and 
Soul to Chriſt in a Marriage-Covenant and be happy 
for ever? I will conclude all with thoſe Words, 


Rev. 19. 9. Bleſſed are they which are called on the Mar- 
riage-Supper of the Lamb. 


Soli Deo Gloria. 


